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JL HOUGH much has been already 
written refpefting the communication be- 
tween Great Britain and her Indian 
pofiefsionSy yet, as thofe poflefsions have 
within a few years been much extended, 
the fubje6t of courfe becomes additionally 
interefting; and any work that may, even 
in a fmall degree, tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no doubt, be ac- 
ceptable to thofe who are in any way con- 
cerned, in trade, or by other connedtions,^ 
with the East. 

When the Autlior undertook this jour- 
ney, he had not the mod diftant idea that 
his remarks would eyer be required to ap- 
pear before the public; for, had he enter- 
A 3 tained 



tained fuch a prefumption, he might hate? 
written more fully, and would certainly 
have been more particular in his inquiries. 
What he did write was always on the fpot, 
from day to day, and was chiefly confined 
to circumftances which fell under his own 
obfervation. 

Many perfons may be apt to inquire, 
what motives could have induced a man 
to undertake fuch an uncommon route, 
with the certain profpeft before him of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly 
when, without eveh a Ihadow of pecuni- 
ary advantage, he muft rieceiferily incur a 
confiderable expence, 

* In truth, cunofity was the prime mover 
to this eritefprlze. The Author went to 
India by fea, and having occafion to re- 
turn to England, wiflied' to vary the 
fcene,^ inftead of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hop*/ 

Having been accuftomdd to an a<5lire 
life, therefore, having always jived tem- 
perately. 
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perately, and cDJoying a good flate of 
health, he was induced, when at Bom- 
bay, to embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by fliipping as 
far as Bussora, though at a fcafon when 
the paflage had perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally thought im- 
prafticable; truftingto Providence and his 
own exertions, and poflefsing that enter- 
prifing fpirit which enables men to fur- 
mount difficulties and dangers that to 
more timid minds appear infuperable. 

Various journalifls have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the route adopted by him- 
felf; thus, fome defcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairo ; fome again, that over 
the Great Defert to Aleppo; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Bagdad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
&c. &c.; but all have been unanimous in 
declaring, that this latter route was per- 
A 4 feaiy 
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feftly. i^)jipra<5licable in the months from 
April to Septdmber* 

»/ ■. » . 

/the fpllpwing fhects will fervc to prove, . 

that it is pra6licable at all feaXpns* If the 

traveller pais through Arabia in winter^ 

wlien it is temperate, he u^ill find it ex-. 

cefsiyely cold among the high mountains 

in Armenia. If he fufFer a little from 

the excefsive heat of the fummer in Ara- 

Bi_A, which may be juftly faid to be the 

hotteft place in the world, he will find 

the reft of his journey temperate and 

pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 

fome meafure, a recompence. When the 

Author was in Arabia, at midfummer, 

the fruits were in full feafon, and they 

continued in that ftate all the way he 

came to Vienna; and fruits are in thofe 

climes a very gfeat luxury* 

[As few EuropeaAs can readily "accuftom 
themfelves to the Turkifti manner of 
living, or of accommodatio/i, the Author 
could not recommend a better route to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 
3 particularly 
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particolarly if the travieiler be incum* 
bered with much baggage. If he fhouM 
be entrufted with difpatches, and celerity 
be deHmble, the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussora on horfeback, and come 
up the Great Defert in a ftraight line to 
HiLLA, accompanied by an Arab Sheik, 
or a Chookadar*, and only two atten- 
dants. In this cafe, he Ihould be pro- 
vided with a very light tent to fleep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a fmall 
quantity of coffee, bifcuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach 
Bagdad in fix days ; it requires great ex- 
ertions, however; and few men are able 
at firft to bear it, particularly if their con- 
fiitutions have been enervated by the 
luxuries of the East. 

To any one who may adopt the route 
defcribed in this work, the following 
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not be 
unacceptable. 

* An ofEcer In the army, of 2, rank about equal to 
that of a ferjeant. 

At 
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' At BussoRA, he fhould equip liimfelf 
in all refpe6ts like the Arabs* It will be 
neceflary for lilm, as foon as he embarks, 
or even before, to fuffer his beard to grow; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi- 
cient if he do but pref6nre his muftaches. 
This, however, muft be particularly at- 
tended to, and can by no means be dif- 
penfed with ; for, though a man without a 
beard mightbe fafe in a large city, or in 
any civilized place, yet in a journey of this 
nature, wherein he will often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
hefitate a moment about putting him to 
death if they (hould difcover that he was 
a Fringui*, he will perceive the necefsity 
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
of the Arabic language, particularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he will be much at 

♦ A term applied to Chriftians in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan. 

- a lofs. 



PREFACE. Xi 

a lofs^ efpecially when he has none but 
Arabs about him. lie will, tliercfore, 
find it lifeftil to have with him a kind of 
vocabulary, to enable him to a(k ufcful or 
neceiiary queiiions. 

. While the Author was proceeding up 
the ExjPHKATES, the Hie, and the Ti- 
diis, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
his ow<i ufe, which he found afterwards 
of infinite fervice. 

When>the traveller arrives at Bagdad^ 
he will find that the Englifh are more 
refpe^d than any other nation ; he will 
therefore feel the necefsity of a6ling in 
the mod honourable manner in every 
tran£a6tk)n, that he may fupport the dig- 
nity of the national chara6ter ; for fuch 
is the illiberal way of thinking among 
thefe people, that fhould an individual of 
any country a6l meanly, the people would 
condemn all his nation ; and the bad con- 
du6t of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt the fame route. 

From 
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From Bagdad there is but one mode of 
travelling, which is under the guidance 
and prote6lijon of the Tatars, or meflengers 
of government. Thefe men are under the 
immediate orders of the Baihaw and his 
minifters; but are at all: times ready to 
enter into any contra6t with an individual, 
which they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to condu(5l thofe who are enabled to ob- 
tain firmauns *; for, by virtue of thefe, 
the Tatars are enabled to take feveral 
horfes and attendants, and a large quantity 
of merchandize on their return, which 
pays them very well. In the Author^s fir- 
raaun it was intimated that he was an 
Eiiglilh Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (free of expence) when- 
ever there was danger to be apprehended 
fibmihe wandering tribes. This is by far 



♦ Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a greal deii 
of, fL^thority over the people, particularly over thofe, 
who .are appointed by government to accommodate the 
Tatars. 



the 
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the fafeft way of travelling, as the perfon 
of a Conful is feldom infulted. 

Great pare, however, fhould be taken 
when an agreement is about to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advifable to pay hinx 
43nly half of the money agreed for .at 
Bagdad, that he may have an intereft ia 
deUvering the traveller fafe at CoNSf an- 
/riNOPLE. Care (hould be taken al^o,, that, 
the T^tar does not engage to carry-, mer-^ 
^handize for any one, which he will do if 
pofsible* 

The neceflaries wjiich the traveller jtal^^s 
fliould be compreffed into as narrow a CQm7 
pafs^ pofsjlble. A littje tea, cc^ee, an4, 
fugar, will be ferviceable in the winter 
feafon ; and fome fpirits, either brandy or 
iaollands, may be uf<pful ; but he tixml^hy. 
no means be encumbered with eitlier of 
thefe in fummer, as it would be highly 
^^n^rous to drink any fpirits in that cii- 
IrtBte in the beat of that feafon. The 
Aifthdi* himfelf drank very little bcfilde 

water 
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nvhich mud be much quicker than going 
by land to Hilla, and from thence down 
the Euphrates, 

The ufuai mode of forwarding dif- 
patches from India is by the way of Bus- 
SORA, over the Great Defert to Aleppo ; 
from thence to Constantinople, and 
afterwards by the German port to Vienna 
and Hamburgh. This is certainly done 
at an cafy cxpence, and much lefs than by 
way of Bagdad ; but the latter would, 
no doubt, be a quicker route in cafe of 
necefsity, as the Arabs are obliged to 
crofs the Great Defert on camels. 



\ 
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JOURNEY 



FROM 



INDIAy TOWARDS ENGLAND. 



On the 4th of May 1797, at eight 
P.M. left Bombay, and embarked on 
board the country fliip Pearl, R. Spence, 
Mailer, bound to Bussora ; having in 
company James Stevens, Efq. in the 
Civil Service, Capt. John Reii>, late 
CJommander of the Princefs Royal India- 
>nan, anid Mr. James Morley. 

We had pleafant weather and fmooth 
water, with light airs from the W. N. W. 
and N. W. which continued till the 
12th, when we were in lat. IT. 9\ 
North, and 62% 16\ Eaft longitude. It 
then began to grow cloudy, and the 
wind increafed^ 

B On 
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On the 15th, in North lat. 14^ 42'. we 
had a frefh breeze, W. by N. with a 
heavy fwell from the N. W. and a flrong 
current fetting to the Eaftward. 

On the 17th, at half paft one, A. M. 
pafled a fmall ihip bearing Eaft, diflant 
about a quarter of a mile ; and at fun- 
rife, fhe bore S. S. E. diftant five or fix 
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab 
fhip, called the Morning Star. With 
frefh breezes from the N. W. the fhip 
ran at the rate of feven and eight knots. 

On the 18th we had ftrong gales from 
the Wefl, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore fhip to the Southward, 
fuppofing that we were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fwell from the N. W. 

On the 20th, in 23^ 20'. North lat. had 

a light breeze and pleafant weather, the 

fhip going five and {ix knots, and the wind 

from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw 

5 the 
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the land, bearing from N. by E. to W. by 
N. diftant about five leagues, and feveral 
Arab boats; and at five, P. M. we round- 
ed Cape Ras-el-gat. At fun-rife, on 
the SJlft, two Arab boats came along-fide 
with fifh, which we bought at a very 
moderate price. At feven P. M. the 
wind E. S, E, fhip going four knots, ob- 
ferved a dow in chafe of us. From her 
manoeuvring (fometimes hauling her 
wind, at others failing free), we fufpedled 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark- 
ably faft, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable's length. She then 
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately 
fired a volley of mufquetry into her, 
when Ihe hauled her wind and ran in 
ihore. 

On the 24th, at day-break, the Great 
Quoin bore S. W. by S. diftant about 
four leagues ; extremes of the Ifland of 
KiSHME, from W. N. W. to N. W, 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Ifland of Ormus bearing N. by E. 

B 3 We 
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We now faw twenty-two dows in chafe 
of us ; fome of the fmall ones, failing very 
faft upon a wind, foon came up with us 
within a cable's length. They were full 
of men, who were all arnied ; we there- 
fore beat to quarters and prepared for 
a6tion, though many of the large veflels 
had great guns on board. The fmaller 
ones that had come up with us appeared 
afraid to begin the attack till the larger 
had reached them. We were to wind-^ 
ward of the large dows ; and, as a freih 
breeze fprung up from the Weftward, 
and thofe veflTels are obliged to wear in- 
ilead of tacking, they made much lee- 
way, by which circumftance we were 
enabled to keep a-hcad. They conti-r 
Tiued to chafe us till two P. M. when 
wc had very ftrong gales from the N. W. ; 
and, many of the large dows dropping 
. to leeward very faft, they gave up the 
chafe, and ran behinci the Ifland of 

JClSHME, 

The gale increafing, we kept the fea, 
bpatinjg to windwafd under double-reefed 

top fails, 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 5 

topfails, not choofing to anchor in Ihore 
for fear of again meeting with our ene- 
mies. 

On the 28th we faw a large fhip in 
Sharas Roads, under Arab colours. 

We continued beating to windward 
amongft the iflands on the Perfian fide 
of the Gulph, the wind ufually blowing 
from the N. W. till the 30th at noon, 
when the extremes of the Perfian ihore 
bore from N. N. W. to E. by S. diftance 
four miles. It was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve hours, du- 
ring which time many locufts flew on 
board ; a commt)n indication of (Irong 
gales from the N. W. which accordingly 
occurred the next day at three A. M. 
when, the weather being hazy, we fua- 
denly ran foul of ^ large Arab dow clofe 
under our fhip*s bows. She had a boat 
towing aftern. Our bower anchor^ hooked 
her high poop and tore it up, carrying 
away our fprit-fail-yard, the chain of 
the Ihank painter, and the bolts out of 
the larboard, bumpkin. The Arabs im- 
B 3 mediately 



6 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

mediately fell to prayers, and let the 
dow drift to . leeward. At fun-^ife we 
faw her in a very ftiattered ftate. 

On the 1ft of June we had very heavy 
gales from the N. W. the fhip pitching 
very much, and making more water than 
ufual. At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails; and at nine, the gale becoming 
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and 
main- top- fails, and coutinued working to 
windward up the Perfian fide of the 
Gulph. 

On the 4tli of June, in 28^ 36'. North 
lat. faw a large white mofque on the 
Perfian fhore, bearing E. Is[. E. diftant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date-trees along fhore. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by W. We had now a mode- 
rate breeze from the N. W. ; and on the 
5th, at fix P. M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Eaft. The Captain immediately 
Went on fhore in the pinnace, to procure 

an 
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an order from the Sheik for the Ihip to 
receive a pilot from the ifland of Car- 
rick, which order cods 200 Bombay 
rupees. In the roads we found an Eng- 
lifli brig called the Baflein, belonging to 
Captain Torin, chartered by the go- 
vernment of Bombay to take bale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bussorah. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did ; and Captain Torin in- 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
KisHME ; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they look him, two 
large dows, one on each fide, boarded him 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war-yell ; that 
the weight of the men made his veflel heel 
very much ; but they had, after plunder- 
ing him by taking away Jiis powder and 
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti- 
cles, releafed him, partly on account of 
his belonging to the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, but chiefly in compliance 
with the iotercefsion of a paflenger, bro- 
ther toUthS Nabob of Masulapatnam, 
B 4 a MuflulmaUi 
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a Muflulman, who could fpeak a little 
Arabic. The Arabs told the Captain, 
that they were at war with the Emaum 
of Muscat, and had miftaken his veffel 
for the Morning Star belonging to 
Muscat. The fame veflels had two 
years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 
had made prize of another fhip called 
the Beigly Beig, from Bengal for Bus* 
soRA, and which was ftill lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
fhore. We now learned that the large 
ihip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of war belonging to the 
Emaum of Muscat, with above lOOD 
men on board, fent to cruife agaiuft the 
dows. 

On the 6th, at four P. M. got under 
way. At three A. M. tacked; diftance 
off Carrick three miles. At four A. M^ 
hove- to till day-light, when we made 
fail with light airs from theJS. W^ the 
lead conftaatly going. At ^va| A. M- 

ia 
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Ib 16 fathom, and before we had. time to 
take another caft with the lead, the fhip 
ilruck on a reef of white coral rbcks^ 
and ftuck fail:. We founded around the 
fliip, and found. lOf feet water forward, 
51 fathom aftern, and 4f fathom abreaft 
the main-maft. It was near high water 
when ihe ftruck; and the Ihip drew about 
15 feet water upon an even keel. We 
hoifted out the pinnace and long-boat, 
and carried out the beft bower anchor 
aftern, which we let go in .10 fathom 
water, and attempted to heave her off, 
^ot fucceeding, however, we fired two 
guns, and fent an Arab (one of the crew) 
on fhore to the Sheik for afsiftance. 
Meanwhile we ftruck the top gallant 
yards and mafts, and threw ftone ballaft 
overboard. At nine A. M. the Sheik 
SuLLiMAN, with fix boats and a hun- 
dred men, came to afsift. We employed 
all hands in lightening the fliip ; loaded 
the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy 
in each to guard it ; and made many at- 
tempts to heave the fhip off, but to no 
purpof^. At noon there came on a ftrong 

breeze 
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breeze from the N. W. ; and had we not 
been upon a weather fhore, the fhip muft 
inevitably have gone to pieces. 

On the 7th, at four P. M. we weighed 
anchor with the long boat, carried it 
further out, brought the cable to the 
capftan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and hh 
people flayed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
fhip, and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half paft five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind flill blowing frefti from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback ; and, the tide 
rifing much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the fliip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak-*- 
ing mor^ water than ufual. We now 
took the rice on board, cleared the fhip 
as foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 
rick Town, and anchored in 11 fathom. 

Captain John Reid and myfelf went 
afhore in a country boat, to try if we, 
could fhoot any antelopes, of which there 

were 
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Were many on the ifland, having firft ob- 
tained the Sheik's permifsion. We took 
with us two Arab guides, and prefently 
faw about twenty antelopes, which, how- 
ever, were fo very Ihy, that we could not 
get near enough to have a fhot ; nor do I 
think it pofsible to take them without 
hawks,^ the mode ufually pra^lifed in 
thofe countries. The fwifteft grey- 
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an- 
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any 
animal I ever faw before. They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the fize of a 
goat, but with longer legs, and have 
fmall horns almolt eredt. 

We dire6ted our walk to the higheft 
part of the ifland, which appears to have 
been a volcanic production, having coral 
rocks and fea fliells on its very fummit ; 
and in many places great quantities of 
lava have run down towards the fea. 
Here is plenty of good water, but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on (hore in the middle of the day, 1 

found 
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found the heat much greater than I ha<f 
ever experienced in India* 

On our return to the fhore, we found 
the Sheik dividing among his people the 
fifteen hags of rice which he had received 
from Captain Spencb for his trouble. He 
feemed to be petfecftly fatisfied with the 
quantity, though it appeared to Captain 
Reid and myfelf to be but a fmall re-^ 
compenfe for the important fervices he 
had rendered in faving botli fliip and 
cargo. 

The Sheik was about fifty years of age^ 
but could neither read nor write. He 
begged of us to give him fome fmall 
Ihot, which we did, and added to it all 
the powder we had with us. We were 
alfo ftrongly inclined to have given, him 
both our fowling-pieces, could we pofsi- 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
pleafed with the good man's cohdu^. 

The ifland of Carrick, which con- 
tains between fix and feven hundred in- 
habitants, 
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habitants, is about twelve miles long and 
feven broad. It abounds with goats, but 
has very few cows, and no beads of 
prey. Nor are there any fowls, tame or 
wi4d, except ftock and turtle doves, of 
which we ihot feveral. Jt produces very 
few vegetables, particularly at this feafon, 
the heat being fo intenfe as to deftroy all 
vegetation, except in the immediate vici- 
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley, 
however, are grown, but not in fuffi^- 
cient quantity to f^ipply the inbabitants, 
the principal part of whpfe food is fifti, 
which they catch in abundance all round 
the ifland. Th^re is alfp very fine turtle, 
biit the natives do not eat it, - 

On the 8th, at three P. M. a pilot, 
named Zodun, having taken charge of 
the ihip with his tr^nkey*, we weighed 

* A veffel about the fize of a Peter-boat, (harp at 
both ends. It is built of very rough pieces of wood 
Rudely put together, and covered over with a thick 
coat of bitumen, with which the country abounds. 
Thefe veffels fail very faft either end firft, having no 
^iftindtion of head frpm ilern* 

and 
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and made fail with a frefh breeze from 
the Weft, running between the ifland 
called KoRGO, and the Perfian Ihore. 

On the 9th and 10th we had light and 
variable airs, and were often obliged to 
anchor, not being able to ftem the tide. 

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the bar. 

At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw the 
trankey at anchor in 2* fathom, bearing 
N. N* E. diftant three miles, with her co- 
lours up, a fignal for her being -on the 
bar. At eight A. M. weighed and made 
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven 
A, M. crofled the bar 21 fathom for two 
cafts with the lead, then 3, and 3i the 
reft of the way over. At noon faw the 
entrance of Bussora River, N. W. dif- 
tant ofFiliore three leagues. At half paft 
one* P. M. anchored in five fathom ; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the fhip. 

MONDAY, 
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MONDAY, JUNE 12. 

Gor the fhip under way about one 
A, M. and made a very good tide's work, 
gaining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o'clock Captain Re id and 
myfelf went afhore on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns; but 
we only ftiot a few wild pigeons, pro- 
cured fome eggs and greens from the 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix 
piaftres. The extent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene- 
rally, planted North Weft of the fe- 
males, becaufe the wind ufually blows 
from that point. The males are very 
eafily diftinguifhed, being higher than 
the females, and not fo full of leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofe of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time ; for without this 

the 
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the dates would not thrive, as they re- 
quire much moidure. 

After we had pafled through the plan- 
tation, we entered, fome villages on the 
edge of the Defert, beyond whic|j neither 
trees nor other vegetation were to be 
fecn. AH our profpe6t confided of a 
burning defert covered with a cruft of 
fait, making a noife under the feet fimi- 
lar to that caufed by walking on frozen 
fnow. 

Without being on fliore in the middle 
of -the day, and at the feafon near Mid- 
fummer, a ftranger to this country could 
not pofsibly form any idea of the heat 
upon the Defert. The bare feet of an 
European would be bliftered in a mo- 
ment, and I felt fome inconvenience to 
mine, even through a pair of ftrong 
boots. 
' • ■ 

, The houfes here are built of clay, and 

covered with the leaves of tlie date-tree* 

2 The 
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The inhabitants are vei*y numerous^ and 
fnoft of theih haVe weak eyes, occafioned, 
probably, by the refletflion of the fun 
upon the defert. Their drefs is very fim- 
pie; that of the men being in general no 
more thtn a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun ; and a coarfe woollen 
cloak, with (hort wide fleeves. I fliould 
obferve, that an Arab always wears his 
woollen cap, though he has often no other 
cloathing. The woman's drefs is equally 
fimple, being only a few yards of blue 
cotton cloth wrapped round them- 

Thefe people have numerous flocks of 
cattle, flieep) and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fun-rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe them- 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will 
4 bathe five or fix times a day* The flocks 
are always driven back at fun-fct to the 
villages^ where they remain all night. 

C Every 



18 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

Every village and fixed refidence is fur- 
rounded with a lofty mud wall, to defend 
it from beafts of prey, particularly lions, 
which are here very numerous. 

The Arab women were not fo (hy as 
we expected to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but not 
fine; and their milk is not very palatable 
to an European^ being curdled and quite 
four. It immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre- 
ferred it in that flate. Being much 
amufed with the novelty of the fcene, 
we remained longer on fhore than we 
intended. The fliip, however, getting 
under way, fired a gun, and hoifted a 
iignal for us to return on board. 

Oft the Perfian ihore are the ruins of a 
very large and ancient city, extending 
about twelve miles along the banks of the 
river, and containing many tombs which 

ftill 
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ftill appear entire. We were informed, 
that this city was deftroyed by the Pcrfian 
Emperor, Nadir Shah ; and among the 
ruins we defcried feveral wolves. 

The tide not continuing fo long as we 
cxpedled, we had only gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged to 
anchor at three, P. -M. the wind blowing 
ftrong from the N. W. 

In the whole extent from the fea to 
this part of the Perfiao fide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears, however, to 
have been once well cultivated ; there are 
ftill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, and nu- 
merous canals to water thie ground, fimilar 
to thofe on the oppofite Arabian fhore. 
As to plantations, we only faw a few 
ftragglihg date-trees, which, being neg- 
ledted, bore very little fruit. 



C 2 TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13. 

We weighed anchor this morning at 
two o'clock; but the wind ftill blowing 
frefh from the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored again at five. 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
Iheep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river. 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe-? 
quence,ufually keeps, feveral horfes ready 
faddled^ in cafe of any alarm, and is aU 
ways re^idy to ride off at a moment's notice* 
Thefe Ixorfes *re^e4 with grafs cut by the 
fide, erf the riyec at,lo\y \yater^ pr on fomc 
6f the iflands, which are very numerous. 
For this purpofe they make ufe of large 
lxja[(ke^, cov;^red witjh a coat, of bitumen, 
which cffe6tuaUy kej^psout the water, an4 
two men will paddle jn them at a tolerably 
rate*. Some of thqfe balk^ts are larg? 

enough 
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are 
frequently ufed as ferry-boats. 

The wind increafing from the N. W, 
\^e were tiot able to move with the after- 
Boon's tide. 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14. 

This morning at three o'clock, the 
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about fix leagues, and anchored again at 
feven. The tide now falling off very 
feft, and the wind flill blowing from the 
N. W. we had no firofpeft of reaching 
Birsso»A for fome tiitie. Capt. Spence, 
thterefore, difpatched an Arab fervaht with 
ilfetter to the Cdmpany'is Refidetit at that 
pfaice/'^ " ","■ 

; *'bli the" Arabiah Me of the river the 
cUlture ihd poptilatioii\ w^re nearly the 
fa'ni^ as before ; but the IPeriian fide had a 
better appearance. Vegetation yas the^ 
C 3 much 
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much more flourifhing; and at fun-fet, a 
conliderable tribe, with their flocks, began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
any fixed refidence. They lighted fires, 
which continued burning all night. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Weighed anchor at three o'clock ; but, 
the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
river improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide, 
and fome date-trees. It being rather 
fwampy, there were alfo a good many 
willQws, and a few elm-trees, 

- The Arabian fide, too, looked better than 
what we had lately pafTed, being cultivated 
farther from the river. The date-trees 
being plantpd about ten feet from each 
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a 
very good fhade ; and the people are en- 
abled to cultivate the ground during the 
yvjiple day, without fuffering much in- 
convenience 
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convenience from the heat of the fun, 
which out of the Ihade, and in the middle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en- 
dured. We fouiid here a very flrong 
brown foU,^ which does not appear to want 
any manure, nor do the Arabs at this 
place ever make ufe of any. 



FRIDAY, jtJNE Iff. 

Got under way this morning at four 
o'clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained 
two leagues. 

The Perfian fide of the river now exhi- 
bited a high degree of cultivation. We 
faw many inhabitants and num^erous flocks 
and herds ; but had not much intercourfe 
with the people, as they are not fo much 
to be trufljpd as their oppofite neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very ftrong, robuft, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is 
nearly fnnilar to that of the Arabs. A 
C 4 piece 
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piece of blue callico, about five yards 
long, is the whole of the woman's drefs, 
and the children are entirely naked. The 
men have a very ferocious appearance, 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impofsible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogp 
are very numerous among the marfhes, 
and there are various kinds of game in 
great plenty, which affords fine fport to a 
fhooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
cefTary to go in a confiderable body, and 
never very far from the river, to avoid 
being cut oflf by the favage inhabitants. 

The Arabian fide of the river was near- 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
x^anals were, cut fatther inland, which im*- 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
£>{ the canals are V3ery broad, and I crofsed 
.oi^er feverali in the wicker bafkets before 
defcribed^ which are i indeed very^ conve-» 
Riept vvbcre there is not much current. 



gATVJlOAY, 
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SATURDAY, JUNE i7, 

GrQT the fhi^ under way this morning 
at five o'clock ; but for want of wind, only 
gained about two leagues. 

A party of ub went out a-(hooting on 
the Aj:^bian fide of the river, but were 
not very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend- 
ing our walk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well watered by 
means of canals from the river, and the 
population was very great The date? 
and other trees afforded an agreeable Ihade, 
and made our little incurfion very pleafant. ^ 
We found great abundance and many va^ 
rieties of garden vegetables; fome of them 
European, and feveral peculiar to the 
country. Befide the dates, which are 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants^ there 
were great quantities of pomegranates 
nearly ripe; red and white grapes, fome 
pf them ripe ; an abundance of oranges, 
limes^ and lemons, but none of thefe had 

attained 
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attained maturity* There were alfo many 
well-tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, but a little fweeter than 
thofe in England. We took with us about 
a bufhel of thefe, for which we paid a 
very trifling fum. 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journey; and, though I had lately been 
in the ifland of Ceylon among the 
cinnamon, in the Travencore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coafl:, 
i certainly fliould give the preference to 
this place ; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from 
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-fcented 
ihrubs, and the agreeable fliade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered it a moft de- 
lightful fpot. 

The Inhabitants, too, were remarkably 
civil. There being no regular road, we 
freqiiently loft our way; and they would 
very readily offer their fervices to conduct 
'^\s into the right path. 

We 
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"We had, however, one advantage, 
which ftrangers to this country can feldom 
enjoy; I mean in having feveral Arabs 
belonging to the ihip^ who could interpret 
for us. We therefore never went on ihore 
without taking fome of them with us. 



SUNDAY, JUNE 18. 

Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
ran about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. 

At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out 'for BussoRA by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently flopped 
on the road by foldiers ; but my guide al- 
ways fatisfying them, I was permitted to 
pafs without moleftation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with afto- 
nifhment; and in all probability fome 
of ^ them had never feen an European be-^ 
fore, this part being out of any accufr 
tomed road, and where no one can travel 

on 
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on horfeback on account of the numerous 
canals. 

The country through which I paffed 
bad a delightful appearance, being well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex* 
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
were nearly ripe ; and of fruit and ve- 
getables the quantity was immenfe. The 
city of BussoRA is fupplied from this 
neighbourhood, and the Turks and Arabs 
confume a very large quantity in proper-* 
tion to their other food. 

After walking about ten miles, at half 
paft fix o'clock I reached the Englilh fac- 
tory at BussoRA. Here I obtained a 
horfe, and a guide, alfo mounted, and 
fet out immediately from Bussora for 
Margill, the country refidence of Sa- 
Mt7EL Manesty, Efq. the Refidenti 
This ftatids about three mi^es above the 
city, and is pleafantly fituated on the 
banks of the river. 

I remained 
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; I remained a week at Margili;^ 4<Jr- 
ing which time I experienced every mark 
of civility and hofpitaHty. 

;. Mr. Manesty fills the office of Refi- 
dent wjtl\ great abilit}^^ and is defervedly 
elleemed by every one who has the plea* 
fure of knowing him. His condu61:, in 
every inftance, is moft truly that of an 
Englijli gentleman ; and he has rendered 
Gfpyeri^ment very eflential fervices during 
the prefent war, by feizing the Frencli 
difpatchcs, and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any corfefpondence with 
India by land. 

During my (lay I frequently vifited the 
city of iBusspRA9 which is veiry Urge 
and extremeiy populous. The Baz^r, or 
Market-place, is near two .miles Ipnj, 
apd appears to he^ well fqpplied. . }X 
abounds with drugs of various kinds pecu-^ 
liajt to the country, arjd which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may be 
bought here at a moderate price, money 
2 being 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries. 



European manufa6lures are fcarce and 
dear; and the people prefer thofe of 
England to all others. Our fuperfine 
broad cloth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what they coft in 
England. 

The length of the city walls, from the 
river toward the Great Defert, is about 
four miles, and from North to Soiith about 
three miles. The walls are chiefly built 
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any 
very flout refiftance, particularly againft 
artillery. Of this, however, there is very 
little in the country ; in the city, I ob- 
fcrved only ten pieces, moft of them brafs 
indeed, but only two or three of them 
ferviceable. Being expofed to the fun, 
the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

Here are feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfome build- 
ings. 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles, which have 
a very (ingular appearance. Moft of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets, 
and hummums, are built of brick; but 
the Engliih fadlory is now by far the beil 
ftrudture id the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occafioned by fire. The houfes in 
general are very indifferent, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fmall proportion of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as wheii brought from 
the plantation: they are alfo very foft 
andfpongy, and will not laft loug. The 
very thick walls, and thefe clumfy tim* 
bers, forn^ togetlier a very uncouth piece 

of architedure. 

# 

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a 
parapet Here the inhabitants flcep du- 
. . , 5 ' ring 
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ring the fummer feafon, in the open ain 
To an European every houfe appears like a 
prifon, as it can receive no light from the 
llreet, bccaufe it has no windows. Every 
houfe forms a fquare, and the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh- 
bours. Within the fquare are various 
offices; fome under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchen, the water, and not unfre- 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground floor. The hall, where they re- 
ceive company, the harem, and many 
other offices, are on the fecond, which 
has generally a gallery fupported by pil- 
lars continued nearly round the infide^of 
the whole building. They have generally 
two flights of Heps ; one leading to the 
hall, where alone ilrangers are admitted ; 
the other leading to the harem, to which 
none but the family can have accefs* 

Women of the higher clafs are feldom 
feen out of doors ; but when they do go 

OUty 
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put, they are, always veiled. Many of 
the Arab women, particularly of the 
lower clafs, expofe their faces. 

Both men and women flaves are fold 
publicly in the Bazar. I have before 
faid, that the city is very populous. The 
rtiajority of the people are Arabs, the reft 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks arc 
moilly men of fome confequence, either 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other ports under government. The 
Armenians are the merchants, and fome 
of them are very refpe<ftable. They have 
aconfiderable trade with the East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal. In this trade 
feveral fhips are employed, the largeft of 
which does not exceed 400 tonfe, on ac- 
C<^nt of a difficulty in crofsing the bar. 
The ihips from Bussora to Bombay, or 
Bengal, ufually receive a full cargo, 
the greater part of which confifts of cop- 
per in fmall cakes- and, drugs of various 
kifids; and the Bombay fliips generally 
take dried fruits. It is very feldom, how- 
D ever. 
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ever, that a veflel fails to any part of 

India without taking a confiderable num^ 

her of Arab horfes. There are many in- 

ftances of fhips carrying away filver, in 

bars and fpecie, to the amount of twenty 

lacks of rupees, the fpecie chiefly in 

Spanifh dollars and Venetian fequins. The 

greateft part of the trade of this branch 

of the Turkilfh empire is in the bauds of 

the Armenians, who, when they have a 

confiderable fum on hand, in order to 

prevent the Turks from laying hold of it, 

(which is fonietimes the cafe) export it 

to India, where they often receive 12 

per cent, intereft. The intereft is ufually 

remitted back in piece goods, with which 

they fupply the greateft part of the 

Turkifh empire. A confiderable quan^ 

tity of fugar and rice alfo is frequently 

imported from India. The fpecie is fent 

here by the Armenians to their corre- 

fpOndents in m oft parts of the empfr^; 

confiderable fums likewife are often fent 

from Constantinople. Thefe are ufu- 

ally forwarded under the care of the 

Tatars 
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Tatars *, meffengers of government^ who 
receive a handfome premium for their 
trouble. The Tatars, however, are fome- 
times robbed and flain by the wandering 
tribes, who in formidable bodies infeft 
the greater part of the Turkifh dominions 
iri Asia. An inftance of this happened 
only a month ago, when a Tatar, return- 
ing from Constantinople to Bagdad 
with 6000 Venetian fequins, was attacked, 
robbed, and murdered, between Diar- 
iBEKiR and Mosul. 

With refpecft to the Arabs, the moft 
j^umerous clafs of inhabitants, there are a 
few refpedlable men amongfl: them ; but 
great numbers are extremely poor, la* 
bouring very hard for fmall wages. With a 
vpry little pay, however, they are enabled 
to. fupport their families; for their drefs 
cofts them little ; and their food confills of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 

♦ Ufually, but very improperly, printed Tartar. 
See " Campbell's Journey over-land to India," and 
bthcr works. It is pronounced Tatar\ the accent 
being on the laft fyllable. 

D 2 are 



36^ A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

are perfedlly fatisfied ; and indeed, though 
their food is fo fimple, they have, gene- 
rally fpeaking, twice the ilrength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. 

The ftreets in this city are fo extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time; added to which, they are 
in many parts fo very rough as to make it 
difficult for horfes to pafs. 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building ; and the people 
of that perfuafion are not in the leaft mo- 
lefted. 

Every pcrfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly muftaches. I met 
here with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Em IN, who had been many years in Eng- 
land, and has lately publlfhed, in the 
Englifli language, his travels and adven- 
tures, written by himfelf. He propofed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made him 

an 
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an oflfer to take his fon with me to Eng- 
land, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter, underftanding the Armenian, 
Arabic^ Turkifli, and Engiiih, languages. 
The fon, who was about 17 years of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating fome 
time, determined on following his origi- 
nal plan. 



SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the direction of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
refpe6table man, engaged to condu6l us 
fafely thither; for which we paid him 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob» 
fei;ved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelvea^ provided a good 
flock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utenfils, cooks, and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more, 

D 3 The 
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The clothes provided for each perfon 
were as follow : 

. 1 Arab cameline, or riding cloak* 
2 Under coats. 
2 Pairs of drawers, 
2 Shirts. 
1 Cumberband. 
1 Turban. 

1 Woollen cap ; and 
1 Pair of yellow flippers. 

Our boats being brought up to Mar- 
gill, at five o'clock we took leave of 
Mr. Manesty, and embarked; two of 
the boats containing the paflengers, the 
other boat our additional guards: Imme- 
diately after embarking, we were drefled 
fo as exa6tly to refemble the Arabs in our 
appearance ; and our mufl;aches were now 
grown pretty long, having never ihaved 
fmce we left InJjia/ 

Every attention was paid to our perfonal 
fafety, the Sheik being always in one of 

our 
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our boats, and his brother, Ahmood 
SoLLAY, in the other. 

As thefe boats were admirably qalcu- 
lated for their intended purpofe, the fol- 
lowing account of them may not be unac- 
ceptable : 

Defcription of the boat generally called a 
Dontk^ but fometimes a Kiraffe^ ufed by 
the Arabs upon the rivers EtzPH rates 
and Tigris. 

The extreme breadth is 7 feet'9 inches. 
The length 42 feet. It is built of ftrong 
rough timbers at 18 inches diftance, con- 
|ie(fted by fmall rough pieces of board, 
and covered with a coat of bitumen about 
half an inch thick on the outfide, whichj 
in cafe of a leak,^ is very eafily repaired. 
The infide is lined with the fame kind of 
rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and 
of very unequal breadths ; the lining is, 
of courfe, full of holes. — Some of thefe 
l)oats, inftead of boards, are covered with 
D 4 balket- 
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bafket-work, having a coat of bitumen 
ujpon it.-^They are very fharp at each 
end, and fail faft. — Their oars are rough 
poles, having a piece of board tied on 
with a cord. They have befides ftrong 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are about 3 feet above the gunwale ; thefe 
are full of notches, to which they faften 
the oars with ftrong kya rope ; and by 
thefe means they either raife or lower the 
oar, as is moft convenient. They have no 
tiller ; but are enabled to fteer with great 
accuracy by means of a ftrong kya rope 
faftened to both fides pf the rudder ; and 
they very feldom ufe more than five pars 
at a time. 

We had part of the boat, abaft the 
maft, covered with mats to defend us 
from the fun, which we found of great 
fervice. 

In the fore-part was a place built with 
brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing 
pur vi6luals ; and this convenience we 

found 
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found of great ufe, as it enabled us to 
provide every thing neceflary without de- 
laying the paffage by frequent landings. 

Thefe boats ufually go from Hilla 
down the Euphrates to Bussora in three 
days, and are feldom four. From Bagdad 
down the Tigris to Bussora they can 
never go in lefs than eight days, though 
the ftream is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates ; but it is above twice thfe 
length, on account of the many windings, 
and it runs a great way to the Eaftward 
towards Persia. 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, and with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering 
due North till 12 o'clock. 



MONDAY, JUNE 2^. 

The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-light at the rate of three 
miles an hour, when we flopped a fhort 

time 
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time on the Pcrfian fide of the river, for 
our people to refrefh. 

On the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there is neither cultivation^ inhabitants, 
nor even vegetation, except near the 
banks of the river, w^here we faw a great 
number of camels grazing. Here was alfo 
much game. 

The Perfian fide of the river had a 
better appearance, exhibiting extenfive 
plantations of date-trees, and many vil- 
lages. 

The river is here about two miles broad,, 
bearing N. N. W. and S. S. E. 

The tide fetting down, and having little 
wind, we were obliged to track. ; At ele- 
vsMi o'clock we crofled the mouth of a 
Tery large river on the Perfian fide, called 
by the natives Shat-el-Ajam; which,^ 
in -Arabic, fignifies a river of Persia; 
and they had no other name for it. 



At 
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At one o'clock we arrived at Corny, 
the conflux of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. Here we remained two hours, 
and obferved that the Tigris bore E. N.E. 
and the Euphrates due W. A fliip of 
war was moored near the middle, be- 
tween the two rivers, as aguard-fliip, and 
to prevent veiTels pafsing without payiag 
cuftoms. The two rivers, united here, form 
an immenfe body of frefh water. 

From this place to the Perfian Gulph is 
called by the natives Shat-el-Arab. 

The tide has feldom any influence fa 
far as Corny, except at the full and 
change of the moon ; and even then the 
water is only raifed a little; the current is 
not turned. 

^ Corny is fuppofed by fome learned men 
to have been the fcite of the Garden of 
Eden. Its prefent wretched appearance^ 
however, gives it no pretenfions to the 
name of the Terreftrial Paradife, as de- 
fcribed by Milton. It is a fmall village, 

fur- 
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furrounded by a mud wall ; containing few 
inhabitants, with very little cultivation. 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
fivef, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihade. Here the Arabs fit and fpend moft 
ei their time, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exadtions 
from paffengers, than on their own in- 
duftry. 

The officers of the cuftoms expe6led a 
prefent from our Sheik ; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 
pay any thing. 

We left Corny at three o''cIock^ and 
^ went up the Euphrates, which is called 
by the Arabs Sh at-el-Fra ate. We now 
croffed over to the weftern banks of the 
river; but having little wind from the 
Eaft, and being obliged to track and low, 
we went at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The country here was ,very 
Httle inhabited^ being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with leedis^ awd willows^ I fired 

at 
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at a crane among the willows; and in- 
ftantly after the report, a large herd of 
wild hogs rufhed out, fome of them of 
fuch extraordinary fize, that at firfl: fight 
I could fcarcely believe they were hogs. 
Their colour is a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Bussora fome wild 
hogs have been killed, whofc carcaiTes 
hdve weighed 10 cwt. Englifli. As the 
Arjbs do not eat them, they are permitted 
to remain unmolefted* It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
live; and indeed the immenfe fize of fome 
of them feems to fandtion fuch an opinion* 

At fun-fet w? faw feveral jackalls 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
fired at one with ball, and killed it. 

We continued rowing and tracking till 
eight o'clock, when we made our boats 
faft to the weftern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where we remained all 
night, but- had very little reft, the muf- 
quitoes being extremely troublefDme, and 
the howling of the jackalls, wolves, and 
5 other 
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other wild beads, in the neighbourhood^ 
Tendering our iituatiou truly difmal. 



.• TUESDAY, JUNE 27. 

At day-break we refumed our voyage, 
tracking up the right bank of the river. 
The country here afforded a pleafing pro- 
fpe6l, abounding with plantations of date* 
trees and fields of corn. At two o'clock 
we paffed feveral Arab encampments, near 
which were gr,eat numbers of cattle, buf- 
faloes, ftieep, and goats. At three we 
pafled a breach in the right bank of the 
river, which has overflowed the Great 
Defert for about three hundred miles, and 
has alarmed the inhabitants of Bussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The 
excefsive heat of the fun, with the im- 
menfe numbers of fifh and animalcules 
that perilh when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trify the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and henc^ the Arabs 
call it the water of death. '' 

Here 
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Here were many men employed to flop 
the breach ; but with all their humble ef- 
forts, it appeared that it would be fome 
time before they would be able to accom- 
plish it. They were carrying along em- 
bankments made of bundles of reeds, 
which were often forced away by the 
ilream as foon as they were laid. I am 
perfuaded that half a dozen Engliihmen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
would complete in a few hours what fifty 
of thefe peopje could not finifh in a week. 

At fun-fet we made our boats faft to 
the right banks of the river, on which we 
remained all night; but, as on tfiat pre- 
ceding, we could get very" little reft on 
account of the mufquitoes, and the hor- 
rible noifes made by the wild beafts in 
the vicinity. 



:wEDNESi>AY, June 28. - 

At day-break iuisiio&red,*..aiKi. conti- 
nued tracking as before. We paffed feve- 
•'^ 2 ral 
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fal more breaches in the banks, which had 
overflowed great part of the neighbouring 
country, and prevented the inhabitants 
from fowing their corn and paddy. We 
likewife paflTed feveral Arab encampments 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu- 
ing always on the fame fide of the river 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did not perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite fhore. The courfe of the 
river is from W. to W. by S, 

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large 
town on. the right bank of the river called 
SuKE-sHUE. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
Reid, and myfelf, procured each a muf- 
quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fervice, as it enabled' us to get a little 
fleep, which we very, much wanted. 
Though we always laid upon the bare 
ground, we were now enabled to fleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofe tor- 
menting infers, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes, 

THURSPAY, 
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THifRSDAIr, JUNE 29: 

We remained at Suke-shue the whoW 
day, fome of my boatmen having behaved 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollay, who 
drew his, tolwa on one of them, and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
bead off. Our Sheik, therefore, difcharged 
thfe boat and crew, and procured another of 
the fame kind; Of courfe, all our (lores 
werie to be moved^ and a new place built 
for our cook to drefs the victuals in. 

We were here treated by dur Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab fafhion* It 
Confifted of a dozen and a half of iifli, 
about the fize of mackarcl, fryed in ghie ; 
a dozen boiled fowls ; and cakes made of 
barley flour, frefh baked, with plenty of 
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree- 
able to the cuftom of the country, in a 
garden adjoining the river, under the 
(hade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifh, fowls, and bread, were very 
E fweet 
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fweet and good ; but the milk was four, 
and not very palatable to an European. 
We did not make ufe of knives and forks, 
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fi(h in 
pieces; and the Sheik feemed highly 
pleafed by our compliance with their 
cuftoms. 

I was much amufcd by obferving the 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have a fmall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high, having a hole at tlie bottom, 
for the convenience of drawing out the 
afhes, fomething fimilar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (wlyich I think is the 
moft proper name for this place) is ufually 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra- 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fuflSci- 
ently hot, and pcrfc6lly clear from fmoke, 
having nothing but clear embers at bot- 
tom (which continue to reflect great heat), 
they prepare the dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to the defired fize 

on 
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on a board or (lone placed near the oven. 
After they have kneaded the cake to a 
proper confidence, they pat it a little, 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in 
one hand, till it is as thin as they choofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it 
with water, at the fame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they put it into 
the oven* The wet fide of the cake ad- 
heres faft to the fide of the oven till it is 
fufficiently bakedj when, if not paid pro- 
per attention to, it would fall down among 
the embers. If they were not exceed- 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
oven would burn the fkin from off their 
hands and arms ; but with fuch amazing 
dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman will continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a time in the oven till fhe 
has done baking. This mode, let me add, 
does not require half the fuel that is 
made ufe of in Europe. 

SuKE-SHUE is a very large and popu- 
lous town, and the refidence of Sheik 
TwYNEY, a very powerful Arab Prince ; 
E 2 having 



52 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

having under his government the whole of 
the right banks of the Euphrates, from 
nearly as high as Hilla down to Bussora. 
He was once in open rebellion againft the 
Turkifh government, and took poffefsion 
of the city of Bussora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Bafhaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia; but afterwards returned 
to folicit his pardon ; and as he was much 
revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a 
powerful enemy, the Baftiaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate hin^ 
in his government. He was not here, how- 
ever, at this time ; for, being a mod able 
general, he had been fent by the Baftiaw 
of Bagdad, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
Waaby, who is extending his conquefts 
up the weftern Ihore of the Perfian gulph, 
almoft'as high as Grain, and propagating 
a new religion, which, like Mahomet, 
he enforces by the fword. 

The Sheik's army amounts to thirty 
thoufand men; of whom ten thoufand 
are Turkifli fomiers, and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits.. 

I took 
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I took a walk with our Sheik through 
the town, and went into the Bazar, or 
market, which is about a mile long. It 
is opened at fun-rife,' and continues till 
nine o'clock ; it is then (hut up, opened 
again at thtee, and continues till fun-fet. 

The Sheik alfo took me into a cofFee- 
houfe, where I was treated with coflfee, 
after the cuftoni of the country, I wAs 
alfo obliged to fmoke tobacco, they pre- 
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs- 
legged, like the reff of the company, and 
they ferved the coffee in a fmali China cup 
about the fize of half an egg-fhell ; but I 
could not get either milk or fugar, with- 
out which the beverage was rather un- 
pleafant, till I became accuftomed to it. 



FRIDAY, JUNE 30. 

This morning the Sheik who officiated 

\n the abfence of Sheij^ Twyne y paid us a 

E 3 vifit,. 



54 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

vifit, and brought his daughter with hhn. 
She \yas about twelve years of age ; and 
every perfon was obliged to ftand in his 
prefence, except oiirfelves and our Sheik, 
I had here an opportunity of pbferving 
the refpeft which the Arab$ pay to their 
Chiefs. An. Arab of diftin6lion, having a 
letter of fome confequence for the Siheik, 
prefented it on his knees, and received it 
back again in the fame pofture, the fecre- 
tary having, after reading the letter, put 
. the Sheik's feal on the back of it. 

# 

The Sheiks and principal pepplewea^ 

on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring, 

in which ^ fquare ftone is fet, with their 

names engraved on it at full length. On 

this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 

make a fair imprefsipn, then (lamp it on 

the letter, and this ferves for their figna- 

ture. Sonie of the ftones are red, and 

fome white cornelians. 

We were much peftered here by a num- 
ber of people having different diforders ; for 

they 
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they imagine that an European can cure 
all complaints, and implicitly adopt 
whatever is prefcribed for them. 

Our Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his protedtion to Bagdad. It 
contained a few bales of Bengal piece- 
goods, and had for paffengers an Arme- 
nian woman, with her fon, about fixteen, 
and two daughters, one about fourteen, 
the other thirteen years of age. 

Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o'clock, and leaving one boat behind, we 
crofsed the river, and tracked up the left 
banks till three o'clock, when we re- 
crofl'ed, and made our boats fail near a 
village called Gomceeek, where we 
pitched our tents, 

There being much game in the neigh- 
bourhood, I took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to carry my powder and 
fliot, faw fome beautiful green birds, which 
I wiftied much to examine. It was not 
long before I brought one down ; but the 
E 4 Arab 
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Arab ran immediately and cut off its head, 
calling out zain^ zain^ meaning that it was 
very good to eat. I afterwards ihot feve- 
ral birds of different kinds, all of which 
the Arab ferved in the fame way, nor 
could I prevent him. 

Several branches of the river meeting 
at thij place, we found ftationed here a 
GollecStor pf the Cuftoms, who was a na- 
tive of Constantinople, on which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, apd would do any 
thing for wine. We gave him a few bot- 
tles of Shiras, confidering old Madeira and 
old Claret as too good for him. He wa§ 
greatly pleafed with our prefent, and ioon 
became intoxicated. 



SATURDAY, JULY 1. 

We waitecj here this morning till nine 
o'clock for one of our boats which had 
been left at Suke-shue; as foon as it 
Came up, we departed. 

5 Thq 
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The river, a little above this place, is 
very broad, nearly as far as the eye cai> 
reach ; but in many parts it is to very 
ftioal, that reeds make their appearance 
above the furface of the water. We now 
altered our cpurfe to the Eaftward, and 
entered a river called by the Arabs Shat- 
el-Degela, which communicates with 
another named Shat-el-Hie, being 4 
branch of the Tigris. 

I cannot quit the Euphrates without 
taking notice of its falubrious water, which 
is by much the mod pleafant that I ever 
tailed. Though very muddy when it i? 
firft taken up, it foon becomes perfectly 
.clear; and while I could get this water, 
J had not the leaft defirc for either wine 
or fpirits. We continued tracking up the 
river (or rather canal) called Shat-el- 
Degela till fix o'clock, when we made 
our boats faft to the banks, and pitched 
our tents not far from fome Arab encamp- 
ments. 

Our 
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Our Sheik reprefented to us, that this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re- 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, 2 brace of piftols, and a fabre ; and 
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards, 
remained under arms during the night. 
They placed fome centinels at a diftance 
from the tents for fear of a furprize, and 
paffed the watch -word from one to an- 
other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefted. 

To be obliged to have weapons by my 
fide while lying down on the bare earth 
to take a little reft, was what I had never 
before experienced. Whoever travels 
through thefe countries, ought not to put 
fo much value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
perfe(5tly fccure, except from cafualties. 
This country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
no controul, live in a ftate of nature, and 
are not, fufceptible of the nobler pafsions. 

They 
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They murder and plunder, without re- 
jnorfe, all whom they can overpower, and 
are at war againft all the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefent ftate 
of one of the moft fertile countries in the 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
reafon to expert every moment to be at- 
tacked by a fuperior force ; but when I un- 
dertook this journey I was perfe(5tly re- 
figned, and prepared to encounter diffi- 
iculties and dangers. Our Sheik conduced 
himfelf much to our fatisfadtion, and did 
every thing in his power to make us com- 
fortable. 



SUNDAY, JULYS. 

This morning we ftrqck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o'clock arrived at 
the head of the Degela, when we en- 
tered ^ larger river, vvhich is divided into 
two branches: the one that we went up 
running S. E. the other W. We pro- 
ceeded up this river in a courfe almoft 
due Ijf. 

Whether 
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Whether thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain ; 
but I agi inclined to think they have» 
The ground for about forty yards from the 
fiver is ufually three or four feet higher 
than it is further inland. This I have fre- 
quently obferved when I have gone 
a-fliooting. The larger branches are often 
pear a quarter of a mile broad, and the 
fmaller about half that diftance. They 
make the country through which they run 
exceedingly fertile ; but I have no doubt 
that thefe different branches are much 
larger than they were originally, and that 
they are ftill increafing, as the Tigris, 
from which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the Euphrates, parti- 
cularly at this feafon, when the frefhe§ 
^re coming down from the fnowy moun-r 
tains. 

At twelve o'clock we entered the river 
called by the Arabs Sh at- el-Hie, run- 
jfring from the N. N. W. We found it di- 
vided into three other branches, belide 
the one at which we entered ; two branches 

running 
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running Weft, and one Eaft of that we 
came up. At one o'clock, pafsing the 
mouth of a river running from the Eaft, 
we continued tracking till four, when we 
refted an hour to refrefti, and at fix made 
^ur boats faft to the banks, where we re- 
mained all night. 

I obferved that our Sheik always chofe 
as open a country as he could find, to re- 
main in all night, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Arabs at a difadvantage. 

We were again much difturbed by the 
jackalls, who feemed very near us, and 
made a moft hideous noifc. 



MONDAY, JULY 3. 

We ftruck our tents, and fet out at 
fun-rife, continuing to track up the river 
Shat-el-Hie. At ten o'clock the courfe 
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven, 
due North, and it continued nearly North 
till fix o'clock, when we made our boats 

faft 



62 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

faft to the banks, and were foon after vi- 
fited by fome Arabs on horfeback. They 
were about twenty in number, armed with 
fpears and tolwas. As the horfemen ap- 
proached, our Sheik, with a double-bar- 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the other party, 
who alfo advanced before his people about 
the fame diftance. After fome conver- 
fation between the two Chiefs, the whole 
advanced. I obferved that the Chief was 
mounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confequcnce are always 
mounted on m^res, which are ufually va- 
lued at three times the price of horfes. 

To thofe who are ftrangers to the Ian* 
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re- 
collcc5l, that whenever a man is mounted 
on a mare it may be depended on that he 
is above the common clafs. Drefs can- 
not be relied on; for a Sheik will often 
have his meaneft fervant drefled much 
better than himfelf, and wSH eat out of 

the 
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the fame difti with him, as if they were 
equals. 

Shooting being the only amufement I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wiflied to embrace every oppor- 
tunity. I had ufually taken an Arab or 
two with me on thefe expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac- 
company me, and was particularly defired 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which I might be furprized 
by the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which 
he faid were very numerous in this neigh- 
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expected a 
night-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un- 
der arms all night, the Sheik conflantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good 
look-out, and probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to be 
making for our defence, prevented our 
being molefted. 



TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JlfLY 4. 

This morning we ftruck our tents, an(t 
departed at a quarter paft four o'clock* 
At fix we arrived where two rivers meet j 
one branch running from the N. N; W* 
the other from E. by N. We took the 
latter, and continued tracking till twelve 
o'clock, when we refted under the ftiade 
of fome willows till three; for, in the 
middle of the day, the heat of the fun was 
fo excefsive, that our boatmen were not 
able to endure it. They were in general 
nearly naked, having no other covering 
than a fmall woollen cap, which barely fits 
the crown of the head. The courfe of 
the river winding from North to Weft, we 
obferved the banks of thofe large branches 
feven and eight feet above the furface of 
the water. 

I have not feen one ftone the natural 
produce of the country fince I left Bus- 
so r a, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and 
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and a bank of feven or eight feet does not 
make the l^eaft alteration in the colour of 
the ibil. The rapid current contictues 
deepening the beds of thefe rivers, and in 
confequence the Arabs are not able ip 
watier many parts of the country, which 
xenders it yninhabitable except on the 
banks of the river. Where they cannot 
have water, the excefsive heat of the fun 
foon deftroys all vegetation, and particu- 
larly at this feafon. 

At five o'clock we paffed a village on 
the Weftern banks of the river, called 
Waajsut. The river is hero above half a 
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly 
careful not to go near the village, but con- 
tinued tracking up the oppofite banks, an^ 
made as much, hafte as pofsible. " All 
the inhabitant," faid the Sheik, " are 
defperate thieves, and have no mercy on 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to fall into 
their hands ; for they are under no govern- 
ment or controul except that of their own 
leaders, who are^very whit as bad as them- 
felves.'' 

F At 
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At fix o'clock we made our boats faft to 
the weftern banks of the river, not being 
able to find a convenient place on the oppo- 
iite fide. We pitched our tents clofe to 
the water's edge, the Sheik keeping a good 
look-out for fear of a furprize; nor was I 
permitted to Ihoot, for fear the report 
flxould difcover where we were, having aL 
very thick jungle behind us. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

We ftruck our tents and fet out thk^ 
morning at one o'clock, our Sheik not^ 
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh- 
bourhood after the moon went down. At 
fixo^clockwe Hopped to refreih,.and in. 
half an hour continued our cpurfe, the. 
river winding very much, and bearing 
from S. W. to North. We refted under 
fome willows from twelve till two ; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which this river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eaftern banks; and, the in- 
habitants of this town not being much. 
2 better 
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better than thofe of Waasut, our Sheik 
muftered all his guards a little above the 
town, amounting to thirty men, all ex- 
ceedingly well armed, and drefled iii their 
bjcft clothes. On account, I fuppofe, of 
their formidable appearance, our Sheik 
was not required here to pay any thing* 
r 
He fpread a carpet on the ground, and 
with his brother, and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms drawn up near them. Here 
they were vifited by the principal men in 
the town, who were treated with pipes 
and coffee. The Sheik, however, kept 
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car- 
pet before him, and ready to fire in a mo- 
tnent; the other officers and men being 
equally prepared. 

This ceremony muft appear very ftrange 
to thofe who are wholly unacquainted 
with the fingular manners and cuftoms of 
thefe people ; but all this caution is per- 
fe6lly neceffary till they have given the 
falam and ate together. When that has 
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been done, there can be no room for ap- 
prehenfion. An Arab, after he has eaten 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftranger, and of whatever religion 
or ceuntry, would fooner perifti than fuffer 
him to receive the leaft injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
trefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 
tection of an Arab, may rely upon being 
defended in the moft faithful manner. 

An inftance of this fingular trait in the 
character of the Arabs occurred not long 
ago. A Frenchman was carrying dif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Defert, 
from Aleppo to BussaRA. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of abouC 
eighty men, mofily on camels. When 
about five days journey from Bussora^ 
they were attacked in the evening by a 
wandering tribe of Arabs. The Meffenger ^ 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
he ftiot the Sheik of the hoftile party; 
but they ruflied with fuch fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 
5 Moft 



i 
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Moft of the Meflenger^s guards being 
kilted, they were ftripped by the con- 
querors, and the Meflenger anwng the 
reft, it being imagined that he was dead. 
After the engagement, the Arabs lighted 
fires to ma|ce coffee and refrefh themfelves; 
and, as is cuftomary with them, fat on . 
the ground in a circle round the fire. 

The Meflenger's wound not proving 
mortal, (for though he had one fide of 
his face cut down, his fkull was not mate- 
rially injured) he at length recovered his 
fenfes ; and finding himfelf entirely naked, 
as well as much weakened by the lofs of 
blood, he had nearly given iimfelf up to 
defpair. But, recolIe6ting to have heard 
of this fingular difpofifion in the Arabs, 
ke refolvcd to try the experiment, as the 
only means of faving his life, or putting 
an end to his e'xiftence. He took a view 
of the Arabs fitting round the fire, and 
fingled out him whom he thought moft 
likely to be the Chief, as being the oldeft- 
looking man in the company. Naked as 
F 3 he 
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he was, and almoft covered with blood, 
he ruftied into the. ring, and threw him- 
felf at his feet. His conje6lure was right. 
. This old man was the Chief, who immedi- 
ately covered him with his cloak. He 
, was now at a lofs for an Interpreter; but, 
on fearch being made, the Intrepreter Was 
found in a fimilar fituation, wounded, but 
not dangeroufly. The Meflenger had his 
clothes and difpatches returned to him; 
and the Chief entered into an agreement to 
deliver him fafe at BussoRA, onthcMef^ 
fenger promifing to pay him one hundred 
Venetian fequins. Both parties performed 
their agreement; the Meflenger arrived 
fafe, and had engaged a dow to take him 
to Muscat. This having reached the 
Engliih Refident*^ ears, he feized the 
Meflenger with his difpatches, and had his 
wounds drefled by the Englifli Surgeon. 
It was imagined that the Meflenger, if 
fufFered to proceed, would not have 
reached India, as his wounds required 
much furgical afsiftance, 

But 



TOWARDS BNGLAND. 71 

But to return from this digrefsion: 

It is cuftomary for thefe people to lay 
very heavy contributions on veflcls and 
paffengers that pafs this way, or plunder 
them when they do not comply with their 
demands; and in cafe of the leaft refift- 
ance, they will feize the boats and murder 
every perfon on board. In this they have 
an advantage over boats going up the 
river, which being obliged to track againft 
both wind and ftream, their progrefs is 
feldom more than four miles an hour; but 
going downwards there is very little dan- 
ger; for the current being very rapid, and 
the wind ufually blowing freih from the 
N. W. all veflels go at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doneks, which fail 
remarkably faft. Hie ^ is a fmall town 
furrounded by a mud wall; hut the in- 
habitants are very numerous in proportion 
to the lize of the place. We left it at five 
o'clock, and continued tracking till half 
paft feven, our men making more hafte 
than ufual, to get as far as pofsible out of 

F 4 the 
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the reach of thofe people, left they fhould 
attack us in the night. We made our boats 
faft to the oppofite banks of the river. 

The locufts in this country are very nu- 
inerous* I caught one thisJ evening of a 
different colour from the common locuft, 
and much larger. Its very extraordinary 
appearance induced me to make a fketch 
of it from life, of the €xa6t natural fize. 
Every part of it is green, except the under 
wings, which are crimfon ; and when fly- 
ing it has a beautiful appearance. The 
eyes are very remarkable. 



THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

ThijJ morning at four o'clock wertruck 
our tents, and tracked brifkly till eight, 
tvhen we refrefhed, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking till fix in the 
evening, without any delay. We then 
fecured the boats, and pitched our tent* 
on the Eaftern banks of the river. 

I took 
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I took an Arab with me and went 
a-fhooting about a mile from the river, 
where 1 found a great many partridges. 
This part of the country, excepting about 
fifty yards by the river fnle, is a perfect 
defert, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there being ftill the re- 
mains of canals that have been cut to 
water the country, at diftances of about 
two hundred yards, on the banks of the 
river, and communicating with each other 
inland. In fome places banks have been 
made all round, to keep the water, as in 
paddy grounds. 

The river here runs fo Vapidly that it 
has deepened its bed ; the banks are ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water, yet at that depth there is not 
the leaft variation in the colour of the 
foil. 

The furface of the earth at a diftance 
from the river is whitiih, having a mix- 
ture of fait for about half a foot in depth ; 

and 



74 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

and below that, a dark brown earth, the 
fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftance to the eaftward, we 
faw a long chain of lofty mountains rang- 
ing N. W. and S. E. called the Curdiftan 
mountains. 



FRIDAY, JULY 7. 

We fet out at four o'clock this morn* 
ing; and at eight, by an E. N. E.courfe, 
entered the river Tigris, called by the 
Arabs, Shat-el-Amaar. Nearly oppo- 
fite, on the eaftern banks of the TigriSj 
is a fmall town called Coote, off which 
feveral flout veflels were lying at anchor. 

The main body of the river runs S. S. E.; 
and from the beft obfervation I could 
make, it appeared that the Hie, which 
we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to water the country, but had in 
courfe of time increafed to a very large 

river, 
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river, containing much more frefti water 
than the Thames. 

The Tigris is here above a mile broad; 
and, though reckoned at its height, on 
account of the fnow melting upon the 
mountains, the banks were upwards of ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water. Several large droves of camels 
were grazing upon its banks* 

We found the river very crooked, wind- 
ing from N. ,N. E. to South. At fix 
o'clock pafTed a Turkifh camp pitched on 
the weftern banks, and made our boats 
faft to the fame banks, about half a mile 
above them. The Turkifh tents had a 
very handfome appearance, fome being 
red, others green, and fome white. T^he 
army confifted of fix thoufand horfe; and 
the Bafhaw had two armed veffels to at- 
tend him on the river; thefe were about 
150 tons burden each, and were built 
piuch hke the Grabs in the East-Indies. 

This 
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This army had been fent to punifk fomc 
rebellious Arabs in this neighbourhood, 
who had murdered the Sheik of Hilla, 
and feveral other officer? under the Turkilh 
Government. Our Sheik dreffed himfelf 
and half a dozen of his flaves in their beft 
clothes, and paid a vifit to the Bafhaw. 



SATURDAY, JULY 8. 

We ftruck our tents at three o'clock 
this morning, and continued rowing and 
tracking inceflantly till twelve, when we 
refted under fome willows till three, the 
courfe of the river winding from S. W, to 
Weft. We found an intolerable ftehch 
from the Weftern banks, and were in- 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of fome Arabs who had been put to death 
by the Turki/h army. We were alfo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious 
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap- 
proach of the army, leaving behind them 
their flocks, which were "feized by order 

of 
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t)f ihe Ba&aw, and driven to Bagdad to 
bo fold. 

We tracked till half pad fix o'clock, 
and then pitched our tents on the weftern 
Ijanks of the river. 



SUNDAY, JULY 9. 

We fet out at four o'clock, and conti- 
nued rowing and tracking till twelve, 
when we remained a.n hour to kill a bul- 
lock. The courfe of tlie river winding 
from N. W. to N. N. E. we tracked till 
three o'clock, and ftopped an hour to re- 
frefh ; then tracked up the weftern banks 
till half pad fix. 

I took my gun, attended by an Arab, 
and went a-lhooting upwards of a mile 
from the banks of the river. I Ihot feve- 
ral kinds of birds, particularly fome very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 
fize of Engliih pheafants. 



It 
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It did not appear that this part had ever 
been cultivated ; nor did I perceive any 
ligns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, which are in general covered 
with a thick jungle of willows and fhrubs. 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflage through the jungle, for their fheep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are in many places fo lleep, that 
they are even obliged to cut them, and 
make a road to the water's edge. 

At the upper end of a fmall ifland, 
iiear the middle of the river, we faw the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under water. 
She was loft there three weeks before, and 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board four lacks of Spanifh dollars, and 
other fpecie, ind being loaded with cop- 
per for BussoRA. The owners have a 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the loweft, which 
is ufually about Chriftmas. 

Though the river is here at leaft two 
miles broad, two of the guards, who were 

ftationed 
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ftationed to watch the veflel, fwam acrofs. 
la fwiniming they greatly afsift them* 
felves by the (kin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under their 
bread, where^ however, it is not fattened, 
but only kept in its pofition by one hand, 
while they pufti forward with the other 
and their feet; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almofl as foon as a boat. 
Their clothes, and fometimes their fire- 
arms, they faften on the top of the head, 
and carry them over perfedlly dry. Thefe 
men having informed us, that we Ihould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was very little jungle, 
we crofTed the river at nine o'clock. 



MONDAY, JULY 10. 

Before we fet out this morning, wc 
were vifited by fome Arabs from the 
neighbouring encampments, which ex- 
tended, to the right and left, as far as the 
eye could reach, having with them innu- 
merable flocks of iheep and herds of gattlpi. 

We 
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Wc were perfedily fafe among thefe people, 
and our Sheik informed us, that we became 
wholly out of danger as we approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
out at fun-rife, and paffed feveral droves 
of camels grazing on the banks. The 
^ river ran very crooked till eleven o*clock, 
when we entered a long reach lying N. E. 
and S. W. the ftream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half broad. 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the hot winds, called by 
the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove 
yery deftru6live, particularly at this fea- 
fon. They are moft dangerous between 
twelve and three o'clock, wlien the at- 
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur- 
face dver which they pafs. If it be over 
a* defert, where there is no vegetation, 
they extend their dimenfions with amazing 
Telocity,' and then their progrefs is fome- 
times to windward. If over grafs, or any 
other vegetation, they foon diminifh, and 
lofe much o^ their force. If over water, 
?-'- they 
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they lofe all their eledrical fire^ and 
afcend; yet I have fometimes felt thqi^ 
efiedls acrof? the river where it was at 
leall a mile broad. An inftance of this 
happened, here. Mr. Stevens Was bathing 
in the river,, having on a pair of Turkifh 
drawers. . On his returti from the water^ 
there came a hot wind acrofs the river^ 
which made his drawers and.hintfelf per- 
fe6lly dry in an inftant. Had fuch a cij;* 
cumftance been related to him by another 
perfon> he declared^ he could not have 
believed it. I was prefent, and felt the 
force of the hot wind ; but fliould otlier- 
wife have been as incredulous as Mn 
Stevens. . 

Captain Reid, who had often been my 
compaqion in fliooting (an amufemeht of 
which he was equally fond as myfelf% 
having been unwell, I had been deprived 
of his^ company for above a week part ; 
and he. now became fo much overpowered 
by the excefsive heat, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk. The heat being alfo top 
much for our rowers, at nooa we made 

G Otis 
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our boats faft to the eafllsrn banks of the 
river, where our people refted under the 
fliade of fome willows for two hours. . 

Going through the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw feme piirtridges at a 
little diilance, and was tempted to try if 
I could get a (hot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
fiom the excefsive heat of the Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river; 
for, though my feet were not bliftelred, 
yet the (kin foon after peeled off the foles; 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
boots, which I found extremely conve- 
nient both with refpe6l to the heat, and 
as a fafeguard from the reptiles and vene- 
mous infe6ts, which in fomc places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
careful never to go out again fo lightly 
equipped. 

At two o'clock we refumed our voyage^ 
and continued tracking- up the eaftern 
banks of the river till half paft fai. 

My 
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My feet being very tender from What I 
had fuffered at noon^ atid an impenetra- 
ble jungle lying behind tis^ in^ which 
Our people faid there were many lions, I 
contented inyfelf with Ihooting pigeons 
by the river fide near the boats, whither 
they Came in great numbers to drink at 
fun-fet* 



^rUESDAY, JtiLY Ih 

We fet out again at half paft fouf 
b'clock, and tracked up the eaftcrn 
banks, the courfe of the river winding 
Very liiuch, and bearing from N. E* to 
Weft* At noon we crofled, and tracked 
up the weftern banks, till the evening. 
When we rccrofled, and pitched our tents 
neaf art extenfive Arab encampment, 
where the river was above a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
henfion from the neighbouring Arabs,. 
lay down near our tents, and took his re* 
gularllecp, . 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed* 
ingly ill, and, asitfecmed, muft inevitatbly 
periih without fome medical afsrftance. 
He was much troubled with bile, and had 
a liver complaint. I had brought fome 
medicines with me from India, made up 
by our furgeon, and wiftied to give Cap- 
tain Reid an emetic to take off the bile ; 
but on examining my drugs, tliough 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I found the 
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet 
when the ihip was flranded on the ifland 
•of Carrick. 

In thi's neighbourhood were many pe- 
licans, by far the largefl birds that fly. I 
often fhot at tjiem, but was never able to 
take oncv 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 12» 

We fet out this morning at four o'clock, 
and continued tracking till two; then 
flopped till three to refrelh. The river 
winding as before from N» £• to Weft, 

with 
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with fkort reaches, We metfeveral Kiraffes 
laden with refreihments for the Turkilh 
array, the cargo of one of them confifting 
entirely of water melons. 

We continued tracking^ till half pad 
fix o'clock, having been interrupted fome 
time by a, difpute among our boatmen, 
who fought up to the middle in water, 
fome with fpears, others with tolwas.. 
Several fpears were broken, but no lives 
loft. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en- 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 

W^ made our boats faft to the eaftern 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
pear the ruins of the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon. 



THUESDAY, JVLY IS. 

Departing this rooming at half paft 

four, we tracked up the eaftern banks, 

, G 3 and 
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ind often obferved, that in many partf 
the current fetting againft them had worn 
them away confiderably. The banks 
being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the furface of the water, we faw the 
foundations of feveral ancient buildings, 
which were chiefly of brick, and fo 
Wrongly cemfented together as often to 
overhang the water^ Here were alfo vifi- 
ble a great many earthen jars ; fome half 
expofed, others ready to fall into the river j 
arid fome of theni were of Angular con- 
ftrxx^ion. 

The river here takes a circuit to thp 
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves 
only a narrow neck of land, on which 
are ftill Handing many lofty walls and 
towers, being fragments of ancient 
Ctesjphqn. 

We met with feveral ftout vefTels, fome 
upwards of two hundred tons burden, 
laderi with fire-rwood, and bound to Bag- 
dap, They appeared to me of fuch a 
/ipgular coiifjtru'^ipn, . and fo ill adapted 
'8 foi^ 
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for the piirpofe, that I was induced to 
take a (ketch of one of them. 

The rudder is compofed of a great 
quantity of rough timbers very aukwardly 
put together, and is guided by a tiller. 
They <sir6 built of very coarfe materials, 
andcDvered -with a thick coat of bitumen, 
yhe lofty head is generally ornamented 
with a; variety, of fhells ftuck into the bi- 
titmen. They form altogether a very un- 
cputh fpecimen of naval architedlure, and 
require twenty, and fometimes thirty 
trackers ; but when the wind blows ftrong, 
eyen they are not able to move them. 

On my enquiring the reafon why they 
made ufe of veffels fo ill adapted to the 
purpofe, that a man with a very flight 
knowledge pf naval architedlure might 
foon difcoyer their inconveniences, . and 
obferving, that a yejflel built upon a plan 
Similar to our wars barges would carry as 
much cargo, draw Jefs water, and might 
be worked ^yith one-third of the men; the 
G 4 anfwer 
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anfwer I received convinced me of the 
danger and inutility of attempting any in- 
novation among thefe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their fore-fathers ; thus 
the fons of a carpenter arc all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always 
built veflels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be reckoned very prophane in 
them to deviate from the cuftom of their 
anceftors. This completely folves the 
problem, and ihews to what a length fu*^ 
perftition and prejudice is carried among 
them, r 

Thefe people have continued froni the 
carlieft period to fpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and 
drink in the fame naanner. Their mod^ 
of warfare is ftill the fame ; and fcarcely 
the flighteft deviation has taken place in 
their manners and cuftoms, prejudices and 
pafsions ; though almofl every other na* 
tion has undergone a. thorough revolution 
within a few centuries, .: .... r 

ShouW 
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Should a man here, convinced 4>f a 
defe6l in any branch of trade, oflfer to 
adopt an improvement, complaint would 
foon be mside to the Mufti, and the artift 
probably pay for his temerity with his 
life. 

• At fua-fet we paffed Javer, on the 
weflern banks of the river^ Though but 
a fmall town, it is much celebrated oa 
account of a very beautiful mofque that 
Hands in it. At nine o'clock we crofled 
the mouth of a large river running from 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el* 
Deaal, and at half pail nine made our 
boats faft to the eaftern banks of the river, 
which were here upwards of twelve feet 
above the furface of the water. They 
were likewife fo fteep that we could 
fcarcely afcend them ; and we found the 
top of them fo rough with fmall ihrubs, 
that we were obliged to clear a place be- 
fore we could lie dowut Among thefe 
ihrubs, however, were many of deligbtfuJ 
iragrancet 

FKIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14* 

^ We fet out this morning at two o'clock, 
0nd continued tracking till two in the 
afternoon, when we reached Bagdad. 
The river was very crooked, being nearly 
round the compafs, yet from the place 
where we fet out in the morning was only 
three hours walk by land. 

We arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. I*. 
Renaud (an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
Buss OR a), which wias very conveniently 
/ituated adjacent to the rivef. 

An Englifhman has at Bagdad a 
privilege which is not granted to the peo- 
ple of any other nation. Whatever bag- 
gage he may have with him, inftead of 
being taken to the Cuftom-houfe, is al- 
lowed to be carried to the place where he 
is going to refide,' and an officer of the 
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it. 

This 
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This privilege was obtained by the foU-^ 
citation of Mr. MANESTYin favour of his 
countrymen, and will at all times be adi* 
yantageous to the intereft as well as the 
jCQnvenience of a traveller. 

Baqdad is feated on the eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and populous 
city, extending along the banks of the 
river about three miles j and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 
miles, gives it the form of an oblong 
fquare.. The houfes, though very inferior 
to the European, are much better built 
than thofe of BusspRA, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. 

Many of the public-buildings, fuch as 
mofques, minarets, and hummums, are 
jConfl:ru6ted of hewn ftone, and make a 
very handfome appearance. Here is alfo 
an extenfive Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with variety of articles ; but the prices in 
general are much higher than at Bussora, 

The 
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The Armenians are the principal mer- 
chants here; the manufaftories carried on 
are few, and tliofe confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as fhoes, boots, clothes, 
fadlery, and culinary utenfils. 

The Armenians at Mosul fend great 
quantities of copper down the Tigris tq 
Bagdad upon rafts of timber fattened to-i 
gethen On their arrival the rafts are fold, 
wood being very fc^rce here. The copper 
js afterwards fhipped for Bussora on-board 
large tJows, which are ufually about fix 
months in performing the voyage thither 
and back again. The copper is in fmall 
round cakes about fix inches broad^ and 
nearly two inches thick in the middle, 
but gradually floping to the edges. It is 
of a quality nearly the fame as Englilh 
battery cake copper. 

• " ■ ^ • . ^ 

This trade, which has not long beej)i 
carried on, is faft increafing to a very great 
extent; for fometimes ftiips fail fromBus-* 
SORA laden alraoft entirely with copper; 

-' ^aifd 



TOWARDS ENGLAND, 9$ 

and I am perfuaded that it will in time 
prove prejudicial to the Englifh manufac* 
tories. Labour being much cheaper in 
thefe countries than in Europe, they, arc 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro- 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it* 

Though Bagdad is much better built 
than any other city in this part of the 
'world, it is ftill very inferior to many 
cities in Europe. Every houfe wears the 
appearance of a prifon, as defcribed in 
Bussora, but compofed of better mate- 
rials; they are in general of brick, and the 
timbers very good, being thofe which are 
floated down the Tigris. 

The ftreets are very narrow and dufty. 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to fleep, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o'clock, always taking a Turkifh fervant 
with a lanthern, as it would have been 
very dangerous to walk at fuch a time 
witliout a light. Scorpions, tarantulas^ 
and other noxious infects, were very nu- 
1 ( merous. 
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merous. Of the former I have frequently* • 
killed four or five in a night; they are oi 
the large black kind, and their ilings oiXtfi 
prove mortaL 

All perfons at this feafoh of' the ytaf 
fleep on the tops of their houfes j and I 
have often been entertained by feeing thd 
people run off with their clothes in their' 
hands at fun-rife ; for as foon as it has rifen 
above the horizon it becomes excefsively 
hot I foon learned^ however, that even 
looking over our owu .parapet-wall was a 
deed of danger; for. that the Turks would 
not hefitate a moment to fhoot at any per- 
fon whom they might difcover overlooking 
their houfes* The houfe where I fieptwas 
near the middle of the city, and very 
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex- 
cept the minarets, the feraglio, and a few 
houfes belonging to the minifters and prin-' 
cipal officers. 

Here are many cranes, much larger and 
▼ery different from any .that we have in 
Europe, They build their neils upon the 

tops 
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tops of the minarets and the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never moled^d^ 
and are in confequence very tame. I have 
often been within two yards of their nefts 
without exciting in them any fear# 

As there ire no canals to water the city^ 
many poor people are conftantly employed 
in carrying water from the river in fkins. 
Some take it on their backs^ while others 
hare afTes and mules* 
*-• 

• Without the walls, to the weftward, is 
entirely defert, not having the leaft traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks of th$ 
river. Behind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barrennefs prevails ; there is no 
water nor any cultivation. To the eaft- 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
-are excellent gardens, which extend about 
four miles ; and a great many houfes filled 
with inhabitants Hand without the walls. 

The city, however, is chiefly fupplied 
with fruits and , vegetables from the oppo-- 

fite 
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fitc fide of the river, where there is much 
cultivation. 

The Bafhaw and feme of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh- 
bourhood. This was the fcite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander's generals, who fucteeded 
to the government of this part of the 
country; and feveral of his coins are ftill 
to be met with in Bagdad. The gold 
coih is worth about two guineas; it beats 
as iirong an imprefsion of the head as the 
aMicient Ronian coins, but has a long 
beard. 

A little farther, towards Hilla, are 
ftill to be feen fome ruins of ancient Ba- 
bylon. 

During my flay at Bagdad the Turkifl^ 
arniy, confifting of fix thoufand horfe, 
returned from their encampment on the 
banks of the Tigris; and their crofsing 
the river over a bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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Uppeir end of the city at fun-rife in tegu* 
lar procefsion, had a very pretty appear-> 
^nce. The day before their arrival they 
fent to Bagdad as many (heep and cattle 
as fold for" a lack and a half of piafters* 
Thefe were the flocks that belonged to the 
rebellious Arabs* 

Bagdad at prefent is fuppofed to con-* 
tain more trcafure than any city of equal 
fize in the world ; and the immenfe quan«^ 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in tlie 
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of Bagdad feems to warrant fuch a con-* 
je6lure* He was murdered a few months 
ago by confpirators employed againft him 
by the prefent Kya ; and when the Bafhaw 
feized on his property, an exadt account 
was taken of his treafure, which amounted 
in value to upwards of 3,000,000l* fterling* 

The following ftory is related of the 
late Kya by the merchants^ and many of 
them, much to their forrow, are enabled 
to vouch for the truth of it: it alfo proves 
to what a length many of the Turkifh 
H Miniften 
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Minifters and Baftiaws carry their tyranny 
and opprefsion. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Bafhaw, and kept a moft ftri6t watch 
. over the conduct of all officers, civil and 
military; hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the, confpiracy* 
He was withal very avaricious, and ih* 
vented mafly Angular methods of adding 
to his treafure; among others, the follow- 
ing proved I'ery produdive: he always 
ke^ fpies over the merchants in the Ba- 
zar; and when he heard of any difpute 
among them, he would firft fend for one 
of the parties, queflion him refpe6ling the 
matter in difpute, arid, under a plea of 
the government being in want of money^ 
enquire how much he would give to gain 
liis caufe. The fum was ufually in pro- 
portion to the wealth of the complainant, 
and the animofity between the parties; 
Sometimes fo much as four or five thoufand 
piafters. He would then fet this maa 
alide, fend, for the other party, and ex-* 
amine him fefpe(5ting the quarrel^ and aa 
to the fum that he would give to gain bia 

caufe^ 



6aufe. This done, hewoutd CQnfrontthe 
two parties^ and decide in favour Qf him 
who had given the greater fum, returning 
the other his money, with fome har(h cen^ 
fures of his condud:. At length this prac- 
tice of the Kya was attended with a very 
>good effect*. The merchants found them-* 
ielvcs fo egregioufly foaled and fleeced^ 
that whenever any d if pute occurred, tl^ey 
were very glad to fettle it amicably among 
themfelves, taking all pofsible care to pre^^ 
vent its reaching the ears of the Kya# 

The prefent Kya caa neither read nor 
write. He was originally a Georgia^ flave 
boy, and brought up in the Haram; but 
was afterwards raifed to an inferior office 
on the military eftabliftiment. Having 
heard that the Bafhaw*s daughter wiflied 
to marry him, he gained over Jome of the 
military and civil officers, and caufed the 
Kya to be murdered one evej^ing as he was 
teturning from the Seraglio. When the 
Baihaw heard of it he immediately fled for 
prote&ion into the Haram, wbari? he con« 
. H 2 .. - cealed 
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cealed hifnfclf till he Was informed (hat 
no injury was intended towards hiiiir 

There was a confiderable Gommotion in 
the city for a few days, which, however^ 
Was foon fettled by orders being iiHied^ 
that whoever was found in arms in the 
flreets fhovtld immediately be put to death,, 
the prefent Kya was foon after appointed 
to fucceed, and married to the Baihaw'a 
daughter^ 

When it became neceflary to tranfmit 
an account of the affair to Constaniti- 
KoiPLE, it was ftated, that the late Mi- 
nifter had intended to poifon the Bafhaw, 
which was the caufe of his being put to 
death, 

I have often feen the prefent Kya; he 
does not appear to be thirty years of age, 
is comely, and has a very graceful figure j 
but in all probability he will not continue 
long in office; the lives of princes in thi? 
country are extremely precarious, perhaps 

mox9 
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imore fo thali in any other country in the 
univcrfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
affafsinated withm the laft twelve inonths. 

The laft of thefe was the celebrated 
Sheik TwYNEY, who was flain, while afleep 
in his tent, by a flave belonging to the 
Waaby. This happened only a week ago ; 
the news arrived foon after we came to 
BagT^ad, and has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the 
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
check the progrefs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked and defeated 
the Turkifli army, and it was apprehended 
tliat he would reach Bussora. 

Few Europeans tranfa6l any bufinefe at 
Bagdad, or keep any Confuls there. The 
Englifh have no Conful, but their bufin^fs 
is managed by an Armenian named Coja 
Makell, a very refpedtable man. I had 
letters to another Armenian merchant 
pamed Coja Stephon Babeck, a very 
^worthy man, who fpeaks tolerably good 

H 3 Englifh, 
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Englifli, and, I believe, is the only refi- 
dent in the whole city that underAands 
a word of it. 

The French at prefent have here a 
Conful named Rousseau, who is a rela- 
tion of the famous writer Jean Jaques. 
They do not, however, carry on much 
bufineis here, having at prefent no com- 
munication with India. 1 he ^French, 
during the prefent war, have often at- 
tempted to fepd difpatches to India by 
way of Bussora and Muscat, but thefe 
have always been intercepted by the vigi- 
lance of the Eaft-India Company's Refi- 
dent at Bussora. Here are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear to have very little 
employment; many offered me their fcr- 
rices as interpreters and companions to 
Constantinople; but I refufed thtnr 
proffers, as fervants are at all times, and 
particularly on fuch a journey, a Tery 
great incumbrance; and I would never 
recommend a perfon who travels to em- 
ploy any other than the pe(>|>le of the 
country he may be in* 

The 
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The following circumftance ferves to 
fliew in what refpe6l the Englilh are held 
here : 

Mr. Renaud, though only a clerk to 
Mr. Ma NEST Y, about five o'clock one 
afternoon waited on the Balhaw for a 
firnoaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio, he heard fome men crying 
out mod lamentably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafhes each, a punifhment almoft 
equal to death. He defired the people to 
defift, as he could not bear to hear the 
men's fhrieks, (who by the bye had only 
received five or fix ftrokes on the fojes of 
their feet) and he would intercede with 
the Baftiaw to mitigate their puniihment. 
On his mentioning this affair to the 
Bafhaw, the latter replied, that for his 
fake he would not only releafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
iliould be entirely at his difpofal. 

As foon as Mr. Renaud returned, he 

told us the circumftance. About nine 

H 4 o'clock 
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o^clock the fame evening, while we were 
^t fupper pn the top of the houfe, the 
two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
to us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr, 
Kenaud, who fpeafcs, the Arabic as flu- 
ently as Englifti, tpld them that he had 
prevailed with die B^ibaw to releafe them, 
and they were now ^t fMll liberty to go 
where they pleafed. It is inipofsible ta 
give the reader an adequate ide^ of the 
alteration in the poor men's cpuntenance$ 
when they heard thjs. They fell on their 
Jinees, and prayed to God and the Prophet 
to prpte<5t their <JeUverer, 

Captain Reid being now exceedingly 
Ul, and there not being the leaft profpedi 
of his recovery, iny other companions 
being alfo unwell, I h^gan to prepare for 
^ny depr^rtyre; MrvKENAUD haying ohr; 
tained my paffport, or iirniaun, under the 
Bafhaw's feal, and having alfo engaged-a 
Tatar, nam^d SiAp Aha^ed A04, to at?" 
tend mct • ^ . , ; 
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. The Mookadar (or keeper of the feals) 
paid us a vifity which was confidered as a 
very great honour. He gave dire6lions to 
the Tatar in my pt^fence to be attentive 
to the prefeVvation of my perfon and pro- 
perty, for that otherwife he fhould forfeit 
his head. I had now for the firft time an 
opportunity of obferving the ceremony of 
perfuming, &c. which is ufually paid to 
men of confeiquence. But the Mookadar 
was an exception to one very general cuf- 
tom amongft the Turks, as he did not 
fmoke tobaqco. On his taking leave he 
was compUmented with an elegant white 
^luilin turban and cumberband, the arti->' 
cles moft commonly prefcntpd pji vifits of 
ceremony. 

My Tatar drefs being ready, as well as 
the trappings of my horfe, I began to pre- 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Though I was to travel under the title of 
Conful,. yet it was neceflary to wear the 
Tatar drefs, to avoid being infulted by the 
populace, as is always the cafe when they 
difcover an European, whom they call 
1 Fringui. 
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Fringui. I had alfo my head ihaved, 
which I found to be of great fervice, as it 
kept me cool, and was moie convenient to 
me in wearing the Tatar drefs. 

I had entered into a written agreement 
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piafters; five hundred to be paid in ready 
money at Bagdad before my departure, 
and the remaining three hundred on my 
fafe arrival at Constantinople ; and he 
engaged not to take any other paflengers 
or merchandize under his care. I took 
bills from Bagdad on Constantinople 
both for my Tatar's three hundred piafters, 
and the money I had provided for the re- 
mainder of my journey. I had alfo let- 
ters of credit on Constantinople from 
Mr. Manesty, in cafe I ihould have oc- 
caiion for more money. 

My drefs confifted of a yellow cap about 
a foot high, broad at top and almof^flat, but 
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted 
the head. The lower part of the cap was 
covered all round with black lambfkin 
5 about 
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d}Out four inches deep, the infide lined 
and quilted, and in the upper part fluifed 
with wool extremely tight. Being thusv 
calculated to refift any weapon, it is an 
excellent fafeguard to the head. 'This 
cap,, which being very heavy, feels un- 
pleafantly at firft, is called a Culpack, and 
is only worn by the Tatars. My other ar- 
ticles of apparel were, a brown cloth coat 
trimmed with a broad black filk binding, 
wrapping quite round the body with ihort 
wide fleeves, and hanging down to the 
calf of the leg; blue Turkilh trowfers 
trimmed with black filk binding, made 
very wide, but buttoning tight round the 
£ma}l of the leg; and ftrong red boots to 
pull over the trowfers as high as the calf 
of the leg. The under-drefs is a Turkifh 
gown, with long fleeves buttoning clafe 
round the wrift; and a fliirt without a 
collar. Turks of all defcriptions have the 
Beck entirely bare. The Tatars wear 
drawers; but I wore a pair of ftrong leather 
breeches under my trowfers, which I found 
of very great fcrvice. A cumberband 
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about fix yards long was tied very tightly 
round my waifl, and in this I hung a 
brace oif piftols, befide having a large 
Turkifh fabre faftened round my middle 
with a belt* My European clothes, and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion for, 
I had packed up in wax cloth ; ihirts, 
ilockings, rfnd other ncceflarics that I 
Ihould have occafion for on the journey, I 
had put into a leather-pouch, which was 
faftened behind the faddle. 



THURSDAY, JULY 20. 

Being with my Tatar completely 
equipped, at five o'clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my cornpa- 
nionis* Captain Reid was reduced alinoft 
to a fhadow by the excefsive heat of the 
climate: he had been my companion in 
many agreeable excurfions, and I could 
fcarcely refrain from tears on thus taking 
leave of him, without the fmalleft hope 
of ever feeing him again. 



i 
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We rode near a mile through the Bazar, 
where the merchants, having been ap-\ 
prized when I fhould go, were waiting 
with their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure, upwards of two hundred under his 
charge, this being the only method they 
have of forwarding letters from one city 
to another. The merchants and Tatars 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms ; and the office of Tatar, as it is of 
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive confiderable prefents from the mer- 
chants. The letters are not any great in- 
convenience . to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage ; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confiderable city, 
the merchants immediately go to theConac 
for their letters. 

Near the weftern gate of the city a 
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded. 

4 

As foon as we were without the gates 
we fet off at a brifk trot, the firft part of 

our 
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pur road being^a perfaft defert, .without 
tlie leaft appearance of vegetationu Harmg 
ridden about four milcs^ we overtook the 
Tatar's fervant with three horfes^ the one 
on which he rode had ray European 
clothes, a few iieceflaries belonging to the 
Tatar^ and a couple of leatliern bottles 
with water. The fecond horfe had only a 
cloth on him and a bridle; being brought 
as a referve, in cafe of any accident hap* 
pening to the other horfes. The third was 
Iftden with two bales of merchandize, z 
thing exprefly againfl our agreement. I 
had a6hially deprived myfelf of many nc-^ 
ceflarics that I might nx)t be encumbered ; 
and now finding that my Tatar had den 
ceived me, I thought of returning tO/ 
Bagdad, and charging him witli his 
breach of contra6t. Reproaching him fiac 
his condu6t, I threatened to return, which 
alarmed him very niuch, as fuch^ilep. 
would in all probability ha\^ ruined him«; 
He fokmnly aifiired me, that hefliould 
only take them to Mosul. 

Th€*igh 
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Though m\ich difconcerted by this con* 
du<St ill ray Tatac, yet having already paid 
him five hundred piailers, I thought it 
better to proceed, even tliough I might be 
detained a few days. The Tatar then pro- 
miiing to make as much hafle as pofisible^ 
we continued our journey, and about nine 
miles from Baqdad arrived at the banks 
of a branch of the TiGRf s* The road was 
here very rough, and full of ftunted 
flirubs* We foon left the river, and at 
ten o'clock paiTed through the town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
docks of fheep, watched by Shepherds for 
fear of the jackalls, which were very nu- 
merous, and made a moil hideous noife. 
On crofsing a plain weftward of Yankja, 
though between ten and eleven o'clock at 
nighty I felt much inconvenience from a 
hot and fulphureous wind, I tied a hand- 
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till it 
paiTed ais^ and my Tatac dkl the fame;^ 
bi^ I heg^n .to apprehend fome danger. 
As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the^ 
night, what havock might they not make 
when the fun was at its height, and the 

earth 
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earth at its greateft heat ! We continued 
our journey at the rate rf about 'five miles 
aR hqiirtiU eleven o'clock, when we ar- 
rived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we flept in the open air on a quilt and a 
pillow^ with all our clothes on*. This place 
and Yankja • are tx)th fmall ftraggling 
townsy every houfe being furrounded by a^ 
icparate mud walL 
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We fet out this morning at half paft, 
four o'clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three horfes# 
We palled through . feveral villages, and 
faw many, very fine fields of com, with 
great quantities of game. Small cuts that 
led from a large canal fupplied the country, 
with water, and made it very rich; the- 
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and 
fom^times dangerous for the horfes to pafs, 
being only a few fticks laid acrpfs, and^ 
covered with clay. 

The 
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The Turk, to fht9t his dexterity; went 
on fall gallop over one of thofe bridges; 
but hifl horfe fell down, and threw him to 
a cionfiderable diftance. 

We continued our'ro^te at the rate of 
four 'miles ati hotir till half pad (ix o^cIock, 
when we arrived at a Conac in a fmall 
village, called Hope. Here I breakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to fleep under 
the ihade of forae trees near the canaL 
A very fine ftream pf clear water ran 
through the village, in which were large 
qimiitities of turtle. 

We fet out again at half paft four 
oV^lock, galloped for fbme time over an 
open defert country, and at feven ar- 
ri^d at a fmall town, furrounded by a 
mud wall, called Massabbas, near the 
banks of the river Deaal. In this neigh- 
bourhood were the remains of fome mili- 
tary entrenchments. We faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-^fet, and one 
of extraordinary fize drew near us, and 
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did not appear alarmed. Being very well 
mounted, I rode full gallop towards him 
with my fahre in my hand j expecting the 
creature would have run away; but I was 
foon deceived ; for when I came near him, 
he pu^ hiinfelf in^a fi^flure ctf defence, 
prefenting one fide, and inclining his head 
towards i^e. I tltpughit it prudent to 
make a^ precipitate retreat, and am of 
opinion that had I attacked him he would 
bavedeftppyed hothmyfelf and horfe; for^ 
though I l>ad both a fahre and piftok, I do 
^ot ipiagine that I Qould have made, any 
imprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal. . 

V(e now rode at the rate of five miles an 
l^ur, Gfoffed the river Dea al over a ftone 
bridge w^ich had two:very lofty ibcioe 
pillars ^one end^ and at half pail nine 
Q'<?lock arrived at a v?illftge called C«Ut. 
BuccAK, where we ilept on the bare 
grpimd in the open air* . : 



SATURDAY^ 
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At half paft one o'clock, as we were 
remounting, a large party of Arabs on 
horfeback^ntered the village. We pur- 
lued our journey at thfe rate of four miles 
an hour, and- at four o'clock again croffed 
the riirer Deaal over a ftone bridge at a 
village called Deaal-abbas. Before day- 
break we met feveral parties of Arabs on 
horfeback between Chubuccan and this 
plaice; but they did not moleft us, and we 
very feldom flopped to fpeak to them, 
only giving the cuftomary falutation as we 
pafled. Here 1 procured bread and new 
milk, on which 1 made a very comfortable 
breakfafl* We mounted again at half paft 
four, and) turning due Eaft, paflfed through 
a well cultivated country along the banks 
of the river Deaal till fix o'clock, when 
we arrived at Adanaque. 

This town is fituated at the foot of a 

•ange of mountains, running Eaftand 

I 2 Weft. 
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Weft, apd 15 well watered by fome clear 
rivulets .that t\^n frcpn t^^e mountains^ 
Though h^re is plfjnty of ftooe, yet all the 
houfes are built ^vfithclay, aad. are only 
onp ftory high* .,,Id this, place cranes are 
fp abundant, that there is fcarcely a houfc 
which has not feveral nqfts upon it. They 
are. very tame, .and the inhabitants never 
moleft them. When any thing difturbs 
thefe birds, they make a violent clatter 
with their long beaks, which is fometimes 
repeated by the otherp all oyer the to^n; 
and tlus noife will fometimes continue ^p 
feyei^l min\ijes. It is as loud as a watch- 
man's rattle, andi not much unlike it in 
fojind# , f 

From Apanaque we fet out. pn /nefh 
horfes at half pad iour o'clock, and ,^f-? 
cended the mountains bjy very ., narrow 
paffes. Some were cut through the folid 
rock, giving room only for onp. hprif^. to 
pafs at a time. On the top of one. pf thefp 
mountains fome, Arabs were , encapip^di 
who exadled a few piafters from my T^stJl-r-j, 
There were indeed o^y k^alf.a.dozep of 

them. 
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them, but they were afl well armed;' and* 
I obferved them getting their matchlqck^^ 
ready, in cafe my l^atarhad refufed to 
comply with their demands. It requires 
fome time for a nian to prepare a match- 
Jock, as he has to ftrike a light. They are 
very certain at a fteady mark, but other- 
wife cannot be depended upon. They are 
chiefly rifle-*barrel§, and the Arabs are near 
a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains we en- 
tered an extenfive vale, through which a 
confiderable river runs from Weft to Eaft, 
called by the natives SHAX-EL-NARiNe 
There were feveral Arabs with their fiocks 
on the banks of the river, which we croffed 
at fun-fet. Though a confiderable body 
of water, it is a fine clear ftreani; but has 
no bridge over it near* this place. 

' About the banks of this river were fe- 
veral very curious animals, a fpecies of the 
Jerboa as defcribed by Buffo N. They 
biirrbwlike rabbits, fecm very tame, and 
rim very faft upon their hind legs. The 
J 3 tail 
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tail is extremely long in proportion to 
the body, and has a large white tuft at 
the end. When fitting- on the ground 
they have niuoh the appearance of rats, 
but are about' twice the fize, and of a 
muhc lighter colour^ 

We continued our journey, travelling at 
the rate of about three miles an hour, ^nd 
at ten o'clock arrived at a town called 
Kara TAP A. Here my Tatar difmifled the 
fervant he brought fronft Bagdad, ifter 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
eleven Vve (H out again 'oti frefti horfesy 
th^ Turk and his fervant ftill accompany-^ 
jng us, . 



After we left Karatapa, though the 
rpad was often very rugged, artd we hacj 
fometimes difficulty enough to difcern 
afiy tnick, we rode full gallop. the greater 
part of the way. One fervant ufually 
ii[?ads one or- twp hprfes^ '^nd thofe are 
^ . ' whipped 
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whipped by the Tatar or other fervants 
who follow. One of the fervants rode up 
to whip my horfe; but, being as well 
mounted as any of the party, I thought 
myfelf able to ride as well as they. It 
alfo appeared to me fomewhat difgraceful 
to fuffer my horfe to be whipped by another 
perfon ; and on one of the fervants ftriking 
my beaft, I turned round and laflied him. 
-This was a broad hint, to be fure; but it 
had the defired efFe6t; for they never 
offered to whip my horfe afterwards. 

Travelling ftill on full gallop, we pafTed 
more of thofe encampments where the 
Arabs are ftationed to exact money. As 
the night was very dark, no moon being 
viiible, and the roads exceedingly roughs 
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party 
but had one or more falls, though thofe 
cattle arc in general very fure-footed. 

We arrived at Kuppree at half paft two 
o'clock, after crofsing the river Narik 
over a ftone bridge." 

I ♦ At 
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At four o'clock we fet out agaip on 
frefti horfes, and pailed overa very barpen 
country, not meeting with a fingle habi- 
tation. We; continued along the bafes of 
a chain of hills on our right, running Eail 
and Weft, and, though galloping all the 
way, met with no accident, the road 
being in general very good, l^me of our 
horfes, however, were fo much tired, that 
we were obliged to leave them behind, 
and mount the led horfes which are al- 
ways kept in referve. At half paft fix* 
o'clock we arrived at a town called Tust 
COMART^E, where we refted, 

TuscoMARTEE is Very pleafantly fitu- 
ated to the North, at the foot of fome 
bills, and is well watered by feveral clear 
ftreams that flow from them* It com- 
mands a very fine profpe6l over an exten-t 
five vale tp the South ; in which it fhould 
feem that in winter there is a great deal of 
grafs, if we might judge from the long 
brown tufts that ftilj remained. The fun 
is fo very powerful at this feafon as to dcr 
ftroy all vegetation, except near tlie rivulets 
' that 
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that flow from the mountains, where we 
find numerous flofcks of Iheep and herds 
of cattle. Thefe, however, the fhepherds 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the evening, on account of the wild beads. 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen or twenty miles, I could not 
>difcover a fingle habitation. 

Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable, 
and the people were very attentive. In- 
deed, if any of the fervants, or even the 
mailers of the Conacs, had neglected their 
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to' 
give them a good horfe- whipping. 

Their mutton is very fine, as is their ' 
poultry alfo. Their kids too are very good ; 
but they drefs their victuals too mucH for 
an Englifhman, and eat extravagantly of - 
the fat. Their bread is moftly in thin' 
cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here 
was chiefly bread and milk. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we left 
Tuscomartee; ^nd, galloping the whole 

of 
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of th? way over a barren country, arrived 
at half paft fix at a town called Taook.. 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fsitne extenfive vale, which is about twenty 
miles over, and has a chain of mountains 
en each fide, running Eaft and Weft, 

We fet out from Taook at half pafi: 
eight o'clock, and, after riding about four 
miles, arrived at a town called TepelLtBE 
in the fame vale, watered by feveral 
ftreanis flowing from the mountains on the 
North, We did not ftop at Tepbllee^ 
but continued our journey, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and fometimes intricate. 

In the nights, which were now very 
dark, I could not but think that going^full 
gallop over fuch rough ground mud be 
attended with fome danger; and I ther€^ 
fore checked my Tatar; but while the 
day-light continued permitted him to go 
as-faft as he chofe. 

The 
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The Tatars are excellent riders, being 
the greater part of their time on horfe^ 
back J they have not, however, the lead 
regard for the bcafls, bat gallop up hill or 
down without diftinftion, and keep on tilj 
fcHnctiines the horfes fall under the fatigue^ 
unable to go any farther. Neyerthelefs^ 
thefe horfes are much more hardy and 
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of Eu- 
rope. The riders do not fecm to be much 
afraid of a fall, which often happens in 
galloping down hill; for the cap prefefvcs 
tbe bead, the cumberband the body, anc^ 
thc:fln)ng boots the legs; and the foot ia 
vety eafily difengaged from the flirrups^ 
which are iroo-piates, nearly as long aia 
the footp 
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» •» • 

* We I continued riding moderately till 
two o'clock, when we arrived at Kir- 
COOK, alfo fituated in the vale before- 
jffientionedf 
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^-^^ We fet out agaiii ortfrefh horfes at three 
6^cIock, arid fbbn after afcended the chain 
5f mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found feveral Naphtha pits. 
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are about 
three feet deep, and into them the Naphtha' 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very ftrong 
fmell, nearly refembling that of our coal» 
tar. Juft above thefe pits were feveral 
rocks of fait. 

We foon after found ourfelves among 
ibme hills fhaped lik<fe hay-cocks, which 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and Ihclls, 
like thofe ufually feen on the fides of 
rivers. 

Toward the top of this chain of mou^i* 
tains, thefe round hills wefe very large ; biit 
they gradually dirtiiniflied for about two 
grilles, when we defcended into an ext^ri^' 
five vale. 

This was to us a great relief; fdf it was 

moft unpleafant travelling among thofe 

5 hills. 
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billSf. beiDjg;. jpblig^ to, 9iake a zigzag 
^ourfey ancl fiadii^g the)^ in fomj^ places fo 
extremely fteep, that it was with diffi^ 
culty our horfes could k^ep their feet, the 
roundiih pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the 
bottom werq not much larger than a good- 
fized hay-cock; and feen from the vale 
below they had a very fingular appear- 
ance, extending from Eaft to Weft, as far 
the eye could reach. 

This imraenfe range of mountains ap- 
pears as if it had once formed a barrier. 
Along the top are the remains of a very 
ftrong wall, built with ftbne and cemented 
with bitumen. 

Soon after we had defcended into tlie 
v^le, wepufhed on, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppree,^ 
where we arrived at half paft feven o'clock^ 

This is a large and populous town, built 
on an ifland formed by. the river Altcxn, 
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dividing itfelf clofe above the town, and 
uniting again a little' below it^. the town 
nearly covering the whale ifland. Here 
is at prefent a very large garrifon of Turk- 
ifli foTdiers; and the towamay be deemed 
impregnable,, being d/ifilcuU of aecefs, anjj 
the ufe joi artillery not/ known in thi$ 
country^ . • , * 

On entering the town we croffed the 
river, over which is a ftone bridge of on6 
arch, the higheft I ever faw. The paffage 
over this bridge is rery difagreeable, it- 
being exceedingly fteep on both fides, and 
like a Gothic arch running up to a poitit 
in the center. The pavement upon the 
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe had 
feveral falls before I got over it. X^is 
town is at prefent the capital of Turkifli 
CURDI5TAN, and a Baftiaw refides in it. 

, We fet out again, at five o*dodc in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town croffed 
the other branch of the river, oirer which 
i6 a bridge of two arches. This river con-i^ 

tains 
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tkins a large body of water, and falls into 
tl>e Tigris, a few miles below the town. 

Soon after we left Alton Kuppree, 
we entered a yery line and well cultivated 
country, fertile in corn and garden vege* 
tables, the former being then about to be 
cut. A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, with very little cul- 
tivation; nor did we fee much fertility till 
we arrived near Evrill, which is thirty- 
two miles from Alton Kuppree. 

, Evrill appears to have been formerly a 
place of fome importance, for it exhibits 
tke remains of an old caftle on the top of 
an artificial hill on the Weft fide of the 
town, and in the vicinity are feveral Naph- 
tha pits# It is faid to he the ancient Aree^ 
LA,; near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
roundiitis an open champaign* We did 
not change horfes here, but continued our 
journey four miles farther^ and at eleven 
o'clock arrived at a town called Ankava. 

For 
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For tlie greateft part of this flage th^ road 
was very good* 

1 

TUESDAY, JULY 25. 

This morning we fet out from Ankava 
at half paft one, and, riding very fall:, at 
five reached a fmall town called Killick, 
on the banks of the river Zarp. Here 
was a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
paflTage that mull take up a confiderable 
time, being without boats. The horfes 
and camels fwim acrofs, three or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat's Ikin inflated with 
^ind, which he keeps under his breaft. 
The merchandize and paflengers are car- 
ried over on a platform, which is fupported 
by the fame kind of flcins blown up in 
proportion to the weight they have to 
carry. We crofled over in this manner, 
and were not detained long, the conduc* 
tors of the caravan giving us, as ftrangers, 
the preference. 

The 
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The Za&p is a very: large and perfedtly 
cl^r river^ flowing from fome very high 
mountainis to the northward^ capped with 
fnow. The country near the river appears 
to be very fertile, and produces great quan^ 
titles of corn^ which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having crbiTed the 
Zarp, we were foon re-mounted, and 
after riding about fix miles through a fer* 
tile country, arrived at another confider- 
able river called the Hazir, which, flows 
from near the fame fource. This is not 
fo large as the Zarp, but as there were 
no conveyances, it was with fome difificulty 
we were enabled to ford it, being now un- 
ufually high on account of the fnowmelt-* 
ing from the mountains. 

We rode very fafl over a fine champaign 
for about fix miles farther, and at eight 
o'clock arrived at a town called Kara-^ 

KOOSH. 

Horfes not being ready, we had to wait 
an hour, though I was very anxious to get 
to Mosul this morning, as I thought it 

K wguld 
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would gaia me a'ltfay^ Hoties were 
brought a little after nine o^^lock; but 
the fun was now become excefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire into^the 
fhzdCf At\d feme of t them down into deep 
vaults* . This part of the country if 
reckoned the moll dai^erous at this feafon, 
on account of the Samiel winds, which 
are now at their greateft ftrcngtb^ and 
more people are deilroyed by them thatt 
in any other way* Both my Tatar and 
myfelf being exceedingly well mounted, 
we fet out at full fpeedV and continued 
that pace moft part of the way, which is 
near twenty miles j for the Samiel winds 
were beginning to rife before we could 
reach Mosul, andthey would have gained 
ftrength fo faft, that I have no doubt if 
we had been an hour later, expofed as we 
were, the whole party, men and horfes, 
would have been laid dead on the groundv 
We reached Mosul at a quarter befwe 
eleven o'clock, after crofsing the Tigris 
dver a bridge of boats. From my long 
expofure to the fun, the (kin had come 
offboth.my hands and face. Immediately 
> . . 5 - on 



Ibix my arrival I wctit to bftthe ia the bum*^ 
miims^' Irhich i fbutid very'refrefhiAg« 

r MosvLr ?>^hich Is faid by fdi»e of the 
ikihabitants to be the ancient Ninrveh^ is 
pleafantly iituated on a declivity upon the 
ri^it banks of the Tioris. What it may 
fbrmerly havt be«b Tcannot fay; but it ii 
how a very hirgp t6wn^ sknd contains many 
handfome buildings, exdufite Of the hum^ 
miim^ nioiiquei, ^ and tiiiiiaret^i which are 
bll^bnih of hewa. fl]ohe; 

' Here is hot fo rtiiich referte of manneh 
td iff the cftie^ to the eaftward, women of 
all defcriptions bekig nearly as much ex- 
pofed as in Ei^roi^e. Th^ town is very 
jpopuloui^, and comprifes men of various 
religions; but the great bulk of the inha*- 
bitants are Curds, or^ as the Arabs call 
them, Kurks. 

I took a guide and went over moft part 

€£ the towfi. Tlie Bazar is large and well 

inpfli^; and moil of the articles, except 

K 2 clothing, 
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clothiiig, are very ihoderate. The people 

appeared much ihore induiirious than any 

I had feen before fince I left India. Va* 

nous manufadtories are carried on, and in 

Tome' they excel the Europeans. Their 

faddles and trappings for horfes, in parti* 

cular, are v^ry cleganti * They alfo maids 

carj^isfe of- Bk^ <trith flciwenP U^orkcd - hi 

'tfien^, -Whieh feeift toVie with the be(t^bf 

bW manufiwflulres* Tliey are? aWb very 

dexterous iti making- edgings and- tridi-* 

xiiings of various fciridsi' both for m^njafld 

^ women. Their mamifaiiStbri^s iri copper 

^nd iron too are * very num[erdus;'aiid/a 

great variety of articles made dfithofe 

metals are fent down the Tigris as low as 

^ Bu^s^oRAv excluflv^of theimmenfc (fazn- 

litydf irretaF fent dS'^rH unmanufadurfed ; 

>fbr tficy ^et the ore iH abundance from the 

" motiiiteirts'to the northward. 

' Thefowri of Mosul is ftirrounded by a 
itlrtJng^iofty 1l^l^ huilt with hewn ftone. 
Thie ^pace witlnn the Wall is not entirely 

^ccirpiedby houfes; many places fadng 

-■^> t'4'^ : V ■; ..<. _.,.,.- ^ covered 
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covered' ^ith roins^ , which provea thajt it 
hM once heen much more populoiis than 
at'prcfentvi 

DiredUy. pppolite. the Coaac, where I 
flopped, was the Court of Juftice. The 
imh he?eja:e sreryr.lhQrti hi in lefs than 
^ve oiiiiaiutesrafter^ii^ prifoner i$ taken be- 
fore the eooirty ifvlietbc Jbuxid gyilty, he 
k!:cQtifTeyedotQr/ieG^ .punifhment. 

The Couft oi Juilice is opened at fun*rife ; 
.iutitdoes not continue above two hours^ 
htf ■■ as the reader will perceive, they have 
a.imethod q£ difp^tching bufmefs very 
quickly* 

\' I met here a Venetian Padre nampd 
MoNEUR, with whom I converfed in Latin, 
^ whid> he f poke very fluently. He had re- 
cently received letters from Constanti- 
NOPLE, giving an account of the French 
having invaded his country, at which 
he feemed much concerned. He was a 
vrery. intelligent pleafant man, s^idmuch 
:< more learned than many of the Xraternity, 
He had his mifsion from the Pope, h94 
•v K 3 be^n 
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been 'ikt .Mosul* two years and er^s^^ 
months, and intended going to India 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
wl^le town that u^derilood either French 
or En^Uh^ ^ 

i; I. here- found tJbftiX pouid ^nqt pix>cee<i 
by the ufual* rpute^ iontapcioimt ai,thm 
l^b^turbiilent il&tepf th«ifib Thn 

iohabitanU of j£SfrEEBAi werein q^n€$H 
bullion , againfl theXur^ih gevemmentjf 
b^d killed the Baibaw^ and conimkted 
many pthereicc^iles* ^Ivwa&alib told^ .thai 
it was very* dangeroiia to go e^en a few: 
milesifom Mosul without a ilrongguaiob 
In confequence of this information, my 
iTatai:, waited on t^lie Ba(haw with the 
iirmaun, who inlmediately ordered 4 
guard of an officer and (ixteen horfemen* 
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* V At rfour o'clock; in the afternoon W0 

l^ere iivformed that our guards and fer?t 

yaMs Wfre jroady. We mounted, an4 

.J foun^ 



fbuftd thcan waifetng for us at the weilenoi 
gate. ■ -'■ v. ;:' -i:-; ,. . ^r^^ f^yi 

,:',: - ... ,w' / ;■ ■■'.- '.. ' :^-v; . ' Mc: 

I haa JHJW'th*^ mortification ta find 'my* • 
Tatar again breaking his promife by taltfh^ 
the merchandize further. Though I had 
n<it^hi13iei^^T)e*ln m^ I 

«hotight tfefet-k'm?ght be a tetoptattbn tt> 
tlie^umc?jtewb<m!fedf banditti that infdl 
tMfe e(3^tit^yy bdtiff I had ' no alternatSVte^ 
il\i<fts fefitJed tS*^ fubiAit to this grofe imp6^ 
/Hibn. • The-horfes belonging to thtf Whoiji 
^fetty *fei^ exceedingly goodf and thife 
wsts perfedly heceffary, as we had tb travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty niiles be^- 
fore we could obtain frefti on^si ^ The of^ 
ficcfr's horfe was a beautiful whitt Arabiair, 
lixceedingly fwift, - 

Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their beaih -a 
breathing, exercifed with their fpears, 
which to me Was one of the fincft fights I 
had ev^r beheld. The officer wofe a fdariet 
gown and cameiine; his cap was ftteur two 
feet high, and liiapdd like the cr^ttn df -^ 
'*■ ' K ^ hat; 
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iiat;ibis^ beard wasiilong* t^ind : Ma^ aad 
he was ' about thij^y lyears^of age.'. Tba 
foldiessiwere drefledili white; viihicaii^ 
caps aiKi'iiirbanspnaQ4^i<»f7.^v xce^^ 

tachefci,:j;iir^. w:jj.a iin^: z::^. \. rs^,- :., :■ 

; TbeiMAiettkd^hrtv^lhe^eountr^ 
peilc^ius^^tii' traii^t upr^lhe.rig^ ba^ks of 
theTioRis^^ Wt0de^iftb4eftit^]^4ta|biQii| 
£3UF milei an hodi^i'^ aod ^p leveiv o^dock 
arrived ^t a imaH ^iUd^ on tfaei^fanl^ci^ 

try tbfpujE^-u^i(^rtyM?<lia 
Mosul tp this village is very well cultir 
yatedy prodi(cing great quantities of corn; 
aqd nearly'the -Whole. of thecway we fa\y 
ruins on botl^ fides of the river, fome at a 
4:bli(iderable diftancevtand qthdis cl^fe. on 
*the banks, :Tbis.v&llageis'iituated4ns!tbe 
:top 0f axi'^lnioft^perjbendichilaf ^lifi^^aba^ 
ll^bi^redand^fty ywds'a^ 

X. We;fet:out agaii^'i^ o^bt \Q^c]pck^ our 

f^rd'iMwamaaiitihg tirtwenfy'^orfexx^n. 

;Th&'Mid iibon:^ beekme rcry hHly , and 

tixgg^} bubidtfted ^^had .got tbrougli 

r.l^r fomo 



only oD«i^li0ife:iGOtild'.|(o:^tia/>tinic 
^gaiorciitteK tot the faabJoSrof ibe TiORfSk 
11ie/iiigb(tv><waf )idbtrk$ a^ (o \xa^ 

bad, that it was witK much difficulty i^^aer 
cpuld make any progrefs. We now turned. 
tOildze>ibiithi8raj)dt ileamogithe TrfORi» iou 
^r^gbt» aM joiiied a largticaia\^n ^og 
to BlAJtSfiKiJi#. It confined of ahout t^a 
tiiottiand> camels, three thoufand^ aiif& and 
toutes^ and j»e(thoafand hordes; the whole 
being condttdU^ by an Arab Sheik,: v^ 
ft coofidet^k Aiimber of guards« . 



Soon after we had came up with the 
;caravan, which w^ about >6ne o^clock in 
the mbrningi fereral Tatafs going to Di^ 
j^EBBKfH joined^ our paity; for,:.thou^ 
equipped to travel much fafter than a ca* 
:aravan, thby wtire a&aid ;to pufh forifi^ard* 
/Threre ai^ no fixed refidences iu'tbiacQiim- 
vtry, and it is at prefent much infixed by 
nKrandeiinghordi^s of bandittis' ^/^ej^.the 

Tatars 
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Tatars had joined our -paily it amou&te^ 
to forty, horfe. We- ne«r rode fafter tha» 
the caravan, which formed. a continued 
line qf full fix miles, and came up with 
the bead of it at five -o'clock* We then 
Hopped by* the fide of a fmall rivulet o» 
an extenfive plain* Here alfo^ the earavail 
ilopped, unloadii^g their beafts of burden^ 
and pitchmg^heir tents, as they (&ia«e^pi;>* 

My Tatar mi Kavittg pi^ai^disd^rKi^ 
accommodations, ^V ^iis b:^}Ag^^pfirM^ 
down on thebatp earth; wkll altiify^lMDet^ 
on* I flept, however, till feven o'clockj^- 
when the fun became very hot, I theft 
^ent inta thc-i^ab' .-Shelk^iiTtent, an4 
Veakfafted with him. . . - 

•-.'- ■ . • .-, .!'.:* i."^ ' •: li^ )Z ..i:- 

- Near this fiyulet ;is.;a 10% moitodrii^ 
tjarth, which commands an extenfiye prof?- 
.pCiSl oyer the plain^ Qp /the . toj>> i<tf , this 
mound the. Sheik kept a* watch the ^whole^ 
day^ to prevent a furprizG . 0£ thofe la&y.' 
mounds pf earth there, are) m^ny ii^this 
country, jind they; are jio doubt Artificial, 
^s they.^l way^ -ftaadi fingly on: • extenfiyer 

. • plains. 



iplsi^^ ^Ikhey ]Xku^^ h^ ha^e>icoflb 

t^em^lyiMri^p- ;•;>-■• .,('>.... .-.-., 

I here cayghtr^;>ai^ locji^fts of an e;strv 
ordinary fize, and very thick in proportion 
tf^: , tMf 4|9i»gth^ . rTilicy tave^ na ; wings, 
i|K>y? flowly^; a^f^d^f^ eafilj ita^en^ I fooa 
^ci^d it : iieK^aj&y to. be cs^-eful that they. 
<iid RQt bite me^ for I am |>erfuaded that 
t|iey-(^ii]id ea&ly b^ve bitten my finger to- 
jtiUt bofie^ .v,| t;ned one with, a twig about 
a»)tJitck;a$,ft.;^iJU which it bit through in- 
^tttly. I then diiTedted one, and on ex^ 
amining one of its. grinders found it nearly 
a^ Jarge as a bunaan tooth, and fo bardie 
that} Mras not able to make any imprefsion 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly the colour of mahogany. 

'iiFjndii^g (hat M^e were not moleiled by 
dii39 or other infedis, and afcribing this 
ciiK&umAance to the excefsive heat of the 
fun ajt this feafpn^ I made an experiment 
on^ one of tbefe. large locufts, by expoling 
it to the fun, wh^h adhially killed it in 
'..". -■ .. " ' ' " • '^ ' Ms 
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lefs than an faoiin I alfo found that flies; 
when expofed in the middle of the day, 
fell down almoft inftantly; aitd that all 
kipds of infe6ls muft either get into fome 
fliade^ or inevitably perift*' 

TheShHk Was uiitfef fonJe apprehcnfions 
that he fhottid be alta^ed, and- toc^,^ ^ 
courfe, every ncceflary precaution. H«f 
kept about fifty horfemen ready to mount 
in a moment, arid fent others eight or leii' 
miles round as a patrole. It was near tll4s^ 
place that the Tatar whom I have menk' 
tioned before * was mwdered,- and tbis( 
circumihince was ftill freih in the initids 
of the people. It muft, however, have 
required a very confiderable force'to have 
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men as beafts of burden, and every 
one armed with fome fort of weapon. 
The greateft part had long fpears, and 
though thefe might not appear Very for* 
midable againft regular Europfean trooj*, 
they are perfedtly well adapted to the 

* Page 35. 

prefent 



prefent mode of fightings iu this qouptxy. 
Some of. tt>e pe<^ l>a4 Jbows and arrqws^ 
and^»it»d^Q4 ppft^fithe Tf^tars was armed 
witJkl thejpij ; ; Thisi map was very dexteroug 
in (hooting ; wl^p h»i\, hfirfetsiack, hq c5ar- 
rled his bow and quiver flung over his 
iko9W€rr.<^(^ftpppar#4. capable, of, doing 
lpaore[;exepi^l;ioii tban ithe fpearrqnen« 

t - The ' gf ownd whereon . we , were en* 
icamped was covered with I^ong dried grafs 
«ild tobaci^ leaves^ both qyite brown 
and withered; for no green thing appears 
[h^re^ except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 
} ■ ■ • 

, : Some of the people belonging to the 
^caravan fet tlie grafs on fire to leeward of 
>the encampment, which fpread very ra- 
pidly> and quickly confumed its fuel. 

-v :At half paft five o'clock we fet out with 
Ji^s inunenfe caravan^ which required two 
^hpurs to be put in motion ; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 

- . , FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULYSSi * *: 

• We continued in company with tW 
caravan till three o*clock this morning^jr 
Ravelling at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The fofemoft perfoiw of ibti 
caravan then began to pitch their tents by 
the fide of a rivuleti 

Being joined by the JDiAEfiEWii Tatatl 
and five Arabs, Which made our party 
amount to twenty horfe, we now left the 
caravan, and pufhed forward^ at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an open defert 
country, in which not a habitation hor 
any fpecies of cultivation were to be feem 

At fun-rife we came to fom^ Hvulet$^ 
whofe banks were covered with grafs and 
ruihes, growing very thick and longi 
Among thefe were feveral wild hogs^ 
which ruihed out to the neighbouring 
plain as we approached. 1/ faw one 
drgve of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet) 



f ivulet, 4s if they intended to crofis us ; and 
all the noife the ^vhole party could qiake 
was not fu0lci«it to turn *hem. Being 
exceedingly well mounted, I purfued {beta 
at fulLfpeed, having with me two Arabi 
armed with their long fpears. We overtook 
thetn at the rivulet^ when the whole herd 
ruihed through, and ran acrofs the plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide hirh* 
felf among the rufhes. The Arabs with 
their fpears foon found him out. He at-^ 
tempted to riin acrofs the plain after the 
others, but we purfued clofely, and turnied 
him. I foon found that the Arabs were 
more dextrous than myfelf, for they had 
fpeared him before I was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After he had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes, 
while we endeavoured to keep him off with 
ottr weapons. The Arabs had the advan- 
tage with their fbng fpears, as I could not 
cut him with my fabre till I was very near 
hith* Through my inattention and want 
6f experience, he at one time actually 
touched my borfe with his tuflcs, and I 
*•- • ^ \^as 
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was very near betog diiiaioiinted. . Such 
an accident might have proved fiital, aa 
the hog would fooo have destroyed me 
while on the ground. He alfq touched 
one of the Arabs horfe% but did not greatly 
injure either^ the horfes being very quick 
in their motions. He foamed at the 
mouth, and fnatched at the fpears^ or any 
thing that came near him. While he had 
ilrength we were all afraid to clofe upon 
him, and only wounded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through lofs of blood, and we then clofed 
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
he fell. I did not obferve that he made 
the lead noife either during the chace nr 
while we were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling (ize, and his colour 
was a deep red. 

The reft of the party did not interfere,, 
but remained quiet fpe6tators, and were 
highly entertained. To me it was one of. 
the greateft treats that could poisibly bave^ 
happened, as I had never witnefled any 
thing of the kind before. I had frequently, 

feen 



attaftl^<h«hl^ • Irtit^^vir!? afiSift^o ^6 ft afenc; 

dent ilwotflcP Have been.- They defferhf 
flMtrifyfW^mucli'iofiger tlian I coiild^fiave 
imaginisdj^ -aad' iiHcM itritkted no iattintKil' 
ean^ fe Akit* furiiSus. We left the hog^ 
dedd^ tipoit the' grolind, and foon after- 
wards faW a Very lar^e brown wolf. 

•'We again continued* our route at the 
rjrte^ bf fix miles ail hour, till half paft 
e%ht o'clock, when we arrived at one of 
thofe artificial hills fituated on an extenfive 
plain by a plcafant rivulet of clear water. 
Thfe*e is no fixed refidence to be feen near 
this j^lace, and the tents are only tempo- 
rary,- to accommodate travellers who are 
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent difturbed 
ftate of the country; - • 

We ilept in a tent pitched by the fide 
of the rivulet, and I was fortunate in 
getting a' little bread arid milk.' I batbedi 
in the ritulet, ind found it very refreftiing. 

'"■ It lalfo 
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1 alfo felt much ;eafe and comfort from 
having my head (hav^d, and always wafiied 
my ihi^ad in coki water whenever I had an 
afq)ortut?ity* 

^At $ye 0'ck)4?k in the afternoon we again 
mounted our horfes^ and afler travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open 
country which, appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, though now en* 
tirqly forfaken, we came to fome iine 
ftreams of water, on the banks of one of 
which are the ruins of a city, which ap- 
peal's to have been once very extenfi^, 
and nearly in the fhape of a half moon» 
Here were many hewn fton^ of very large 
dimenfions; and among the ruins I faw a 
ilone coffin, with the lower part entire, 
but could not difcover any infcription 
either on the ftones or on the coffin. 
About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs, 
a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter 
very tame* The ftreams, however^ 
abounded with fiih* 

. '*• 



' We- cont^ue4 ftur XQ}fffi nearly ^ue 
Weft tUl: tiUie o'cl^ck^ when^ JMmng 
proBki 9,nffji}^9 we ti^irned to the north* 
,ward. X^Ae of .our party abou^ thjfi f^fffj^ 
loQ: his way, ibut on his firing ^ {^iiol, <W,9 
were enaJbled to find fa^tn . T^e nigh^ being 
very dark, and there being lio road or 
path to follow, it was iojo^^itin^s wji(th ^he 
utmoft difficulty tha^t yvp cpuld proceed. 

At midnight we reached a fmall place 
called Thies, which contained merely a 
few hbufes buiU on pne of thofe artificial 
hills of which I have ;before m^de men- 
tion. We refted here half an hour; forf 
yas piDkW ahnoil exhaufted with bunger 
and fatigue. 



SATURDAY, JULy;29* 

We fet out again from Thies at half 
paft twelve o'clock, without having been 
dble to procure any re^efliment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
ivay, it being extremely dark, and got 
L 2 into 
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iftfo fome fwampy gt'ound, from which it 
wis near an hour before we could- extricate 
ourfelves. . We then crofled feveral ftreams 
that flow from a chain of niountains to 
the northward, and rode briflcly till three 
o'clock, when we arrived at Nissibin. ' 

'I congratulated myfelf on again eiitcr^ 
ing an inhabited country, with marks of 
cultivation, which I had not feen fince I 
ijuitted the neighbourhood of Mosul. 

Our Arab guidies noW left us; but wc 
were ftill fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were not able to pfo^ 
cujre a fuflScient number df horfes befott 
feveu o'clock. ... 

NissiBiN is at prefent a fmall and mi- 
ferable place ; but the many circumjacent 
ruins imply that it has once been of more 
confequence.. 

We had now got into the ^common road ; 
but moft of the party being badly mounted, 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

fun 



fun beconcHpg eKceedingly h.pt, Iwif^ed 
much to gptfto MaRIU^ ^s foon as pof- 
fible,.., .,!,,... ...;-,v;:. ,. ,,,...^ .. .„,,^,. 

Aboutfi^ miles wefl:i(V4rd from Nissibin 
are feme inagnifiqent fjiins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome p^rts of th^ building being 
ftill of a great height. I had the curiofity 
to ride into the inner fquare, where t 
foiind fome Curds drawing water from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep. 
The water was very cpld.aud exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are of 
aftonifhing thicknefs; ^ ftone ftaircafe re- 
mains almoft entire; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, are 
fo flrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they ftill adhere together, ,^ 

We now p^/fed through a finely culti- 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
on our right ranging Eaft and Wefi, having 
tbeir fi4ef <^ov€;^e4^wit^^^^ .^.. 

r^rir .... ^.L .3 , , Aboiit 
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About twelve miles weffward of the fiifi 
ruiits i$ ahotitef heap, among which a vety 
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefi^ 
ruins, and a little out of the road towards 
the mbuntains, were loixiii young <3urd 
womjeri milking iH^ir goats. I took thy 
"JTatar with me, ind procured fome inilk* 
The featiii-e^ of th^fe wbmeh were miicK 
handfomer than tnofe of the Arabs, and 
they are nearly as fair a$ thfe ivomefa ift 

JENGLAlirD, 

Being now agaiti expofed iri the riiiddle 
of the day, I fufiered niuch from the ex^ 
cefsive heat of the fun. The hot wIridS 
loo began to colledt; but befdre they had 
acquired ftrehgth ehotigh to be dangerous,^ 
we p^fled the village called AriiO^^ arid 
afcended the fidfe of the mbilhtaih towards 
Mardin, when I happily found myfelf 
out of their reach, Is they bevef pirevail 
id elevated fituations; dnd I haVe fre- 
quently bbfervecf, * that whterifeVer " they 
fhape their coiiff? toii^afcls a hiotirttSIn, 
t|hey {ooi\ fubfide^ From ne^r the top of 
' ^ '5 ' " '^ ^ thefe 
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t^iefe i)tiauntains^ I had an opportunity of 
obferving the progrefg of the hot winds, 
which was nearly iirailar to what I had ob- 
ierved of them when on the b^nks of the 
Tigris, with this difference only, that 
this hej^ng a mountainous Situation, and 
the other quite level, they here. loft their 
force by approaching the . mountains, an<l 
in the other cafe by crofsihg tlue river. 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fome fine pafture in the vale below, the 
|)^ple are obliged to drive th^ir docks 
towards the mountains, whenever and fo 
}ong as thofe winds prevail. 

The afcent was by a bad road, and our 
progrefs fo very flow, that it was three 
o*clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Mardin, and our horfes were com/^ 
pletely tired, 

Mardin, fituated at the top of a very 

lofty and rugged mountain, is a city of 

confiderable fize, and very populous. The 

greater part of the inhabitants are Arme- 

L ♦ nians, 
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nians, who ^re very in<^uftrious, and carry 
on feveral manufa^Slories. The city is fur- 
rounded by a ftrong, and lofty wall built 
with hewn ftone; ajiid on the fummit of 
the iTvauntain is a Arong fort, on which 
a few cannon are mounted. 

The islty is built on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is extremely 
fleep. The houfes are much better built 
than any that I had feen fince I left In- 
dia. The ftreets run Eaft and Weft, and 
have fteps coinmunicating from one tp an- * 
other. iThe bafes of the houfes in^ the 
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the 
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, and of 
godd quality. ::. 

The inhabitants; who feem to be a hof- 
pitable well-difpofed people, . enjoy. a pure 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in England, and in. general appear ruddy 
and healthy^ Maiiy of the women are 
very beautiful, and expofe their perfons 
nearly as much as the ladies in Europe. 
2 Provifions, 



Provifidns, and vejgetables in pariicUlar; 
are plentiful,^ good, and cheap; they have 
alfo moft kinds of fruits, and of the fineft 
quality, the cliiiiate feeihg exceedingly 
hot in the valleysy; and temperate on the 
mountains* * 

I found here a mifsionary from iRoME, 
with whom I converfed in Latin. He was 
an intelligent pleafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in Europe, or 
which I had not before heard. The mif- 
fionaries correfpond with each other all 
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ao- 
jjuainted with every material tianfa<aion 
Jboth here and in Europe. 

The Turks are of a difpofition precifely 
the reverfe, and appear perfeftly indif- 
ferent to every thing that dx)es not imme- 
fliately concern them. 

This city^ by its fituation, may be faid 
to be impregnable; and fome hiftorians 
^ffirm^ that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 

» for 
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f&ittihe ye»^ without being able to re- 
dii«tit* 

Findiiig that it would be dangerous trft- 
IteHi^ to^ Dt AR^Ekift without protections 
jny Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the 
firmauny who immediately gave orders for 
n^uard. 



5UNPAT, JULY 50. 

We Ifeft IfifARDiK this mornifig at eight 
**fclock, accompanied by one of the Di*- 
AUbBRiit Tatars and his attendants, and 
dcfccnded the north fide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very fteep and rocky, every little 
*^atch of ground capable of cultivation 
bore proofs of the induftry of the Armje- 
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pears, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers, 
melons, and almoft all kinds of European 
fruits and vegetables, 

r . .V 

After 



Aftef *re had crofibd ihii lofty ohtin of 
mountains, we resched an extenfive rangd 
of round hills, the bottoms of which were 
ttukivated wherever there wa^ water; The 
Giifd women here labour in the fields -«$ 
iirell as the riieri, atiid refemble mudi the 
peafantry of England. Among thefe 
hills we continued tfavelling for near 
tu^eiity miles, when they gradually dimi- 
hifhed as we defcended, and cultivation 
re-appeared* Some people were fowing, 
iind others reiping. They have cattle and 
liorfes in abuiiddhee, very few ihfeepv but 
ia ^at riumber tef goats, which feem bet- 
ter adajJted to th* fituation. The hills ia 
general were thickly planted with trees, 
and we did not get clear of them till half 
^feft tWo b'cHock, when we arrived at the 
J>Iaee \i4i6re we wtre UKteceive our guaird 
tor OrAKBfiKiiii : ^ 

We found hSi^ a gi^at number of fmall 
Iheds made of the branches of trees, having 
their door- ways toward the North. The 
l^eople live iH thefe irt preference to houfes 
it this feafoA bf thie yfear, and they were 

very 
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very full of inhabitants, who appeared to 
be ail diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and Turks. They wear a cap 
like that of a Huflar, feven or eight 
inches deep, covered with a white cloth^ 
and bound with a fliawl or handkerchief 
round the forehead; Part of the white 
cloth prote6ls the neck from the fun ; but 
the face below the forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their under drefs, they 
wear a loofe gown with fhort wide fleeves^ 
^icd round the waift by a fafti. They 
iivear no (lockings, but have yellow Turkish 
flippers. 

They fpin with a rock and fpindle, and 
I have fecn fome of them weaving. I be- 
lievfe them to be as happy people as exifl 
in the world, and, indeed, content ap-. 
pears in every countenance. 

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or 

father (beds, with fome Turkifh officer, 

among wham was the commandant of 

' ' .a party 



TOWARDS UlCGLANDn K7. 

a Jjarty ftationcd here^^ to. Mrhom Hiy 
Tatar prefented the Bajdiaw'fS order Sqx ^ 
guard. Though I have called it dining, 
the ' fact is, that I could not eat their 
vi6luals, w every dilh being rendered, (p very 
fat and greafy. Fortunately, howeveiv I 
prevailed on one <Df the women to go aruj 
milk a goat for xne, and made a comfort* 
able meal of milk and bread/ 

It was eight o'clock in the evening be- 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. /After we had 
pafled over this uniform range of hills, we 
had ftill to travel through fome fteepvpades, 
among which, about ten o'clock, it b^iiig 
then very dark, a laughable circumftance 
occurred. The comniander of our g^rd, 
who appeared to be a man of courag?, 
faw a beaft moving - at a little diftance. 
As we were far from any habitation, the 
whole party thought that it was a lioij, 
and the fize and coloUr of the animal fa- 
voured the deception. The officer muf- 
tered his troops, mod of them being, ex- 
ceedingly well mounted, aad, armed with 

long 
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likkg fphusj and rode toward the fuppofed 
lion in a body; nor wa^ it till %bey were 
^imoli: near enough to fpear him, that 
they were undeceived, by difcpyering that 
it was a hog. 

On ,:enquiry I found that among thefe 
hilk liows are very nwpieious, and deftroy 
many of the flocks belonging to tlie in* 
duflrious inhabitants. 

At eleven o'clock we forded ^ river, on 
whofe banks were a great many tents be-r 
longing to nunierous gangs of banditti 
^ho infeft this part of the country. As 
^oon as .we had paffed them, ourguard, 
expe^ing that they would follow us, halted 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti- 
jnued our .route. The robbers, having obr 
lerved the troops, did not make any at^ 
iempt, and our guards foon overtook us. At 
Jkwelve o'clock we forded the river Tigris. 

At Mardin, and to the fouthward of 
<hat extenfive range of lofty mountains, 
"the Arabic is the prevailing language. To 

the 
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Afte^ )v^ rha4 :fen4i?d the. T>iqrj5|, 
which was here very J^road, wp en^€X€da 
fine level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rate of ipur ^liLes ^n 
hour, at half pad four o'clock we again 
fiiijf^d th^ T^Giiis at D^AE3jpcij(^. M^e 
bad to wait tijl fun-rif(p, how^vgr^ befoc.9 
^q j^ates could be opened* 

DiARB&KiR i$ a large populous city;* 
and the jcap^aJL of aii ext^niive piK>vij;iQe 
of the fa«ne name. It is pleafaatly fitut- 
ated on gn eminence vpoA the wefteru 
banks ,9f tjie .Tig^is^ and furrounded by 
a ArpBg lofty wa,U bvilt wilh hewn ito.n^# 
Oq. the land-^fide it has once been pra^ 
te6i:ed by three walls- and two ditche?, 
part of which are flill to be feen. Xoward 
the river, which runs nearly half jound tlie 
city, nature has ftrongly fortified it .by a 

folid 
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ft>lid rdck about twenty feet perpendicu-' 
lar. On the walls are feveral towers, in 
which a guard is conftantly kept. 

They have alfo fome caftnon here, 
chiefly brafs field pieces of a fmall calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars; but very few of 
either are ferviceable. 

The city commands an extenfive and 
delightful profpeft over a fertile country, 
and the winding ilreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty of the fcene. It 
is well watered by means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut feveral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground. A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the 
weftern fide of the city, and foon after 
falls into the river. On this branch are 
feveral corn mills ; and it being very fteep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall 
body of water acquires great power. They 
are fomething like our over-fliot mills ia 
England. * . 

I took 



I tookaqg«<fe and went through thfe 
greater part of the ^ity. The houfes are 
built with hewn Hone, and the flreets all 
paved. Many of the public edifices are 
very elegaat* The Armenian cathedral is 
a large and handfome ftru(3:ure, about 
the length of Weftminfter-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
i4 covered with chrpets^ for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their fhoes. 
Irhe Armenian mode of worfhip is nearly 
fimilar to that of the Roman Catholics ; 
they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In the court before the cathedral 
isa^very handfome fountain, which throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 

I vifitedthemanufa6tories alfo, of which 
there are gt-eat numbers. Theymanufac- 
tafetSopper,;^kon, wool, cotton, filk, and 
fei^€ral<Jtberftapte«* Some of their wool is 
vfcfcyrfiaev/afMi the weavers are numerous* 
People of tiite: fiMtte trade ufually live to- 
geth^;i(thafiv wre ftreet contains nothing 
but weavers; another ftreet, Ihoe-makers; 
;!c: ■ '( " M another. 
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another, fmiths, &c. Their leather is 
very good, and they work it exceedingly 
well. I had cafes made for my piilols, 
which were executed very neatly. Here 
are a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigris are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of that trade. 

In fome branches, thefe people 2fe 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro- 
peans; but the weavers are very inferior 
to the Englifh; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or iilk, is 
always very narrow. They entertain a 
very high opinion of the Britifh manufac- 
tures, and the very name of an Englifli- 
man is fufficient to gain the greateft re- 
fpecl. 

The fuperfine broad cloth worn by the 
principal people is of Englilh manufadturfe, 
as are alfo their watches, of which latter! 
faw a great many with Arabic chara^efs, 
made by " Brookbank, of Cornhill, Lon- 
don/' and fome by " Prior, in London;'* 

People 
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People of all defcriptions feem hei:e to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fedts of 
Chriftians have their chapels and churches, 
and each follows his own mode of worfhip 
without moleflation* 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpcak Englifti; 
but, as he was lame, if I wilhed to fee 
him 1 muft go to his houfe. I had fome 
doubts at firft whether the Tatar was in 
jeft or earned, as he often fpoke ironically ; 
I therefore made him go with me. I 

' found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
with his brown- hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know a word 
of EngUlh, and underflood but little 
Latin. He was very corpulent, had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 

'long accuftomed to drink fomething 
ftronger than water. He was a father 
confeflbr, and had a round fcreen of black 
gauze that he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the 
fair penitents when they came to receive 
abfolution; but finding him fo extremely 
M 2 Ignorant, 
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gnorant, and fuch a difgufting figure, 
I made a very fhort ftay. 

I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to fhew what a mean dpinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they are commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe Fringuiftan). He certainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per- 
fuafion, but finding me as little fatisfied 
with my vifit as himfelf, and being in- 
formed by me that the Englifh had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques than the Turks, he was inclined 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Englifh; and I do not remember his 
ever calling me Fringui afterwards. 

I do not, indeed, wonder that the 
Turks fhould entertain fuch a prejudice 
againfl the Chriflian religion ; for all the 
Chriflian countries bordering upon the 
Turkifh empire (and even the Greeks and 
Armenians among the Turks) have their 
crucifixes and images, which reprefent a 

kind 
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kinc| of idol worlliip, to which all Mufliil- 
men have a particular averllon ; and that 
alone is fufficient to prevent them from 
making any inquiries into the real merits 
of Chriflianity. 

I went a little above the city to bathe 
in the Tigris, the hummums being too 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
both at Bagdad and Mosul, which an- 
fwers very well for cleanfing the Ikin, but 
I found much more benefit from bathing 
in cold water. I took with me a guide, 
and a fervant carrying fruit and refrefh- 
ments. 

The city has two gates to the weftward, 
which are the only ones ever opened. 
There is one to the eaft\yard, but it is al- 
ways kept fliut, and we were in confe- 
quence obliged to go round greater part of 
the city, which covers abput a fquare mile, 
all the walls, except to the foythward, 
being quite ftraight, and about a mile 
long. Above the walls, on the eaft fide 
of the city, is a path cut through the 
M 3 folid 
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folid rock, and another leading acrofs the 
hill towards the river. On the fide of this 
path are many holes cut out of the rock, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and into many of thefe the water falls 
from the rock perpendicularly. The lofty 
trees near the rock forming an agreeable 
Ihade, and making it a pleafant cool rc- 
tfeat, we faw, as Vire pafled along this 
path, many Armenian women and children^ 
bathing. I was a little furprifed to fee 
them as fair as any in England; but 
V they walk much better than the women in 
Europe, their loofe drefs allowing free 
a6tion to the body, and they have befide 
a peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
Europeans are entire ftrangers. 

Though Diarbekir is a populous city, 
provifions plentiful, good, and cheap, 
every inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and 
that' it is in many other refpe6ls a defir- 
able place to live in, yet there is one 
thing which is both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous, and refleiJls great difgrace on its 
government : the circumjacent country, to 

a cou- 
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a confiderable extent^ is fp much infefted 
with banditti, that no one can travel to t)r 
from the city without a ftrong military 
gjuard. . . 



TVESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

My Tatar having -procured from the 
Bafhaw an order for a guarvd, we fet out 
at half paft four o'clock in the afternoon, 
without any other than our own fcrvants. 
A Tatar wiftied to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refufing him, having be- 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous. 

We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated. At half paft five we arrived 
at the barmcks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half paft feven before we fet forward. 
The guard confifted of an officer and 
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed, 
M. 4 fomc 
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fome with fpears, and others with fire arms. 
For a few miles we had a tolerably good 
road, and a fine open country, with a 
good deal of cultivation ; but at ten o^clock 
wc entered a wild defcrt country, the 
ground of which for many miles was co- 
vered with large Hones, which made it 
very difagreeable travelling. At eleven 
we croffed the b6d of a river, now dry, 
in which a large gang of banditti had 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
we had got into a very good road, the 
guard, therefore?, left us and returned. 
We now galloped for two hours as faft a^ 
the horlcs could be made to go. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 

Turning to the right, and pafsing ovei: 
fome rocky ground and a few hills, we 
afcende^ the mountain on which Ar- 
GEKhAH is built, and r.rrivc'd at theConac 
at five o'clock in the morning. 

Argeenah 
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Aegeenah is a large and populous 
town biiilt in a moft extraoi'dinary filua- 
tion. The mountain on which it is found- 
ed, is much fteeper than that of Mardin, 
and cannot be afcended in front. There 
is, therefore, a road up each fide of the 
mountain ; and acrofs the front of it are 
little harrow tracks, fo very fteep that a 
falfe ftep would be inevitable deftru6tion 
both to horfe and rider. What could in- 
duce the building of a town in fuch a 
lituation it is difficult to conjecture. There 
is an extenfive plain below, with plenty of 
water; yet this is left wholly without cul- 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
GEENAH mountain* 

The mountain appears at a diftance like. 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
taneous product; but the induftry of thp 
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency. 
In many places they have gardens, pro- 
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
|;)les, and in others they even carry mould 

• to 
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to make little artificial gardens. They 
have plenty of good water, and the moun« 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extracting 
of which a great many people are em- 
ployed. 

We only refted at Argeei^ah two 
hours, fetting out again at feven o'clock 
on frefti horfes. 

Soon after our departure we found our-' 
felves entered on a complex chain of 
mountains, fo replete with dangerous nar- 
row pafles that we were above fix hours 
before we got over them. • ^ 

. 'j f 

^ A confiderable branch of the TioRiS 
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, ttiaking 
a winding courfe among them. <^er this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but ortly one nt)w remains 
entire. This bridge appears, by'the reni- 
nant of it, to hav^ befen the handfonieft 
piece of architecftut^ that! had feenfince 
[ entered^ feixe Turkiih dominions. ' ^ ' 

5 We 
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We crofled a mountain above *Medan, 
^hich is commonly called Arqeenau 
MsDANy leaving, the town on our right. 
It is a confiderable fmelting-place, and 
had between twenty and thirty fmelting- 
houfes at work. They coUedl from the 
furrounding mountains iron, copper, and 
filver ore^ and fome gold. Thefe they 
do not dig out of mines, as is the cafe 
in nxoft countries, but collect it from the 
furface. 

We paffed feveral men and boys em- 
ployed in breaking pieces oflF the rocks; 
but the mountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs 
of affes and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
very numerous, and go almoil naked* 

The officer who fuperintends the fmelt- 
ing houfes is ufually efteemed the moft 
confidential fervant in the Turkiih govern- 
mient, and is perfectly independent of the 
Bafhaw of Dl arbekir, though Medan is 
within his Pachalic. 

We 
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A\"c now paflfcd many dreadful preci- 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 
than a foot broad, and faw feveral Ikele- 
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofc 
dangerous places. Having at length tra- 
Tellcd beyond thefe mountains, we came 
into a very plcafant valley, through which 
the Tigris runs. Here were great num- 
bers of frefli water turtle, fome of them 
rather large. I ihould imagine that they 
would be good eating, but on enquiry I 
found that the natives never killed them. 

This is the moll weflern branch of the 
Tigris, which rifes among fome hills 
at the head of this valley, and here feveral 
ftrcams uniting form a tolerably largeriven 

9 

Having croffed the valley, we turned to 
the right over fome rugged hills, and came 
to the fide of a confiderable falt-water 
lake, fifteen miles long and about four 
broad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run 
into this lake, none run out of it. Towards 
the weft end of it is a fmall ifland called 
GuRGEiK, from which the lake takes its 

nam^. 
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name. The ifland is entirely covered with 
houfes; and here are great numbers of 
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every neceflary from the fliore. 

We pafled the weft end of the lake at 
fun-fet; but fome of our horfes were fo 
much wearied, that it was with difficulty 
we could proceed; two of them, indeedi 
laid down, and we were obliged to leave 
them. 

Soon after quitting the lake we got 
again among fome lofty mountains, and at 
half paft twelve o'clock at night arrived at 
a large town called Germilly. Of the 
laft "thirty-two hours I was twenty-eight 
on horfeback, and out of the laft forty- 
two hours had only had one of fleep. 
My Tatar had in this rcfpc6t greatly the 
advantage; for I have often feen him fleep 
on horfeback when the road was good ancj 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
^very attention that our fituation required; 

but 
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but as our beds were on the top of the 
Conac in the open air, we could not fleep 
after fun-rife. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST S. 

Not having been able to procure freih 
faorfes here, we fet out again at eleven 
o'clock on thofe which we brought from 
Arg££NAH. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well culti- 
vated country, we reached another confi- 
derable town called Kessireek at one 
o'clock. 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get- 
ting horfcs, and we found a Bagdad Ta- 
tar, named Mala Bekir, waiting for the 
fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broad cloth, 
under his charge. For his iiierchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes. 
I found, on enquiry, that the ufual al- 
lowance foj^ a horfe-load of merchandize 

from 
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from Constantinople to Bagdad is five 
hondred piailres« . 

We remained here all day under fome 
trees by the fide of a pleafant ftream, and 
at night flept upon the ground in the open 
air. 

I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad ; but not being much 
accuflomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who foon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fome. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaftly in their manner of ufing 
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they will not touch it unlefs they have 
above half a pint for a draught. 

< The Armenians in this country make a 
fpirit from the grape which they call 
Rackee, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. A young man, named Musta- 
PHA, whom my Tatar brought from Mo- 
:SUL, and intended to take to Constan- 
tinople, 
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TiNOPLE, procured fome Rackee, witft 
which he got drunk, and behaved vety ilh 
MusTAPHA was In- the character of an 
upper fervant. His budnefs was to look 
after the guides, ahd to drive thehorfes a* 
an afsiflant to mjr Tatar, aH office for 
which he was intended in due time. He 
was the fon of the Mailer of the Conad 
at Mosul, and was taken into our fervice 
by my peiwifsion, oti which account I 
had received many civilities from his fa- 
ther, who Mras particularly attentive to 
ihevv me every thing worth feieing iti Mo* 

SUL. 

This mifcoiiduft of Mustapma induced 
my Tatar to beat him the following mdyrn* 
iug. Soon after he had been corre6ted, 
however, having a pair of piftols of hia 
own, he attempted to fhoot the Tatar, 
but was prevented by fome of Mala 
Bekir's attendants. The piftols Were >io#' 
taken from him and broken to pieces? he 
Was beaten again, and feemed to be very 
penitent and fubmifsive. This affair had 
paiTcd over fome time;* but one day, hav-' 
2 ing 
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ing a large creefe ^hidden under his cloak^ 
he got near my Tatar, and when he 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head off, which he 
certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
prefent, and feized his arm as he was 
making the ftroke. The two Tatars now 
feized him, took the creefe from him, and 
thraflied hini mort foundly. They did not^ 
however, wiih to take his life, though he 
well deferved it; thus difcovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expe<fled to 
have witnefTed among the Turks. Mus- 
TAPHA at laft extricated himfelf and at- 
tempted tp run away ; but when he had 
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe 
at him^ which turning round as it flevr^ 
the point of it ftuck in the lower part of 
M.ustapha's back* He did not die while 
we were here ; but there was not the leaft 
probability of his furviving itj there 
being no medical afsiftance to be had* 
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks 
wear in their cumberband, and the blade 
of which is ufually from two and a half to 
N three 
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three feet long. They are chiefly worn 
by the poorer clafe; for thofe who can af- 
ford to purchafe more coftly articles wear 
a dagger and a brace of piftols. The 
handle of the dagger is either ivory or 
filver, and the piftol-Aocks are moftly co- 
vered with filver. 



^ FRIDAY, AUGUST 4. 

We were ftiH detained for want of 
horfes, there being none here at prefenf 
in a condition to procfeed. 

Mai^a Bekir fet out at noon with 
mules to carry his merchandize. We re- 
mained, and received a promife of having 
as many horfes as we chofe in the evening. 

Several people belonging to the town 
now brought their fpinning machines, and 
began fpinning under the Ihade of the trees 
that were near us. Obfcrving that they 
made confiderable progrefs with a very 
fimple machine, I employed my leifure 
in taking a sketch of it. 

Defcriptim 
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Jyefcription iff a Spinning Machine, ufed at 
KcssBREEK and Germilly, in Arme-^ 
NiA, iy which one man /pins two threads^ 
imjis the two threads he has fpun before^ 
and turns the wheel at the fame tvnie, 

i The fpiniler* 
^ * The wheel. 
c The three fpindles* 
d The two threads fpinnlng* 
e The flrong line with which be turnii the wheel fiiced 

to his curnlierband, and rurnliing in a block 

fattened to a poft behind him« 
f tiis former threads with a plumn^et thrown over a 

forked ftick behind him. 
g Two forked fticks over which he throws his threads 

while fpji;ifiing» 
^ .Another forked ftick for his former threads* 
i The clue on which he winds his work when finiflied| 

feftened by a hook to his belt or cumberband. 

N* B» The threads may be as long as the fpinnef 
ehoofes, if the ground be fuitable. The line which 
tiirns jtbe wheel muft be twice the length of the grdund* 
He joins his two threads at ]the end and hooks them 
to thp plumipet, then joins his former work, and 
winds it 'on his clue as he returns to the wheel j then 
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle and begins 
»gato« 

N 2 ^ A Turk 
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A Turk of fome confcquence in the 
town invitfed me and my Tatar to fup with 
him, and treated us very handfomely. 
We had pillatv, curry, and fevefal other 
good dilhes, and our hoft behaved in the 
moll friendly maimer. While we were at 
fupper, word was brought that our horfes 
were ready. 

At half pad eight o'clock, we fet out 
frofn Kessereek, and for the firft fouj 
hours rode through a very populous and 
well cultivated country, at the rate of 
about five, miles ah hour* 

I had often had occafidn to find fault 
with niy horfes, the Tatar generally tak- 
ing the bed to himfelf. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and high-fpiritcd 
white Arabian had fallen to my ihare. 
This I afcribed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in by praifing him for 
his cohdu6t in the late Ikirmifh with Mus-^ 
TAPHA ; for I always obferved, that he 
was excefsively fond of flattery; and to 
tell him that he %vas a man of courage, 
■ - was 
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was enough to. fwecten him for fome 
liours. Befide which, I found it very ne- 
ceflary to take his part ; for, had any thing 
happened to him, I (hoijiM have been in a 
very aukyvard fituation, though I had now 
acquired, a little of the language. 
-♦ ...... -I 

I often found that thei vifit paid us by 
Ihe Mookadar of Bagdad had been of 
great ier vice ; for it led my Tatar to cpnft- 
der us all of ipjne .confequence, and I 
often heard him xnention it with a d?al of 
i'elf-complacency,. 



SATURDAY, AUGV^f.S,- 

About one o'elock this morning we 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
Qs our way hy through many narrow and 
dangerous pafles, I was und^r great appre- 
henfions frous my horf6 having too much 
fpirit, as a falfe ftep would have been in- 
evitable deftru6lion to us both; yet, I 
thought it' not advifeable to check him, 
«nd very fortunately he brought me 
N S through 
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through all our. perils without any acci- 
dent* * 

At five o'clock we arrived at a large 
finelting-lown, called Gaban .Medan, 
It is extremely populous, and great num- 
bers of its inhabitants are employed in 
Collecting ore from- the neighbouring 
mountains, as^ > at • Argeej^ah Med an. 
H^re h alfo a very handfomemofque, and 
i iofty minaret, both built with hewn 
ftone. 

The town is feated near the bottom of 
a fleep mountain, a river running below 
it in a very , deep channel, wjtiich foon 
after joins the Euphrates, We had tra-. 
veiled about tfeti miles by the fide of 
this river, pafsing itiany fteep precipices, 
and our path- frequently fo v^ry parroWj 
tlniit it w^ with great difficuflty our hocfes 
could make good, their footing. > 

We left Gaban Med an at ten o'clock, 
and foon arrived j&t the banJks of the Eu- 
pffHATESy/fefcing' onjy about* mile from 

I the 
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the town. The river here ran in a very 
deep channel, and our way was down 
a narrow path cut through the folid 
rock. We then crofled in a ferry-boat, 
<:apacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
horfes. The river is at this place much 
larger than might be expe<5ted at fo great 
a diftance from its mouth. I drank the . 
water, and found it had a peculiar tafte, 
wholly unlike that o£ any other water 
that I had ever tafted. 

After ^rofsing the Euphrates, we en- 
tered a ftf ait path between two lofty 
mountains, by which we continued af- 
oending for nedx two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as we could^. On the top> 
to my great furprize, I found the ground 
highly cultivated. jProceeding a little- 
farther, we reached the fummitg of fome 
higher mountains, on which were no figns 
of culture. From thefe, however, I had 
a moft extenfive profpedt. To the north- 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mountains, ranging N. W, and S. E. hav- 
ing their tops covered with £bow* From 
N 4 this 
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmof? 
pliere perfe6^1y clear, I could trace the 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
along the bafes of thofe lofty mountains, 
it receives many very large ftreams that 
flow from them; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary ampli* 
tude near its fource. 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives all thofe large rivers that flovi^ 
from the Curdistan mountains. On ouf 
left, to the fouthward, were many ftu- 
pendous mountains which fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates ; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of it$ 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
meets the Tigris. 

We continued our route almoft due 
Weft over a very hilly country, with tittle 
cultivation, till feven o-clock in the even- 
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched 
on the top of a mountain. Here we re- 
mained an hour 4orefrefh, and were yi- 
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to 

the 
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^he encampment One of them hoafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 
Jiow many J bad in England, It mufl[ 
]be observed, that in this country it is cuf^ 
ternary for a man to have as many wives 
as he can fupport, and the more a ma^ 
Jcceps, the better is he rcfpedled. 

Many of the people in this country, 
during tlie fujtry fummer months,, leave 
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly 
in vallies, and encamp upon fome lofty 
}>ills, tajking their flocks with them. On 
^he mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
^ir, and in general appear as fair and 
fuddy as the country people in Eng- 
?:-ANpi ' , 

Leaving this encampment, we defcend- 
ed fome xdgged paflTes by a road fo very 
bad, that it was foraetimcs with much 
diflSculty we could mike our way. At 
ten o'clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, fituated on the weft fide of 
^ very pleftfapt and well cultivated valley, 

with 
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with a very fine ftream of water running 
towards the North, Here we remained all 
jiight, fleeping upon the bare ground* 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 6. 

From Emir we fet out at half pad five 
o'clock. There being feveral Tatars, and 
a great many other people going our road, 
Jiorfes were become very fcarcc. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his 
merchandize, and, joining a large party, 
they travelled very (lowly. 

For fome time our way lay over ftdny 
ground, which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant, I puihed on, however, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un- 
der his care, and was going to Hassan 
Chillaby. We paffed over a very hilly 
and woody country, with feldom any 
track to dired: us. On this account we 
often loft our way; the Tatar's guide not 
being well acquainted with the country. 

Great 
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Great numbers of people were hqre em^ 
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of 
the fmelting-houfes at Gaban JMedan. 
They carry it from this place on mules in 
panniers, and we fometimes niet fifty or 
iixty in a drove laden with it. 

Many of the peafantry here fix their 
dwellings by th^ fide of a hill, the top of 
the houfe being even with the ground; 
$Uftd I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfe without knowing it, and have with 
d^ifficulty avoided falling through. 

. At one o'clock we arrived at the en- 
campment of Hassan Chill aby; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which was about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hill, 

I now found that we could not proceed 
farther without a very ftrong guard. 

The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we refted were very attentive, 
gnd I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendftiip 
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friendfhip of the women, who took fotnc 
pains to provide fuch food and refrefti-r 
ment as they thought I fhould Hke beft* 
I had alfo a favourable opportunity of obf 
ferving their manners and cuftoms. 

The whole of the cattle belonging to 
thefe encampments are driven every morn- 
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the 
greateft plenty of water and vegetation, 
where they are watched all day by two or 
three perfons emplpyed for that purpofe, 
^nd in the evening are brought back again. 
The tents are always pitched in a circle, and 
ihe cattle remain all night in the centre. 

The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firft employment of the women is to milk 
their cows and goats, which are immedi- 
ately fent off again to pafture. The wo- 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made of a goat's (kin, every part of which 
is fcwed up, except the neck; but when 
they are churning, the neck is tied with 
a ftring clofe and tight enough to prevent 
the milk running out. They then fix 

three 
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three ftrong flicks in the ground, in a form 
fomething like what we often ufe in raifing 
weights, only on a fmaller fcale. From 
thefe they fufpend the goat's-fkin tied by 
each end, and continue (haking it back- 
ward and forward till it becomes butter; 
and they eafily know when it is ready by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
fkin into a large veflel, Ikim off the butter, 
put hot water into the fkin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry, 

• Befide this employment, they have alfo 
to bake bread every morning for the day's 
confumption ; for all this work is performed 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu- 
rope; but fhould any of the women hap- 
pen to lie longer than ufual in the morn- 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their work 
done before the fua becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun, but 
are heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wives* 

; ;. The 
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The principal men who have many 
wives keep them [in tents in a particular 
part of the encampment* 



MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 

It took up a long time to provide fuch 
a number of horfes as were now wanted; 
for in our train were forty horfe-loads of 
lilver from Argeenah Medan, for Con- 
stantinople* The guard amounted to 
fifty horfemen; but the filver was under 
the immediate care of two Tatars and an 
officer of difl:in6lion* The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o'clock 
in the morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each iide of the road, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expe6l to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country* 

Abou( 
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About four miles from Hassan Chil- 
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water, and the foil appears favour- 
able for culture. 4 

We met a caravan going to Diarbekir^ 
and I had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking coflee with the Chief. 

The caravan confifted of horfes, afles, 
and mules, camels not being able to thrid 
many of the (teep narrow paffes with 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we 
then pufhed on at a briik gallop for about 
feven more ; and at one o'clock arrived at 
Hadjee Khan. 

This is a large village lying in a valley. 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a mile round it; but the inhabitants in 
general are very poor, and much addiiSled 
to thieving. 

TUESDAY, 
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TTESDAY, AUGFST 8^ 

We fet out this morning at half pair 
five o'clock with the filver, having the^ 
fame guard as yefterday. The firft part of 
this day's journey was over a hilly coun- 
try, and the horfes with the filver tnn 
veiling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before them, when I came to fome lofly 
mountains^ from which I had a very ex- 
tenfive profpect. The face of the comn 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chiefly mountainous, 
except to tliQ N. W. which exhibited a 
very extenfive plain without any cultiva- 
tion, and over which lay our road. Oh 
this plain were three encampments^ 
pitched in a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near the path, but I continued my route 
at about two miles before the reft of the 
company, not having any idea that I wa» 
in danger. 

When 
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When I got abreaft of the firft encamp- 
menty an officer and fix men from the 
guard came up to me on full gaHop, and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
would cut my throat. They took hold of 
my bridle and wanted me to return ; but 
thinking it ufelefs, as a part of the guard 
were now in light, I remained here till the 
whole of our party came up. A few men 
came from the encampment and converfed 
with the officer. They were remarkably 
ibong hardy-looking fellows, but had a 
fomething in their countenances which 
feemed to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood very honellly. 

Haying enquired who I was, the officer 
told them that I was an Engliih Conful, 
that being the title which I bore in the 
firmaun. The men examined the arms of 
our guard very attentively, ^nd wiftied to 
lay, hold of fome of them, but the guards 
would not fu£fer it« I was not under the 
Iqaft appreheniion of tiieir doing me any 
perfonal injury, even before the nxilitary 
came up; for in cafe they had attacked 

O me 
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me I fhould not have attempted to refiftj 
but I thought it prudent afterwards tcr 
keep near my Tatan 

On our reaching the fecond encamp- 
ment, four men, armed with fabres and 
piftols, flood in the way to oppofe our 
pafsing; and as we rode up, they feized 
my bridle, my Tatar's, and thofe of two 
other Tatars in company, who were all 
riding abreaft a little before the militar}% 
I was perfe6tty pafsive, not fuppofing that 
they could mean to rob us, as the military 
Were only a few yards behind^ A fcufBe, 
however, enfued; but the guard coming 
up refcued me. The man who had held 
my bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre 
in the other; but on one of the officer* 
telling him that I was an Enghfli Conful^ 
he immediately let go the bridle/ I had 
my piftok ready, and was prepared to have 
fliot my opponent, had any of the Tatars 
fired ; but I did not think it proper to be- 
gin, not knowing the intentions of thefe 
people. One of the Tatars cocked a pif- 
tol to fhoot a young man who feemed ta 

U 
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be very violent; but the military inter-^ 
fering prevented him. The young man, 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta- 
tar with his fabre, the guard, by order of 
one of the officers, furrounded him in 
fuch a manner with their fpears and fabres^ 
that had he moved an inch he muft have 
been killed* In that fituation we left 
them ; but they foon after came up with 
lis, and had not put the young man to 
death as I expecSted* 

Thefe people feem to be mod violent 
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs 
through the country without paying any 
tribute; for^ being the meflengers of go- 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt. The people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, who, 
having fuch a ftrong guard with them, 
boldly refufed. The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the reft, had lately had a 
brother fhot by a Tatar* 

O 2 This 
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This is a very extenfive uncultivated 
plain, and Contains neither fheep nor cat- 
tle but what belong to thefe banditti. 
The ground, however, being favourable to 
tilting, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, our guards made fc- 
veral matches. They would fometimes 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpears, at 
which exercife thefe men are wonderfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up fpears 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfes. They have alfo a particular xfie- 
thod of iavoiding their opponents fpears by 
hanging down on the oppofite fide of the 
horfe, and thus expofing only one foot, 
yet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
But though the men are at this exercife 
fo much fuperior to Europeans, I was even 
more entertained by obferving the motions 
of the horfes, fome of which were beau- 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins orf thefe occa- 
fions, and the horfe is governed by the 
motions of the rider's body. If the latter 

leaa 
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lean towards the right or left, the horfe 
will turn to that fide, and if the motion 
be quick will gallop full (peed. If the 
rider lean- forward, the horfe gallops 
ftraighton; and if the man raife his body 
upright, the horfe, though at that time on 
full fpeed, will flop in a moment, without 
the rider touching the bridle. 

At about fix miles diftance from the fc- 
cond encampment, we approached an- 
other, the Chief of which came to us 
alone, and demanded money from our 
commanding officer, which was refufed. 
He got, however, a few piaftres from my 
Tatar. 

• We then continued unmolefted till we 
got within about two miles of Delecte- 
TAS, when we obferved fome men armed, 
on horfeback, purfuing us at full fpeed 
from the fecond encahipment, where it 
will be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatai-s, being much frightened, fet 
out full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 
O 3 was 
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was drefled in the fame manner, and 
thought they might take me for a Tatar,^ 
I pufhed on with them, leaving the mili- 
tary drawn up to receive them. 

We arrived at Delectetas at two 
o'clock, and the Tatars hid themfelves for 
fome time, left they Ihould be purfued in- 
to the town. 

When the banditti came up with the 
military, and found that the Tatars had 
rode off, they returned, Thefe people 
always keep a number of horfes near their 
tents to be mounted at a fliort notice, an4 
fome of them ready bridled and faddled. 

The military themfelves were very im-* 
portunate for money, and I have^ not un-t 
frequently, been feized by fome of the 
common foldicrs, but they were always 
fatisfied if I only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was almoft always ^the cafe 
when they could find me alone; and even 
the officers were not abovp afking for mo- 
5 neyj 
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ney; but as I did not expert any harlh 
treatment from them, I always referred 
jLhem to my Tatar. 

Delectetas is a fmall town, (ituated 
on the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
country, and having little cultivation about 
it in proportion to the number of its in- 
habitants- Here is plenty of good water; 
and in the middle of the town is a large 
fquare ftone building- This, as I have 
obferved fimilar ftrudlures in feveral towns, 
J am inclined to think is intended as bar- 
racks for foldiers, having a igpreat number 
of fire-places in them* 

Many of the inhabitants have flacks of 
corn on the tops of their houfes. Here 
aifo were fomc flacks of hay, being the 
jfirfl that I had feen in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among thefe 
jriountains. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

We fet out from Delegtetas at feven 
o'clock this morping, mounted on very 
fine horfes, and with the fame military 
guard as before. 

On leaving Delegtetas, we had very 
rough roads among fome deep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
croffed an extenfive uncultivated plain, 
fimilar to that we had come over the day 
before. 

After pafsing fome moft dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have pulhed 
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal- 
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of 
the military officers who had the care of 
my perfon. 

At ten o'clock we arrived at a town 

called Ullash, pleafantly fituated by the 

5 fide 
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fide of a river which flows from the moun- 
tains we had pafled, and runs into the 
river Casalmack, Between the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two fait lakes, one about three miles in 
circumference, the other about two* From 
Ullash, in the neighbourhood of which 
there is a great deal of cultivation, we de- 
parted at eleven o'clock. Our efcort 
had taken a different route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the tw0 
fait lakes. We overtook them in an hour, 
but did not remain with them long, I 
obferved feveral other lakes of the fame 
kind on our left, which are very eafily 
diftinguiflied, their fhores being' crufted 
with fait. 

We now pafTed over feveral fine plains, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o'clock afcended fome very high moun- 
tains, from which I had an extenfive prof- 
peft. On our right to the northward were 
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti- 
vated country; Be;^^ond that was an ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding lofty mountaia covered with fnow^ 
from which the river Casalmack take^ 
its rife, I have rarely witnefled a more 
beautiful profpe6t than I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
to the North, the winding flreams of the 
river Casalmack enriching the fcene. 

On the top of thefe mountains the road 
was tolerably fmooth, and our horfes being 
good we gallopped as faft as they could go, 
and pafled over much ground in a Ihort 
time. At three o'clock we defcended by 
91 very fteep road, and, after crofsing the 
liver Casalmack by a neat ftone bridge 
pf three arches, arrived at Sivas, ' 

givAS is a very large populous town, 
and exceedingly well watered, having fe-« 
veral fountains and a great many clear 
ftreams running through it, It is feated 
on the weft fide of a very fertile valley, 
which i& almoft furrounded by lofty 
mountains, having no opening except 
where the river runs in and out, through 

a very 
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a very narrow channel between two fteep 
hills. Here are two (lone bridges at about 
a mile diftaace from each other. 

Great quantities of corn grow in this 
valley, but not njuch fruit, excepting 
plums, apples, and pears; but of garden 
vegetables there is great abundance. la 
the middle of the town are fome very 
extenfive gardens; and on an artificial hill 
}s an old caftle now tumbling into ruins. 

Though the neighbourhood furnifhes 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
houfes in general have a very ordinary ap* 
pearance, a great quantity of unfquared 
timber being employed to fupport an im- 
menfe weight of ftone and clay, with 
which the houfe^ are covered. The inha-- 
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty ; nor 
are the women confined^ as in fome large 
cities to the eaftward^ 

SiVAS is nearly as large as LiverpooL| 

contains as many houfes, and is, I think, 

fully as populous^ Though mod of the 

, private 
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private houfes are but indiflFerent ftru^lures, 
many of the public buHdings are elegant, 
and feme of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faid to be the firft civi- 
lized place we had met with fincc we left 
Gaban Medan; for the greateft part of 
that extenfive country through which we 
had pafled is infefted by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, who, like many of the 
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor 
ever continue long in one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to moleft them. 
The fmall towns we had come through 
were little more than military ftations, 
where troops are always kept for the pur* 
pofe of conducting thofe who travel under 
the proteAion of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceflary, and the forty loads of filver 
required only the officer and the two Ta-.. 
tars to prote<5l it, 



THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

We were detained for want of horfes 
till nine o'clock this evening, when, late 
as it was, we fet out from Sivas, accom- 
panied by twelve more Tatars. Soon after 
we had ,left the town we afcended feme 
very lofty mountains, on the top of which 
was a plain for a few miles; but we foon 
got again among fteep heights, and conti- 
nued travelling as faft as the road would 
permit. At day-break we arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the Ihape 
of a fugar-loaf; , which, notwithftanding 
our then very elevated fituation, appeared 
as high above us as any mountain in Eng^ 

XAND^ 

\ We continued among thefe heights 
till ten o'clock, when we defcended 
through fome fteep narrow pafles and ar- 
lived at Tocat. 

Throughout 
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Throughout this ftage the roads Wef« 
tolerably good, confidering the face of the 
country ; and we had not fo many fright- 
ful precipices to pafs as in the neighbour- 
hood of Med AN. There was only one 
indeed that could be reckoned dangerous^ 
and that was over a ftone bridge of two 
arches near the higheft mountain. One 
of the arches was"* nearly down, having 
only a very narrow path ilanding, that 
fcarcely left room for a horfe, and no pa- 
rapet to prevent accident. 

TocAT is about the fize of SiVas, but 
has a much better appearance than any 
town that I had before feen in the Turkifli 
dominions. The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 
greateft abundance of fruits that I evet 
faw, and remarkably fine in their kind ; 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun- 
dant and excellent. The Armenians, who 
are very numerous here, make an excel- 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like 
claret, but much ftrongei;. I fent my 

Tatar 
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Tatar to purchafe fome, and he brought 
about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 
chafe as much rackee. On tafting the 
wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 
and did not drink above half a wine glafs* 
There were a great many Tatars and Turks 
in company, who laughed very heartily 
at my drinking wine, obferving, that I 
drank it like coffee. They would not^ 
tafte it, unlefs they had at leaft a pint to 
take off at a draught, and with the wine 
and rackee they all got drunk, 

I now went into the Bazar to buy fome 
fruit, and found that I could purchafe for 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could eat of either mulberries, pears, ap- 
ples, peaches, or apricots; and thofe, in 
general, much finer in their kind than 
ever I faw in Europe. 

The town is furrounded by eminences^ 
and is well watered. On the top of » 
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide 
pi the town, are the remain? of an old 

caftle^ 
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caftie, part of the wall of which has been 
built on the edge of a very fteep rock^ 
and much of it has fallen down the pre- 
cipice. 

What could have induced the early in* 
habitants of thefe countries to build in 
fuch iituations I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obferved the ruins of caftles in 
Iituations very difficult of accefs, and 
with their fronts always on the edge of a 
frightful precipice. Every neceflary muft 
have been conveyed into them with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn ftone, but have 
not fuch heavy mafly walls as we often 
meet with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They appear to have 
been built with a tafte almoft equal to our 
beft pieces of modern archite6ture. 



FRIDAY, 



TOWARDS ENGLAND* 209 



FRIDAY, AUGUST ll^ 

We fet out, a very large party, frpiti 
TocAT at half paft four o'clock this after- 
noon; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
ftrects being much crowed, the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the paflage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
the mail coaches; and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they were fure to feel fome of the Tatars 
long whips. 

From the town to the banks of the river 
Casalmack, about a mile, is entirely co- 
vered with gardens and orchards. We 
forded the Casalmack, and, turning 
nearly due Weft, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the moft 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The richnefs 
of the foil, and the great number of in- 
P habitants. 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
the land; a circumftance that I had never 
before obfenred fince I left India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. The 
river Casalmack runs through this vale, 
and the hills on each fide are covered with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half pail nine o^clock at a fmall town 
called As SIN, in which fiands a large 
fquare ftone building as at Delectetas. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

We fet out this morning from Ass in at 
.five o'clock, and a little below the town 
croffed, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs into the Casalmack. We now 
took a courfe nearly due Eaft, having 
high mountains on each fide covered witli 
trees. We then turned to the North up a 
valley, which interfedted this range of 
hills on our left, and continued fpr about 
five miles. 



At 
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At the head of this valley was a cofFee- 
houfe, where we refted a fhort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having been 
able to get either wine or rackee fince We 
left TocAT, were all become pretty fober 
again. 

We now croffed fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees, and entered a fine well culti- 
vated vale, lying Eafl and Wefl. We 
turned to our left down this vale, the hills 
' on each fide covered with wood, and when 
we had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the North over fome lofty moun-* 
tains, among which we continued till we 
defcended to Amasia, where we arrived 
at tWo o'clock ; though fome of our horfes 
were fo much tired that we had been 
obliged to leave them in the motrn tains* 

For nearly a mite above the toWn w^as a 

deep valley, in which were many gardens 

and orchards; There was alfo a fine 

ftream of water running from the moiin- 

P 2 tains 
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tains that we had come over, on which 
were feveral mills. 

Amasia Is a very extenfive and popu- 
lous town, nearly as large as Tocat, and 
is furrounded by many lofty rugged moun- 
tains. The faces of fome of thefe moun- 
tains have nearly half a mile of almoft 
perpendicular height; and in one of thefe 
are feveral places cut in the folid rock, 
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and which 
can only be approached by little narrow 
pafles cut through the rock. 

The river Casalmack runs through 
Amasia, but cannot be feem at one view 
for more than the length of the town, 
making a circuitous courfe among the 
mountains, and running in a deep narrow 
channel both above and below the town.. 
It is here a very large . river, but much 
too rapid for navigation. 

The town Is well watered, particularly 
the lower parts, by means of large wheels 

near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. Thefe arc 
turned by the ftream, having a great many 
large buckets fattened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty 
themfelves into troughs fixed within a 
few feet as high as the wheel. By this 
method they are enabled to keep up a con- 
tinual ftream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes from the troughs to the hum- 
mums, fountains, &c. 

The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with wood, but many with ftone, and co- 
vered with tiles as at Tocat. The greater 
part of the inhabitants being Chriftians, 
here is only one mofque, and two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn ftone, and 
very handfome ftru6lures. The dome of 
the mofque is covered with lead. 

The hummums are very extenfive, and 
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe are 
fome pleafant walks, with feveral rows of 
trees, and the whole is furrounded by a 

lofty wall. 

P 3 The 
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Th« town can only be approached by 
two narrow pafle?, one toward the North, 
and another tpward the South ; and thefe 
^re fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep, 
that they might be cj^fily defended by ^ 
yery fmall force, 

They make here a very good white 
wine, fomething like fherry, and very 
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A SiVAS Tatar, 
IXamed Suliman, who had accompanied 
iis fvom SiVAS, atterppted to fhoot an- 
pther Tatar who was returning from Con^ 
STANTiNOPLE, but was prevented by the 
reft interfering. It is impofsible to de- 
jfcribe the confufion among thofe people 
when they, quarrel. Upon the flighteft 
provocation they have immediate recourfe 
to theh' arms, for they are never without 
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their 
iide. I have fe^n many quarrels among 
them, and fome of the party feverely 
wounded, but never remember any to have 
been killed upon the fpot. 

My 
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rMy Tatar not being quite ready, I fet 
out at feven o'clock in the evening with & 
Turk who had accompanied us from Sivas. 
He had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for himfelf, and two with 
each a pair of leather bags, but hot heavy. 
He came under thfe prote6lion of Suli- 
MAN, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackee as any of them, and 
wa3 reckoned by the Turks a very fine 
finger. Whenever, we entered or left a 
town, he would fing and roar loud enough 
to be heard a mile. I have ^ frequently 
feen the people run out of doors in great 
numbers to hear him. 

Soon after we bad left the Conac, our 
Turk having drank as much wine and 
rackee as rendered it fomewhat difficult for 
him to keep on horfeback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got out of Am asi a the guide 
wiihed to return, but the Turk woiild not 
permit him. 

P 4 We 
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We afcended a very lofty mountain to- 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near a fpring of water, the guide 
ikid that he wanted to drink. Putting, 
therefore, , the fore-horfe's bridle into the 
Turk's hand, to hold till he returned, he 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
night to run away unperceived. We 
waited for him fome time, but at laft, fuf- 
pe6ling the cafe, purfued our journey. 
The Turk leading thj-ee horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we 
foon loft our road, but were fortunate 
enough to difcover a light about eleven 
o'clock, which we found proceeded from 
a fmall encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants of Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft. I was very happy 
to meet with thefe people; for the Turk 
being ftill drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, I found myfelf very unplea? 
fantly fituated. Even after we difcovered 
the light, we had to defcend fome very 
fteep places before we could reach it. When 
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We had got to the encampment, we tied 
the five horfes together, and went to fleep 
upon the ground. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 

The Turk having been much refrefhed 
by his fleep, at half pad two o'clock we 
got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsiftance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was very rough and 
ileep for fome time, and I was glad when 
it became daylight. At length we got 
from among thefe dangerous fteeps, and 
defcended into an extenfive uncultivated 
vale about fifteen miles over. We gal- 
loped moft of the way acrofs this vale, the 
Turk leading the horfes, and I acting the 
part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to 
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
Marsi WAN at half paft fix o'clock, where 
we found the reft of our party. Our 
)ipffes were completely knocked up; even 

mine, 
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mine, though a very good one, was, by- 
galloping from one fide to the other to 
whip the horfcs, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid I Ihould have been obliged to 
leave him before we reached Marsiwan. 
The Turk feemcd much gratified by the 
afsiftance I had given him, 

Marsiwan is a town nearly as large as 
SiVAS, and fituated near the foot of fome 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
extenfivc vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as moft kinds 
of fruits, which were now ripe. They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good red wine fimilar to that 
which we had at Tocat. The Turk who 
had accompanied me from Amasia again 
got drunk, and roared till he became ex- 
ccfsively disordered in his ftomach. 

We fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o'clock, and continued on the north 
fide of the vale for about twenty miles. 
At the wefl: end is a town called Ajamque, 

fituated 
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fituated in a very fine country; xve did 
pot, however, go through this town, but 
paired it on our left. 

We now turned to the northward, ancj 
entered a very liilly woody country, 
thridding feveral deep and narrow pafles 
by the fide of a river, forlie of which were 
fo lofty and ftecp as to make my head 
giddy. 

We met with little cultivation after we 
pafled AjAMQUE, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
reached at feven o'clock. 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
^ fteep rocky mount, on the top of which 
qlfo fome houfes have been erected. It is 
a tolerably large town, and Hands on the 
banks of the river Atoezu. 

We fet out again at eight o'clock In 

the evening, and croflcd the river over a 

neat ftone bridge of fifteen arches. We 

then continued on the weftern banks of 

2 tlic 
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the river, and rode very fad over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofe ; but we continued 
to ride as fad as our horfes could go till 
half pad twelve o'clock, when we arrived 
at a fmall town called Hadjee Hamza. 
This ftage was thirty miles, . 



MONDAY, AUGyST 14. 

We fct out this morning from Hadjee 
Hamza at fix o'clock, and continued for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu. We then found the river take 
a turn to the northward, being joined by 
another confiderablc one that flows from 
the wed ward. We forded the latter, and 
continued on the north fide of it for two 
hours. The country through which we 
pafTed was very hilly and woody ; near the 
river were fcvcral paddy grounds, and as 
much cultivation as the face of the coun- 
try would permit. We rode brifkly all the 
morning, and at ten o'clock arrived at 
TosiA, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill, 
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hill, at the foot of which is a fine fertile 
country. This ftage was twenty- feyen 
miles. 

Quitting TosiA at one o'clock, we 
paiTed feveral vineyards, and then got Into 
a very hilly woody country. We travelled 
fome time by the fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds 
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva- 
tion. We rode briikly the greateft part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o'clock at 
a fmall town called Cojasate, fituatedin 
a barren hilly country. The Conac here 
is a new building, and had better accom- 
modations than I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

From Cojasate we fet out at ten 
o'clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it 
was very dark, and the roads bad. TJie 
Tatars galloped as faft as they could, and 
in about an hour we got out of the bad 
road into a country rather hilly, but per- 
fecSlly clear from wood. In defcending a 
hill, a horfe fell dbwn and broke one of 

his 
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair 
of leathern bags belonging to the SivASf 
Tatar SuLiM an; the trappings were im- 
mediately taken off the horfe, and put on 
another; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe upon 
the ground, we fct out again, the road 
becoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We continued to ride as faft 
as our horfcs could go, and in two hours 
after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpced down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died inftantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by this 
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes; 
but rode more moderately after the fecond 
accident, and arrived at half paft two 
o'clock at Carachurin. This ftage was 
twenty-eight miles. 

Carachurin is a large ftraggling towrt 
built on both fides of a rivulet between two 
hills. The houfes in general very mean, 
and badly built. They are only one ftory 
high, and have flat roofs. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

We departed thence at half paft four 
o'clock, and fooii after we had left the 
town entered a fine open champaign coun- 
try. The roads being very good, we ar- 
rived at CoRREGELAR at fix o'clock, b^ing 
only twelve miles. 

This is a fmall and ill-built town, con- 
taining about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of freih 
horfes detained us here till one o'clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelhng 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve miles, arrived at half paft twa 
o'clock at Serkees, a fmall but neat 
town, many af the houfes being built 
with hewn ftone. We dined here, and 
fet out again on the fame horfes at three 
o'clock. 

We 
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We. rode brifkly over a fine well culti- 
vated country till five o'clock, when we 
got among fome very fleep mountains, 
great part of the road over which was fo 
dangerous, that one falfe ftep of the horfe 
would have plunged us from the height of 
at leafl three hundred yards into a riven 

Quitting at length thefe dangerous 
pafTes, we entered a fine open country on 
our right, where was a fmall town by the 
fide of a river. We turned, however, to 
the left, and arrived at Bainder at fix 
o'clock. This flage was eighteen miles. 

Bainder is a fmall town, but flands 
on an eminence, and at a diflance has 
a very pretty appearance. The mofque 
is an indifferent building, but the minaret 
Is very handfome and lofty ; and the houfes 
are chiefly built with wood. 

We left Bainder on frefh horfes at ten 
o'clock; and, though it was very dark till 
the moon rofe, and the roads indifferent, 

we 
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We reached Jeredarc at half pad two in 
the morning, without meeting with any 
accident* 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 
with good accommodations. The town is 
in an elevated fituation, being almoft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 
morning they had a good fire in the Go- 
nac, and the people were civil and atten* 
tive. 

The town is large, and has a good Ba-i 
Ear, well fupplied. They excel here in 
manufadluring leather, and many other 
articles ; and there are alfo feveral copper 
manufadlories^ 

The houfcs have a Angular appearance, 

being in general built with large round 

trees let into each other at the ends, and 

the crevices filled up with clay. Very 

Q few 
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few houfes are tiled, being chiefly covered 
with deal boards. 



We left Jeredarc at feven o'clock, 
and for the firft five miles pafled through a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
midft of this vale is a fine lake of frefh 
water. 

Here is a great deal of corn ; the coun- 
try is cultivated nearly the whole way to 
BoLi ; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, than I had feen in any part of Eng- 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruits 
of various kinds. 

After pafsing feveral villages both to 
the right and left, we arrived at Boli at 
two o'clock. This ftage is forty miles* 

About half way between Jehedarc 
and BoLi I obferved fome ruins, of which 

mpft 
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mod of the ftone was marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of 
workmanihip fuperior to any Turkifh ma- 
fonry that I had yet feen, I was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among the 
ruins. On one marble column I faw fe- 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zeu^, 
and am perfuaded, that could I have 
fpared time, I might have been able to 
havejnade out great part of the infcrip- 
tion. My Tatar and the reft of the party 
had left me behind, afid I was in confe- 
quence prevented from flopping fo long as 
I could have wilhed. About three miles 
nearer Boli, on the right fide of the road, 
are fome more ruins, with walls of an ex- 
traordinary thicknefs ; but I did not obferv.e 
any thing intcrefting among them, and 
therefore paffed on. 

BoLi is a large town in a fertile fitua- 
tion. It contains, however, nothing 
worthy of particular notice. The mofques, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or- 
dinary buildings. The public edifices are 
Q 2 num^- 
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numerous, and the town is well fupplled 
with good water. 

From Bo LI we fet out on frefti horfes 
at half pad feven o'clock. 'It became 
very dark in about an hour, at which time 
we entered a large foreft, wherein we 
continued for twenty-five miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was difagree- 
able enough ; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe's head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fome difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very fteep, that I could 
fcarcely fit my horfc. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 17* 

In this extenfive foreft we continued till 
we nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place we arrived at two o'clock, after 
fording a large river. This ftage was thirty- 
fix miles. 

Duchea 
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DucHEA is a fmall village fituated in a 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

Wc departed thence at fix o'clock^ and 
foon entered a woody country with very 
little cultivation. On our road we met a 
hundred horfemen conducing a Turkiih 
Bafliaw, who rode in the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
every pofition. 

We foon entered another thick foreft, 
fimilar \o that which we had pafled 
through the night before. In this we had 
to travel about twenty miles, and arrived 
at HiNDAK at half paft twelve o'clock. 
This ftage is twenty-feven miles. 

HiNDAK is an inconfiderable town, fitu- 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no- 
tice. 

Q 3 It 
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It was half pad five o'clock before we 
were able to procure freih horfes here; 
and feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reach 
Sabanja, and I recolledled the many- 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night; but after being well affured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, I con- 
fen ted to proceed. 

For the firft three hours we travelled 
through a woody country, partly culti- 
vated in the interjacent vallies. 

We now pafled upwards of a thoufand 
buffaloes carrying fhiprtimber to Con- 
stantinople from the forefts through 
which we had travelled. Some of the 
timbers were remarkably fine; and the 
whole had been fquared and formed in the 
forefts, where we had feen many fawyers 
at work as we came through. 

At nine o'clock we crofted the river 

Zacharea over a wooden bridge about a 

2 quarter 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 231 

quarter of a mile long. We were, how- 
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over 
this bridge; for, inftead of planks, it was 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crofsing the Zacharea, we con- 
tinued in a very woody country till we iu:- 
rived at the lake Sabanja; whence, 
keeping along the weftern fliore, we ar- 
rived at half paft eleven o'clock at th^ 
town of the fame name. This iiage was 
thirty-fix ihiles. 

The lake Sabanja is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
• is a very fine fiieet of freih water, and its 
being fituated in a woody country, add$ 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at Hindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 

ftill a continuation of thofe extenfive 

Q 4 forefts 
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forefts through which we had travelled. 
They are above two hundred miles in 
length, and about fixty broad. In fome 
places they are very lofty, and form an 
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Eaft 
aiid Weft, which I have always obferved 
to have been their fituation fince I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefts was generally North, and acrofs 
thefe was a paved caufeway that conti- 
nued the whole way. It appears to be 
very ancient^ and is now much out of re- 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been wafhed 
away from both fides of the pavement to 
the depth of near three feet. It is in 
many places undermined, and has fallen 
(down; yet, though it is now fo very 
lough that the horfes can only go upon it 
in a few places, it ftill ferves as a guide to 
Jlipfe who travel acrofs thofe forefts. 



FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 

We fet out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o'clock, and rode through a beau- 
tiful country. At about eight miles dif- 
tance we had a fine profpecfl of Ismit, 
which we reached at half pail eight 
o'clock. 

Ismit is a large town, and has a de- 
lightful appearance from the valley before 
it. The houfes are not over-crowded, and 
the profpe6t is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed all over the place. The 
lower part of the town is wafhed by the 
fea. Being built on the flope of a hill 
facing the South, it is very well fupplied 
with water; and on the fide of the hill, 
both to the Eaft and Weft, are many vine- 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weftward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 
five or fix miles. The neatnefs of the 
town, the garden grounds, the fca, the 

finely^ 
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finely-cultivated country on the oppofite 
ihore, and the two rivers, with the corn- 
fields in the vale before the town, form al- 
together one of the fined profpects I ever 
faw. 

We fet out from Ismit at half pad nine 
o'clock, and continued near the fea, fpme- 
times on the beach. About twenty mile? 
Weft from that place are forae ancient ruins 
clofe to the fea. Part of the walls, fome 
of which are about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushan, 
ycry pleafantly fituated on the fide of a 
hill lloping gradually to the fea. 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
for a great variety of other fruits, which 
were now chiefly ripe. 

At Coushan we left the fea and turned 
northward. After we had pafled the vine- 
yards belonging to the town, we entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 

which 
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which runs a fmall river that has a 
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it. 
We now rode brilkly moft of the way, 
and arrived at half paft five o'clock at 
Gabaza-. 

Gabaza is a fmall but neat town, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill, 
from the top of which is a very fine pro- 
fpe6t of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous iflands. 

From the town to the fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar- 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza we departed at half paft 
fix o'clock on frefh horfes, and pafsing 
through a very fine country near the fea, 
fometimes on the beach, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where we remahied an 
hour to refrefti. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
flowly, it was two o'clock before we 
reached Scutari. 

Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
day-break, when we procured a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and crofTcd over to Constantinople to 
have it examined at the Cullom-houfe. 
The officer fuftered it to pafs upon re- 
ceiving a piaftre; and we crofled over to 
Pera, to the houfe of Peter Tooke, 
Efq. the Eaft India Company's Agent, to 
\\ hom T had letters of recommendation. 

Constantinople having been fo often 
dfjfcribed by travellers, and being fo well 
known to Englifh readers, the author 
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to 
fvvell tl)is volume by accounts that can- 
not pofsibly poflefs either novelty or in- 
tcreft to recommend them. His obje6l 
has been to defcribe fuch parts as he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre- 
quented by former travellers from Eng-p 

LAND. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. 

Having flayed a week at Constan- 
tinople, I obtained fre(h paflports from 
the Porte, and from the Imperial Minifter 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half paft feven o'clock in the evening of 
this day fet out, accompanied by a Jani- 
zary, who was to be^paid three hundred 
piaftres to condu6l me to the frontiers* 

After travelling two ot three miles from 
Constantinople, we entered an open 
country without the fmalleft marks of 
cultivation, and not bearing the leaft ap- 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the city itfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very fmall 
in proportion to the population. 

At nine o'clock, looking back towards 
Constantinople, I obferved a dreadful 
fire, which my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. 

We 
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We continued our route over an open 
barren liilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half paft ten 
o'clock arrived at a fmall neat town called 
Chaque Medja. 

This town is pleafantly feated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
with it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ftone bridge. The ground 
being fwampy, there is a ftone caufeway 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of paflengers. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half paft five o'clock ; and after 
crofsing the bridge and caufeway at the 
head of the lake, afcended fome hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpe6l ovef 
the Archipelago and the furroundins: 

country. 
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country, which had a more favourable ap- 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul- 
tivation and almoft crowded with villages. 

After leaving feveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medja 
at half part eight o'clock. 

Beu Chaque Medja is a tolerably large 
town, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at 
the head of a fait lake about four miles 
long, which has communication with the 
fea. Here too is a ftone bridge, and a 
caufe-way about a quarter of a n>ile long 
between the lake and the fea. 

Nearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 
Medja, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a 
fmall neat town called Callitratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, and on 
the fea before the town were feveral fmall 
veflels riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half pad nine 
o'clock, and continued along the fhore, 

fometimes 
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fometimcs on the bcacli ; and at about fix 
miles weft of Beu Chaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland, 
and two near the ihore. The lirft we 
came to is called Comburgus, It is a fmall 
village, but has many ruins about it, 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prefent. 

Continuing our route along the beach 
fix iriiles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider- 
able building ftanding on the beach, 
having part of its walls waftied by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftrudure and very 
lofty ; the whole is built entirely with 
hewn ftone, has been very well finiflied, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 

Soon after we left Badus, we crofled 
fome hills, whence we had a very fine 
profpccl over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen (hips, 
befide great numbers of fmaller craft, 
going towards Constantinople. Within 

the 
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the iflands alfo there were three Turkiih 
Ihlps of war returning from a cruize, a 
fifty gun ihip, jel frigate, and a corvette. 
Thefe veflels were warping out of the har- 
bour the morning I arrived at Constan- 
tinople. 

We continued our journey along the 
jflaore fornear eight miles, leaving on our 
tight a very finely cultivated country, 
which ilopes gradually down to the fea* 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards! 
for about a mile, vve arrived at Killee- 
VER at half paft two o'clock* 

KiLLEEVER* is a large and populous 
town, which has once been well fortir 
fied, a great part of it being ftill fur- 
rounded by a flrong walU Some of the 
mofques and minarets are very handfome 
buildings. The lower part of the town is 
waihed by the fea. We faw feveral veflels, 
fome of about two hundred tons burden, 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 

* Silivria in the MapSi 

R appeared 
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appeared to me to be fo well fheltered by 
the high land on each fide of it, that 
iliips might, in any weather, ride in 
fafety. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. 

From Killeever we fet out at three 
o'clock this morning, and j.ournied about 
eight miles along the fea-fliore, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, pafTed 
over an open country, with little cultiva- 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
we came to was Connyclue, where we 
arrived at half paft fix o'clock, and re- 
mained an hour to refre/h. After leaving 
Connyclue, we came acrofs a very dreary 
country, in which not a tree nor a ftoae 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither glay nor fand; and what 
•little vegetation there is, is nearly de- 
flroyed by innumerable quantities of 
ground fquirrels. 

Th« 
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Irhe firft figns of ciiltivatioh we met 
with were the vineyards belonging to a 
town called Chouroe, and which are 
near three miles long. At Ghouroe we 
arrived about ten o'clock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our route over 
an open barren country. About eight 
miles beyond Ghouroe we crofled a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn ftone* and neatly turned. 
So many arches, however, did not appear 
by any means neceflary at prefent, as 
there was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

We now entered a country poflefsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
and turned about a quarter of a mile 
out of our road, to feed our horfes at a 
town called Garrastran. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three, 
-lofty ftone pillars, which^ I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrofs the valley to the town. 

R 2 We 
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We only relied half an hour here, and 
then continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
BoRGAS, which we reached at half paft 
fix o'clock. Here our profpedl was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding couiltry ; for we had not feen 
any, except a few fruit trees, fince we left 
the fea-coaft. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

This morning we fet out from Borgas 
at four o'clock, and foon after we left the 
town entered a large foreft, in which we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
feeing either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly. 
From this place to Kirkleesan, about 
four miles, the whole way is cpvered with 
vineyards. 

We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o'clock. This is 'a very large and popu- 
lous town, having ten mofques and mina- 
rets, and feveral hummums. All the public 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble, 
and fome of them very handfome. Here 
we procured frefh horfes, having conti- 
nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o'clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and foon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on frelh horfes 
we rode brifkly, and at three o'clock ar- 
rived at a fmall village called Ericlee, 
around which there was a little cultiva- 
tion, the firft we had met with iince we 
pafled the vineyards of Kirkleesan. 

We did not flop here, however, but 
continued our route without any delay till 
half pafl four, when we arrived at a vil- 
lage called Canarea, where we put up 
at a Greek's houfe to refrefh. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and our 
R 3 hoft 
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hoft brought us out the bed refreftiments he 
had in the houfe. In thefe fmall villages 
there are very few Turks, and if there be one, 
it is almoft certain that he is a barker; but 
he will flrut about and afliime as much con- 
fequence as a baftiaw. I had frequently ob- 
ferved thefe great men in the little villages 
we pafled through, and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made me rather more atten- 
tive to the adlions of the one we met with 
in this village, who, after giving the falam 
in great fonn, came to converfe with my 
Janizary. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguifh thefe important perfonages, 

We only remained here half an hour, 
and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods. At half pail 
feven o'clock we reached a village called 
Faccue, where we changed horfes, and 
fet out again at half paft eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till we arrived at a town called 
Karrapoonar, which we reached at half 
paft twelve o'clock. 

5 Th^ 
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The diftance from Kirk:i-eesan .to 
Faccue is thirty.fix tniles, and from, 
thence to Karrapoonar fifteen. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. ^ ; 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o'clock. For the firft two hours ou|v 
road was through very thick woods,, and I 
obferved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever iince we left the fea-coaft, 

At^eight o'clock we arrived at a villagje 
called Benlee, where we ftopt half an 
houf at a Greek's houfe to refrefh. The 
mafter of the hoyfe had two very beau- 
tiful daughters,, The Greeks in general 
have handfome features; but thefe parti- 
cularly attracted my attention. They, as 
well- as the . peafantry in general, had a 
very ridiculous cuftom of tying all their 
tfeafure round their nepks; and I have ac- 
tyally feen ,fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 
R 4" fafteue4 
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faftened round their necks with filk firings. 
This cuftom, howfever, is confined to the 
unmarried part of the fex, wives having 
no ornament whatever on that part of 
their perfons. 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 
within two miles of Benlee, which in 
part feparates Romalia from Bvlgaria, 

After we left Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way to Idos, 
wiiich we reached at ten o'clock. It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their ears and the end of the tail, 
which were brown ; there were alfo many 
buffaloes. 

Idos is a tolerably large town, and 
pleafantly fituated. Many of the houfes 
are built within a compound^ fimilar to 
thofc of the Bramins and Nairs in India, 
which makes the town at adiftance appear 
much larger than it- really is, 

The 
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The peafantry here feparate the corn 
from the ftraw by the fame method as in 
Asia Minor, and which I have obferved 
to be adopted in all countries where the 
rains are periodical. They make a ring 
about forty yards round, fometimes of 
clay, and fometimes, paved. They then 
bring their corn from the field, and throw 
it in a heap in the middle of the ring. 
They have a fledge too, which is fome- 
times drawn by bullocks, fometimes by 
horfes, and fome of thcfe have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
ftraw as it goes round ; though in others 
I have feen flint liones fafl:ened to the 
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy 
weight. Befide the perfon who drives 
the cattle, another is employed with a 
fork in tofsing the ftraw from tl)c ring if 
the grain is extracted, and taking frefh 
from the heap in the middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 
they have extradled the whole of their 
corn, .without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is much 

quicker 
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quicker,, and eafier too, tlian our mode of 
thrafliing in Engi^and. 

As the weather in England is local, 
perhaps more fo than in* any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many days together, might notthofe who 
have large farms and extenfive buildings 
follow a fimilar plan, or even build ihedsj 
which would anfwer as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thralh- 
ing ? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confequently be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Idos at twelve o'clock 
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, in 
which we continued till fev'en o'clock, 
when we crGfled a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall towix 
named Chenga near its banks. 

The 
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The road through the foreft was fome- 
times very bad. We followed the bed of 
a river for an hour, which was rough and 
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 
danger. Though we were frequently near 
the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 
thick that I had not often an opportunity 
of feeing it ; yet we were fometimes with'- 
in two hundred yards of the beach, and 
faw a fhip Handing towards Constanti- 
nople, 

The foreft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fome very fine 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the fea they may be ihipped with little 
trouble. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

We fet out from Cheng a at fi)ur 
o'clock, and after pafsing a little cultiva- 
tion near the town entered another thick 

foreft,' 
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foreft, which led us to a village called 
Enechee, after crofsing a river bearing 
the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 

We foon came to another forefl, in 
which we continued till we arrived near 
Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
o'clock. 

Pravadee is a large and well inha- 
bited town, containing many very good 
byildings. It is fituated in a narrow vale 
running N. and S. between two fteep 
rocky hills. We remained here an hour 
to rcfrefh and change horfcs. 

Afcending the hill on the weftern fide, 
we had a fine profpeft of the furrounding 
country, and on the top of the hill on 
the eaft fide of Pravadee is another large 
town called Disdarchue. 

We now entered a fine country, and 

paflbd through a great many villages in 

high cultivation, and abounding in or- 

2 chards 
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chards and vineyards. Moft kinds of fruit 
were now ripe, in great plenty, and very 
cheap, as were likewife provifions of all 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Well, and wc 
pafled through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chelepcha, twenty miles Weft from 
Pravadee. 

On leaving Chelepcha we pafled a 
village on our right called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o'clock arrived at 
Chumloo. 

This is a very populous town, and, 
though not regularly fortified, is of great 
natural ftrength from its fituation, having 
a fteep mountain behind the town, forming 
a femicircle, on which the Turks have 
planted feveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a confiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

tliis 
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this town, and defeated the Turkifti force*. 
Xhe latter retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofle and 
paling before the town, and up each fide 
of the mountain. [This temporary forti- 
fication ilill remains entire.] As the 
Rufsian army approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat- 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their General and retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft which is perfedtly inaccefsi- 
ble to an army. 

We left Chumloo at five o'clock on 
frefh horfes, and, travelling weftward 
through a well cultivated country, came 
at twelve o'clock to a large town called 
Arnootka, fituated in a valley. At one 
we reached Rasgrat; and this is reckon- 
ed thirty-two mftles from Chumloo. 



THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 3K 

At half paft fix we fet out from Ras- 
GRAT on frefh horfes, and at eight o'clock 
(lopped an hour to refrefti at a village 
called UcHENCHA. 

We now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the fineft countries I had 
yet feen, with corn and ploughed land on 
each fide as far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o^clock we arrived at Rochuke, 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
hill, which continues for feveral miles near 
the Danube, and is covered with vine- 
yards. 

RocHUKE is a large populous town 
about the fizc of Liverpool. We did 
not, however, flop here, but crofled the 
Danube, and landed about three miles 
.... below. 
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below on tlie oppofite fide, at a town 
called Ergnoff. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as either the Euphrates or Tt- 

CRIS. 

We refrefhed at Ergnoff, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 
which wc were conveyed to a village 
called CopucHEN, where we arrived at 
eleven o'clock. On enquiry, I found that 
this was the manner in which I was to 
travel through Wallachia. Thcfe poft 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheels. They have not, either about 
the cart or the horfes furniture, the 
fmalleft particle of iron or crtlier metal 
whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run- 
very faft; for we travelled, upon an aver- 
age, rather quicker than by the mail 
coaches in England. 



FRIDAY, 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. £57 



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER !• 

We fet out this morning at fix o'clock. 
1 had one poft-cart with three horfes, and 
my Janizary another with the fame num- 
ber. We niet with no cultivation till 
nine o'clock, when we reached a villagie 
called Galligurran^ where we break- 
fafted and remainjed till half pail ten. 

We then refumed our journey through 
a very fine country, though little culti- 
rated. The foil, however, appears well 
adapted for culture^ being a ftrong brown 
earth, rery evqn, and not a ftone to be 
feen the natural produce of the place. 

. At twelve o'clock we crofled a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made faft by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart 
the boats, which, n^ade it very difagree- 
ble crofsing. We; then continued our 
route through a fine country in which 
S little 
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little corn was grown, except maize, aftd 
at three o'clock reached Bukarest, the 
capitafl of Wallachia, and therefidence 
of the HospoDAR. 

" 1 noxV made ufe of the letters of intro-* 
du6lion which I had receited from the 
Imperial Minifter Baron Herbert de 
RathkAal at Constantinople to Mji 
tif±- MfekkELius, the Imperial Conful Ge<- 
neral here; from whom I received the 
gr«ilteft civilities, and at whofe houfe I 
refti^ii^ till Monday the 4tb. 

He^J)6!iteJy tdok ifie in Jiis Carriage alt 
round" the environs of Bukarest, and 
gave me every information that I could 
wifli rcfpedting the country. 

BuKARtesT is a very extenfite and po- 
pulous city, containing three hundred and 
fiXty Greek churches, one Roman and on^ 
Lutherain chapel, and a few convents. 
Here are no Turkilh mofques^ nor are 
they permitted to be built in amy part of* 
the province* Gentlemen's carriages are 

here 
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here very numerous, and a man is looked 
upon in no other light than as a fervant or 
£i peafant^ who does not keep one. A 
coach, with a pair of horfes and a driver, 
liiay be kll kept here for fifty pounds 
Herling. The coachmen and footmen are 
in general Egyptian flaves. 

*• 

There li raUch intrigue carried oil in 
the higher claiTes^ particularly among the 
nlarried people. A man never fees his in- 
tehded bride till they exchange rings, a 
ceremony that takes j>lace a few days be- 
fore the marriage; for the parents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without aiking the confent of 
cither. 

In a very fliort time after the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difcontinue 
fleeping together, efach carrying on their 
refpe6tive intrigues. The ladies^ ufually 
keep their feparate carriages, as a coach, 
with ^ proper equipage^ is commonly a part 
oi the marriage portion. The unmarried 
S 2v . young 
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young; ladies^ however^ are kept up as 
clofe as in a irunneiyy and are not per- 
mitted to keep company with .any men 
whatever until the ceremony of exchang- 
ing rings with their intended hufbands has 
tsiktn place. 

I believe there are few people in the 
worW^ particularly among thofe who call 
themfejves Chriflians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people^ 
aiidin reality. have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu- 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
obaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, ibme- 
thing refembling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek chara6lers in it. ... 

Wallachia poffeffes in general 9 wh 
foil, but is rather woody. In the.greftteil 
part of the province there is fqarpely a 
bill or ftone the natural produce of the 
country. Their corn is chiefly jmaitCf of 

. ' ^ .yhicb 
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which they have agf^cat qiraiirtity; ryjet 
good wheiaten bread is to' be had in thef 
larger towns/ ' ^n:-.' i. );j ;r- 

Provifions of all kinds are very cheap; 
and I bought a fine fowl for fix Turkifli 

parra, value about three halfpence fterling, 

» 

The inhabitante 4ft g^ncral^ are Greciks, 
and they have- not thlAtif foreigners^imorlg 
them . Ih'^ thfe • laf gelt • towl'Uv^^ rhewe ver; 
there ar€f fdme Jews atid a feif^tS^rinafiar 

• They eret?!; cruttiflieS $^ar^tfee wads; 
fome of thefe are of ft6«e/*%ut tiley are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted J fdme'hiivfrrg JfSMzs Gftiii'sT, 
fome the Virgin - M AifeY, ^ others nrtbfe 
Twelve Apoftles, fome the Tert -Command- 
ments, prayersr, &c. depi<^t^ bn tlieni. 
Thefe cruc4fil^ei& ire very n«mef ous/ ^and 
tnoft of the country pet)pte make • their 
'obedience as they pafe* them. » • «» 

: The .provmce^ is ijwolLvlwateredf: Ah« 
Widges are: ail bpilt with wood; bvifc^^ey 

• >' . S 3 have 
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have a very ridiculous cuilom a£ layiitg 
loofe pieces of half-fquared timber acroi§ 
the bridges, which frequently giw way 
under the horfes feet» 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER if^ 

Having provided ibnie neceflaries and 
provi/ions for my journey, as v^U as fpm^ 
Ixifles which I might Jiay^ occafion for 
while performing quarantine, I took le§ye 
of my kind hoft, M. de Merkelius, tQ 
whom I am apprehenfiye that I niuil air 
ways remain indebted t 

I had here a poftrcart (Jmilar to whaf; J 
earaein, hut with four horfes, forlwiihed 
ta travel as quick as pofsible. I had a 
Janizary to accompany me, who rode op 
horfeback, and was of much fervice in 
interpreting, as well as in providing horfes, 
fo as to prevent unneceflary delay?, I was 
anxious to arrive at the Lazaretto before 
Jun-fet the following day, as i;^^iou}d 
thereby fave a whole day iaui sight. I 

travelled. 
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travelled, therefore, much faftar^ t^ian J 
could have expelled, and even gjnicker 
tlian the mail in England, as wUl ap^- 
pear by the following idiftances and towns 
through which I pafled. 

German Pafif. 
BUKARESTtoPOLONTINE ...... \l \ 

Florest . • • • V • 2 

GlEST . • 3 

GlERBUOFF ••.... 2 

Fittest .11 

MOARA , 1^ 

Argish ...,,... 2 

Salatrook 3 f 

Perishaw • • . . . . 2 

Keenen .2 

RothenThurn Pass, 7 ^ 
"jyhere I performed quarantine, ) 

221; 
which, reckoning 12 Englifh miles to a 
German poft, is 270 miles^ 

The above are not the only towns 
Ihroogh which I paffed ; but are fpecified 
^ beipg the places appoints for frefh 
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horkh which are always kcpt^ ready on 
purpofe to conviey the German mails, and 
arepaiid for that .fenvice fay M^idsMerp- 
XBLius^ who has great past, of the: ma«. 
nagement of forwarding the German poii 
from CoNSTANTiNOPLB to the frontiers, 
afld through whofe hands all the Ea(^ 
India Company's difpatches pafs^ on their 
way to Vienna, 

I arrived at the Rothen Thuen Pass 
at five o'clock in the, afternoon of the 
SthSeptember, when my quarantine com- 
menced, I had brought letters from M» 
DjE Merkelivs to the DireiSor of the 
Lazaretto, however, which proved of 
much fervjce ; for I was in confequence 
particularly attended to, had a fervant 
appointed to w^ait on me, and was fupplied 
witl> plenty of the beft provifions, wine, 
andfrijitSf >«•.." ...•.■ =* •;. • • »• • .-i 

When at Constantinople, I wifhed 
much to come through Servia and Bel* 
GRADE, and to perform quarantine* at 
Sea? LIN, but was indOqed to decline 

coming 
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coaning that route on b^ingiii formed, that 
I ftiouid be detained' thirty days? whereas 
by this rt^uteil fhouldonly be' ddayed ten 
day« byAJthe^ qtiariinttne* This rem te alfo 
bcShg arppoiiited by the>'6emiaii6 foneon^i^ 
du^aing the poft; I experienced no other 
det^rttion whatever ; in the othery I flvould 
have been liable to many delayg^ 

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled 
fo fa^ as actually to keep in company with 
the poft till after we erofled the Danitbe, 
when I found jnyfelf fd much fiatigued 
that I preferred remaining alt night to 
continuing with 'the' poft any longeK I 
have often bad the vanity to think that I 
was; ajs.abie to endure fatigue and hard- 
fhips as moft .men, always etyoying a 
good ftrong conftitution, and from choice 
havittg .been^ accuftomed to lite, tempe-^ 
ratfely; but I have had experience ^enough 
to know, that I muft fubmit to the Turks, 
whbfe patience and perfeverance in ' per- 
forming the longeft journies exceed all 
beliefl;'"^' > ...•...:}■, ^ -. . .., , 

r-' • From 
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From the nigbt of the UBtli Augufl ta 
jkliecveBiogojfthe 3i(U I had travelled iiK 
liundred *Biid iev£nty*tivb Englifh miles, 
as vt'iU appear by the fallowing diH^ncfs^^ 
gi?eii meiby M. ds^ Mbrkelh^s^ tlie Di* 
sedttir of tjijs Poil^.jajid' on. wbofe know* 
JfidgO:, . and veracity I may . have perle^ 
depeadeojp^r'! i . 

' » •. " . ' : :.. 

Prckn CoNSTANfiNO]^ LB to ROCHUKE [ 

on the Danube, through RoMALiA 

and Bulgaria . ^ 50 

Fprn ERGyoFF on^ tlie Panube to 

. PUKARJSST . , . ^ . • 6 

which, reckoning 12 Englifli miles to a 
German poft, is 672 miles. 

The latter has been accurately af<?er^ 
tarried by the German engineers, ^ho had 
the condtieting of artillery to Erguoff in 
the late war. 

On the 14th September my quarantine 
expired, the day on which I arrived being 

reckoned 



.TOWARDS ENGLANp. ^67 

Xeckoned as ene, becaufe I was there Jj!e- 
^re fun-jTet. As th/ere was no carriage 
f eady, the Dire<5tor reqpnmiended me to 
wait till the following morning, the poft 
^ing ejtpe^ted at iix o^clock. A^er 
breakfiafting with the DirecStori who madQ 
many apologies for ijot attending me 
fetter, being prevented frgm having any 
communication, I made his two chil« 
dren a prefent, and took my leave, per- 
f^jftly fatisfied with his condu6l« 

I fet out in th^ pofl-cart, a carriage 
built on purpofe, and with better accom^ 
jnodatfp]t|s and more conveniencies than 
the Wall Acp J an; J:hough both are very 
%ht. 

Our road for jth^ fifft fi^ miles yy^as near 
jthe banks of the rive^ Alauta, with 
very high hills and thick woods on each 
jTide*. There are many Aeep narrow pafles 
here, but juft broad enough for the car- 
page, and which have been cut put of 
|he foliji ^ocks. 



At 
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At BbfiTt'H^A* all 'my paflporte, and 
certificates of having performed the qua- 
rantine, were examined. 

After getting through thbfe pliTe^ J^Ve 
entefed a fine opeAcmintfy'j'iii'whiiiH mii 
ineroufe villages '^nd fome fcortfid^rabfe 
tdwn^ were to* bd f<^n, 'And the grek'te* 
part of tHe whole Was cultiVdtfed*^ ' • r ■ . 

At eleven aVlock w6* 'arrived at HbRR-* 
MANSTADT, the capital of Transyl- 
vania. •" -■ '• '-' ■ ■■ ■ " ' '■'' ' 

"^- Here I delivered the letter which I had 
brought from the Imperial Minifter at 
Constantinople to the General Coiri- 
mandant of the province, who behaved 
Very politely, and made me welcohife' at 
his houffe. fie entertained a very high 
'opinion of the Ertglifh,^(b'y whofe'tr6bpfe 
fi'e* had once been taken prifoher When in 
Flanders) but knew very little of the 
Ifangu^ge; for he often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only \ two 
'woifls, the common exprefsion iii'fw^ear- 
^'^*"2' , ing, 



TpWARBS, piJ^LANP. 269t 

ing, whifihjia.fa^d he learned wJiileapri- 
foner. . > : . .., . . . . , 



The paflports I had received from the 
Imperial. Minifter at Constantinople 
(for whatpurpojfe I cannot fay) mentioned 
that I was a baclielor, which the General 
obferying, he wiihed me much to marry 
a German, faying that sthey . had plenty 
of very handfome women, and that if I^ 
would^fix upon ^ny one, be would pledge 
himfglf jthat; I fhould riot meet with a re-^ 
fufal in the whole provincCfc 

, .Heurmanstadt is a tolerably well 
built city. The, promenade is, very 
pleafant,, and. they have alfo a very hand* 
ijome thqatrc. Their mufic is Excellent, 
having .the. ad vantage of fome of the firft 
German performei-su . The people are very 
polite^; and.. obferve much formality; for 
no perfpn above the rank of. a fervant ca© 
walk in the ftreets without a fword by h& 
fide. They ajre alfo very particular io 
their 4i;efles; and a hative of .the provinci* 
w^ars a dfefs fitoilai; to what rwasivgru ia 

Englani> 



England upwards of a hundrecf y'e'atS 
ago, viz, a long coat altnoft reaching to 
the ground, trimmed all round with fur ; 
a pair of boots like thofe df our heavy 
cavalry, with, a cocked hat fomething like 
a Dutch 1 1kipper's. People from every 
province are knowh here by their refp'ec- 
tivedreflbs; and even every tfadefiun is 
diftinguiftied by his appareL 

Whoever vifiti this city, if he cah fpare 
two hours, fhould not negle6t feeing 
Baron Brukenthal's extenfive coUe^on 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
which are by the firft mailers, GtJibo, 
Rubens, Rembrant, &c. His antique 
coins, medals, and other curiofltied^^ alfo 
are well worth feeing. His library is very 
extenfive, and confidercd of great value; 
He has likewife a beautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englifh tafte. 

The Baron is almoft 80 years of age } ' he 
was many years Civil Governor of this pro- 
Yince, and fpeaks Englifli tolerably welL 

Tran- 



1r!tA*r«irLTAKiA is, geiiefally fp^akingj 
a fine country, but capable of much im^ 
provemeiit. It produces great quantities 
6f ttiofi' kinds of graih, a(hd fl*c oi'a tery 
good 'quality, which i^ manufadlured mi€^ 
Mtiem 1' ' 

The nobility are for the rnoft part very" 
proud, and keep their peafantry in a ftate 
of flavery; for out of fix days in the 
week the peafant is obliged to labour f6ur 
for his niafter, having only the remaininjqf^ 
two days for hinifelf. 

This province pays to the Emperor in 
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu- 
ally, which is chiefly impofed upton tli^ 
Tatid, for what the citizens pay is very 
triflihg indeed. 

I bought at Herrmanstadt a carriage- 
of that kind called a calafti, being" iftu^tv 
more commodious than the common poft- 
catt^, a^ in cafe of taVn the paflf^ttgdrs^ean 
throw the calath over theiii - fot iii&lttitr. 

A:.:>. 3 :.'-r.' -v/;-^;( Dili. Thev 
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They run iipon four wheels, and are very 
eafy in their motion. '. . , 

Befide the letters td the General 
Commandant, I had others to Hapjbe 
« « « « 4F #F , a banker, who introduced 
me to two Greek merchants that were 
going to Vienna, and recommended me 
to take them in my carriage. As they 
were acquainted with the language, I 
agreed to it, and on the 18th September 
we fet out from Herrmanstadt. 

We travelled port, and without any 
delay, by day and night, till we arrived 
at Temeswar, the capital qf. Banatb, 
where we were detained a few hours to 
have our paflports examined. This being 
a ftrong fortification, the officers were very 
particular in examining all ftrangers, and 
I was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whoni 1 converfed in 
Latin. When informed that I was an 
Englifhman he fhewed me much atten- 
tion. 

. The 
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The Banate is a very fine province, 
the greater part of it being level and well 
cultivated, except on that fide adjoining 
to Transylvania, which is mountainous 
and woody. 

Provifions of all kinds are good and 
cheap; and their wines are excellent, par- 
ticularly at a large town called Lugos. 

The two Greek merchants, my compa- 
nions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obferved them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poft m afters and poftilions. 
When we flopped at an inn too, they be- 
haved very ihabbily. I confidered myfelf 
difgraced by fuch conduct; but when at 
laft they even attempted to impofe upon 
me, I thought it high time to break oft' 
all conne6liorx with them, which I did 
immediately on our arrival at Pest. 

This condu6l in the Greek ^ merchants 
confirmed the opinion T had always en- 
tertained of thofe people, who may 
be faid to be in a degraded ftate, and 
T whofe 



274 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

whofe flag is not refpe6led by other na- 
tions. It might be thought ilHberal to 
enumerate the various nations and people 
whofe condud fhould be watched with a 
jealous eye; in Asia, however, I may 
mention the Armenian ; in Europe, the 
Greeks and Jews. I have witnefled the 
low chicanery of the two former, and I 
believe we have here almoft daily proofs 
of the latter. On the contrary, I ha^^e 
obferved, that whenever the flag of any 
nation is refpe6ted, the people of that na- 
tion condu6l themfelves in a manner that 
will at all times command refpe^St. Thefe 
confiderations convince me, how xnuch 
every individuaPought to confider himfelf 
interefted in fupporting the dignity of his 
national chara6ter. 

Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
kingdom of Hungary. It is a large and 
populous city, and has been much im- 
proved within the laft fix years, great 
part of the city having been entirely re- 
built. It is featcd on the left banks of 
the Danube. 

On 
2 
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On the oppofite fide of the river is the 
city of Offen, nearly as large as Pest, 
and remarkable for its excellent wines, 
which are held in much efteem all over 
the Empire. 

Offen is fituated on the fide of a hill 
facing the South, which is covered with 
vineyards for about fix miles below the 
city. The wine is red and fomething like 
port, but has a ftronger body and is very 
rough. We have- a profpeft of fome of 
this wine reaching England^ as they are 
now cutting a caftal from Vienna to 
Trieste. 

On the river Danube below Pes't, are 
many floating corn-mills, which are ad- 
mirably adapted for the purpofe. The 
veflels on which the mills are built are al- 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the'ftrcam ; the wheel is turned 
by the current; and I am of opinion, that 
mills built on a fimilar conlbuc^lon might 
be made ferviceable on the river Thames, 
T 2 without 
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without obftruding the navigation ; for 
we have too many inftances of flour and 
bread advancing in .price, on account of 
the mills in the neighbourhood not being 
able to raife $ fufficient fupply, particu- 
larly in dry feafons. 

On the 25th September, at four in the 
afternoon, I fet out from Pest, and ar- 
rived at Vienna at 12 o'clock at night 
The road was in general tolerably good, 
and I travelled about as quick as does 
the mail coach in England. 

At Vienna I remained nearly three 
weeks, being much fatigued with the 
journey ; and during my Hay I received 
many civilities from Sir Morton Eden 
(now Lord Henley) the Britifli Minifter. 

On the 12th oaober I left Vienna, 
coming through Bohemia, and remain- 
ing two days at Prague to take a view of 
the city and its environs. 

I Leaving 
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Leaving Prague I ciame on to Dres- 
den, the capital of Saxony, where I re- 
mained two days, and did not confider my 
time mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele- 
gance in this city and the neighbourhood, 
fuperior to any thing that I have elfewhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the largeft and beft colledtion of paintings 
in Europe, and it had lately received 
confiderable additions ; for, on the French 
entering Italy, many of the beft pieces 
were conveyed to Dresden, as aplace of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, I travelled 
through Leipsick, Halle, Halber- 
stadt, Brunswick-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburgh, which I reached on the 
evening of the 28th OcStober, 



THE END. 
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